Fascism & Nazism In Canada
Student Information

Nativist, Fascist and Nazi movements sprung up in Canada
between the first and second world wars. These groups pro-
moted the idea of a country free of Jews. They derived many
of their ideas and tactics directly from Fascist and Nazi
organizations in Germany. Organizations with anti-commu-
nist, anti-immigrant, and anti-Semitic platforms provided an
outlet for many Canadians to voice their anxieties about a
changing nation.

Nativists opposed immigration and saw newcomers as a threat to Canadian society.
Fascism, begun by Benito Mussolini in 1920 in Italy, promoted the ideas of militarism,
ultra-nationalism, anti-communism, conformity of the group and allegiance to a single
leader. Nazism was the ideology of Adolf Hitler’'s National Socialist German Workers Party,
which stressed many of the same ideas as fascism, along with racism and anti-Semitism.

There were many fascist groups in Canada during the 1930s, including the Canadian
Nationalist Party of Winnipeg, the Canadian Guard based in Vancouver, the National Worker’s
Party of Canada, and the Canadian Union of Fascists, which published The Thunderbolt.

September 1933, a dozen ex-soldiers led by William Whittaker
launched the brown-shirted Canadian Nationalist Party in
Winnipeg. Highly militaristic and fervently patriotic, members
wore swastika tiepins with their khaki uniforms and delivered
fiery speeches against a backdrop of the Union Jack. They pub-
lished The Canadian Nationalist, which featured anti-Semitic
propaganda similar to that being produced in Germany that
included allegations of a global Jewish conspiracy. The party
(] and its publications played upon the poor economic conditions
“N 1o denounce Jews violently and equate them with communists.
Western fascism drew support from German and Ukrainian immigrants who held a his-
toric animosity towards Jews. In 1935, a successful group libel suit was launched that
prevented Whittaker and his publication from further vilifying Jews.

As Ontario became more ethnically diverse in the 1930s, some
Toronto residents began to feel threatened and complained of a
“foreign invasion” and of “obnoxious and undesirable elements.”
Swastika Clubs sprung up, expressed their anti-immigrant
sentiments and waged violent street campaigns against Jews.
Defiant youths sported swastikas on armbands, sweaters, bathing
suits, and bare chests, and clashed with Jewish patrons.
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On August 14, 1933, violence erupted after a predominately Jewish baseball team,
the Harbord Playground, won a game at Toronto’s, Christie Pits. A group known as the
Pit Gang lifted a swastika-emblazoned sweater into the air. That night, Pit Gang mem-
bers painted a large swastika and “Hail Hitler” on their clubhouse roof. The next day,
during a second game, the crowd yelled anti-Semitic slurs. Six hours of fighting
ensued during which both sides called in reinforcements and fought each other with
baseball bats, stones, and lead pipes. Today, the Christie Pits riot stands as the worst
race riot in Toronto’s history.

Quebec nationalism, Catholicism and unfavourable
economic conditions fuelled French Canadian anti-Semitism
of the 1930s. Most disturbing were the extremist activities of
Adrien Arcand and Joseph Menard. Arcand was an admirer of
Adolf Hitler and Nazi racial policies. He drew inspiration,
propaganda and funding directly from the German Nazi
party. Determined to help roll back the Jewish “invasion”,
Arcand formed the National Socialist Christian Party in 1934.
A combination of German Nazism and Italian Fascism, the
party espoused the values of law and order, a strong leader,
and a Canada free of Jews.

In 1930, Arcand and Menard launched Le Goglu, one of many anti-Semitic publications that
featured loathsome caricatures of Jews, historic accusations of blood-libel, world conspira-
cy and economic domination. Promoted as a “journal humoristique,” the newspaper was
similar to the German Nazi publication Der Stiirmer. Le Goglu received funding from the
federal Conservative Party until it ceased publication in 1933.

For a brief period between 1936 and 1938, Arcand’s politics gained public legitimacy
and were supported by Quebec’s provincial government. His party merged with other
fascist groups including the Canadian Nationalist Party of Winnipeg to form the
National Unity Party of Canada. After the outbreak of World War Il and as Canada
declared war on Nazi Germany, tolerance towards homegrown Nazis wore thin and
Arcand’s headquarters were raided. The police confiscated truckloads of anti-Semitic
propaganda and arrested suspected Fascists. Arcand and other members of the
National Socialist Christian Party were interned for the duration of the war.
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Fascism & Nazism in Canada
Discussion — Extension Questions

Anti-Semitism and Nazism were not confined to Germany or Nazi-occupied Europe
but were in fact too close to home. Explain why you think these racist ideologies
found expression in Canada during the 1930s and 1940s and were not discredited
until the outbreak of WWII. How can this help you understand the rise of Nazism in
what was a modern, industrialized country like Germany? Explain.

In the 1920s and 1930s, many democracies ended, including those in Italy, Germany,
Spain and Russia, and were replaced by totalitarian states. There were groups and
organizations in Canada at the time, which believed that democracy was unable to
meet the challenges of the day and should be replaced. Why did democracy survive
in Canada during this period when it succumbed in so many other countries? Is
democracy in Canada secure today?

Ernst Zundel arrived in Canada from Germany in 1958. He met and became a follower
of Adrien Arcand, a right-wing author and activist known as “Canada’s Hitler.”
In 1996, Zundel was charged by the Canadian Human Rights Commission with using
his web site to distribute hate literature and Holocaust denial material. He moved to
the United States but was deported back to Canada by U.S. immigration agents.
As of January 2004, Zundel faced deportation from Canada to his native Germany,
where he is wanted on hate crime charges. Do you think Zundel should be deported
from Canada to face hate crimes charges in Germany? To support your position,
research the connection between Arcand and Zundel and compare their publications.
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Mazis at a meeting in Canada, at an unknown location during the 1930s,

Courlesy of the Canadian Jewish Congress National Archives
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Fascism & Nazism
Canada

The production of Nazi-style uniforms in Canada.
Montreal, circa 1938,
Courtesy of the Canadian Jewish Congress National Archives
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Fascism & Nazism
Quebec

S}fnégogue defaced with swastikas.
St. Margerite (Lac Casson), Quebec, 1938,

Courtesy Canadian fewish Congress National Archives
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Fascism & Nazism
Quebec

Anti-Semitic literature & Nazi publications of the National Socialist Christian Party.
Quebec, circa 1930s

Courtesy Don Stewart

Documents & propaganda seized by police during raids against suspected Montreal Fascists.
Quebec, 1940

Cowrtesy of the Canadian National Archives
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Quebec

Adrien Arcand leader, National Socialist Christian Party, pictured at his typewriter. In 1938 his party merged with
William Whittaker's Canadian Nationalist Party in the West and a newly organized Ontario group to create the
Mational Unity Party with the goal of making Fascism accessible to all Canadians.

Montreal, Circa 1938

Courlesy of the Canadian Jewish Congress National Archives
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Adl:ien Arcand, leader, National Socialist Christian Party writing in English to a sympathizer of the National Unity

Party of Canada, outside of Quebec.
Montreal, August 3, 1939

Courtesy of the Canadian National Archives
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Fascism & Nazism

PAY FOR OUR HATIOMAL UNITY

ACKHOWLEDGRTHT
OF LURSSHIFTION 10
THE FARTY FUND OF THE

GUERRE - IMMIGRATION - CHOMAGE

Grand Ralliement contre ces trois plaies

MERCREDI, 12 Avril a 8.30 p. m.

Ecole St. Pierre Claver
9010 Blvd. ST. JOSEPH Angle DELORIMIER

Sous les auspices du

Parti de L'UNITE NATIONALE du Canada

Le Parti que le Gouvernement Fedéral ne veut
pas laisser parler a la Radio. Le parti 3 qui
le Gouvernement Municipal ne veut
plus louer les salles de la ville

PARCEQUE NOUS DISONS LA VERITE!

TOUS, jeunes et vieux sont cordialement invités a entendre

"ADRIEN ARCAND . chef du Parti

Quebec

This mock currency was sent to supporters of the National Unity Party of Canada to acknowledge donations to the

party’s funds. A portrait of Adrien Arcand, Supreme Chief of the National Cealition of Canadian Fascists, appears
at the centre of the bill.

Courtasy Don Stewart

The poster cordially invites young and old alike to attend a rally for the National Unity Party of Canada to fight
the three plagues: war, immigration and unemployment,

Quebec, April, 1930s

Courtisy Don Slewar
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Quebec
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nationalistes d Angleterre, — Plus les dema.
ceaten nous trahissent, plus ils prouvent la
necewnite d'un regime Fascizhe patriotique,
autoritaire et fark

Patriotes indigneés, venez
lutter avec nous!
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Le Fasciste Canadien was published by The National Socialist Christian Party and the Canadian National Socialist
Party and edited by Adrien Arcand. The headline reads, “Sofd to the Jews" The article denounces the new Anglo
American trade agreement as “democratic treason” and as a triumph for international Jewry. The cartoon depicts
wealthy Jews on Wall Strect and in London joining forces to bring about the financial ruin of the "white race.”
Montreal, February 1938

Courtesy of Don Slewart
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Ontario

The Ontario Swastika Club organized parades on the boardwalks of Toronto's beaches. Members sported swastika
emblems on their shirts and taunted Jewish visitors in the area.
Courtesy Toromle Daily Star, August §, 1932
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Ontario
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Toronto newspaper headlines reported on the activities of the Ontario Swastika Club, which provoked outrage
from the press and Toronto's Jewish community. Anxious about incidents of beachfront violence, law enforcement
authorities and municipal leaders insisted that the Swastika Club give up its Nazi emblem.

Toronto, August 1933
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Ontario

Following a baseball game at Christie Pits Park in Toronto on August 14th, members of a neighbourhood gang
painted a swastika symbol and the words Hail Hitler on the clubhouse roof.

Toronto, August 15, 1933

Courtesy of the Toronto Daily Star

Members of the Harbord Playground Juvenile baseball team of 1931, many of whom went on to play for the team

in 1933. The victory of this predominantly Jewish team in the first game of a Toronto baseball series sparked

events that led to the Christie Pits riots. 2 1
Toronto, 1931

Courtesy of the Toronto City Archives, DPW 52-1492
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The Thunderbolt was published monthly by the Canadian Union of Fascists and edited by Charles Brandel.
The front page article suggests that Jews financed and spread Communism world-wide. It is a direct response to
an article by the "Committee on Jewish-Gentile Relationships” which tried to dispel misconceptions about Jews,

Toronto, January 1939
Courlesy of Don Sewart
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Manitoba

William Whittaker, head of the Canadian Nationlist Party of Winnipeg. A retired British soldier, he infused his
party with militaristic patriotism. Members wore brown shirts and swastika badges. Shrugging off the obvious
resemblance to Nazi storm troopers, Whittaker maintained that their costumes were ‘typical Western Canadian
dress.”

Winnipeg, circa 1930s

Courtesy of the Canadian Jewish Congress Natlonal Archives

Members of the National Unity Party shown in the Nazi salute. The party was formed as a partnership between 2
William Whittaker and Adrien Arcand, leader of the National Socialist Christian Party in Quebec, 3

Courtesy of the City of Toronto Archives, GM 52654
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THE JEWS ARE A MENACE!

Their Religion, A
Religion of Hate

NE of ihe strangest things in Coneda, which is suppoaed

to be & Christian country. (s the fact thal anyons wha

wighes, can sdvooste the destruction of the Cliristinn e
Hgton of any denomination. A person can print reams and resms
Agninst wrohies, he can renl balls and publiciy ridi
rule and qpm_unn Christianity in every way possible, Criticlams
oan be heaped upon the Minlsters, the Priesis and the Bible; the
Mama of Christ can be slandered, hespattered and torn to pieces
and there seldom, if mver, ln heard & ory of persecution from any
Christian, no one gets sxcited and very liitle ia done to prohibit
the speaier

April - May, 1938, Price 5§ Cents

A different Story

But, let unyone dare mention “Jewish religlon”, let anyone
condetmn the Jewish beliefs and there follows such shreiking and
aniveiling cries of “persecution” and “Intolerance” that the dar-
ing speaker who mentioned “Jew" I8 lucky to escape with his life.
What makes the situation stiil more amaztng is that the Jew 1s
aliowed to bring into piay his full control of the press to stir up
hatred towards any foreign, Christian country that has had the
cournge to fight International Jew control, |

THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL

The Jews fear discussion of their religion.

when anyone mentions thelr religion |s because
they do not want their religion diseussad. Tha
Jews know quite well that whein It Is exposed
their position I8 very uncomfortable.
this from centuries of experience. As sooh ad
the Christinme realize the true notura of this so-
cafled religlon they naturally take messures o
protect thamselves and the Jews are treated like
the eriminnls they are

What is the Jewish religion?

The Jews are always locked upon as @ very
ruliglous people and very few Chriotians ever
take the trouble ta look into the Jewlsh religion.
The Jews themselves are very careful to ses that
It s kept a secret. Lot us look nt some of the
Jewinh temchings. We quote from “Why Are
Jows Persecuted for Their Religlon?, a pamph
let published by “American Publishing Soclety®,
P.0. Box 103, Bremerton, Wash, The author chal
lenges any Jewish suthority to mawon By

: ined in the pamp
(Note: GOY means non-Jew t.m‘IM plural of
GOY.) From the Talmud:

"The teachings of the 'I‘l]murl stand above all
other laws, They are more important than the
laws of Mosos." — Rabbi lamael, Rabbi Chambar ot. sl

“The decisions of Lhe Talmud are words of the
Hving God. Jehovah Himael! asks the opinion of
tha rarl.hl_'r r-hblv whnn there Irl' difficult affalrs
in hesven."— Rabbi M mn Fifth

| ing. e hun such & respect for that book "~ Trael
Thy resson for the clamour set up by the Jews ¢

They know |

“Jehovah Himseif studies the Talmud stand-

Mechiila.

Every goy who studies the Talmud and every
Jew who helps him Lo il ought 1o de "— Seshed-
wym, 5s, Abuda Zors B8, Scagl a

“To communfente anything o a goy aboul
our ralighous relations would be equal o the kil
Ing of all Jews, for I the goyim knew what we
teach about them they would kill us openly,”
Libbre David 37,

“If a Jew be called upon to explain any part
of the rabbdnle books, he ought to give onty =
falee explanation. Who ever will violate this or-
der aliall be put to death.” - Libhes David 37,

“A Jew should and must make a falwe oath
when the goylm asks if our books contaln any
thing againit them.” — Ssasloth-Utssabat, The Beok
ol Jore Dis 17,

““The Jewas are human belngs, but the natdons
of the world are not human beingn but beasts.”

Bala Mecia 114, 8

“A Gantlle girl who s three years old can be
viclaled "— Abods Sarak 37a.

"A Jew may misuse the non-Jewess in her
#late of unbelief"—Maimonides, Jak. Chasaks 2:2.

“If m goy kills n goy or a Jew he bs responsibie;
Ll If & Jew Wills o goy he ls Not responsibie. -
Toselta, Abods Zars 8, 8.

“It 18 permitted to kil o Jewish denunclator
everywhere, It ja permitted to kill him aven be-
fore he deniness” — Sebulchan Aruch, Choszen
Hamisspat 138,

Book.

“Thou shalt not do injury o thy neighbor

| [Biblel, but it is not said, "Thou shalt not do in-
JUrY 1o & goy. '~ Misha Sanhedryn 57.

‘A Jew may ru'h a goy —that is, he muy cheat

him in a bill, 1f unlikely tobe pereelved by him."

Sehulch Arweh, Choszen Hami s,

“If m goy wants 4 Jow (o stand witness sgainst
a Jewina Court of Law, and if the Jew could give
falr evidance, he ia forbidden to do It; but if a
Jaw wants a Jew to be & witness in o similar case
ngainet 8 goy, he may do (L — Schulchan Arach,
Chassen Hamisspat 28, Art. 3 and 4.

“Those who do not confess the Torah and the
Prephets must be killed. Who has the powet to
kill themn, let them kill them openily with the
Eword. 1f nol, let thom use artifices, Wil ¢
done away With."—Schaichan Aruch, Choszan Ham-
lsapet 426.5.

“How to Interpret the word ‘robbery’. A goy
in forbldden (o steal, rob, or take women slaves,
ele., from o goy or lrom a Jew But a Jew {s Not
torhidden to do all this to s goy."

Tosafla, Abods Zars VI, 6

*“All properiy of other nations Lelonge Lo the
Jowish nation, which consequently, s entitiod to
seige upon it without any scruples. An orfhodox
Jew 1a not bound to observe principles of moral-
ity towards people of other tribes. Ha may act
eontrary to morality, If profitable to himeell or
1o Jows in general’ * — Schulehan Aruck, Chos.
Ham. 348,

Bpace does not permit us to quote further bul
the above ghould be suflclent to show that the
Jewjsh religlon s nothing more than an author-
tzation 1o permit the Jews Lo Continwed on Page 0

m W NATIONAL UNITY IS ESSENTIAL! = =

The official publication of the Canadian Nationalist Party, edited by the party’s leader William Whittaker.
This issue exploits the staples of religious anti-Semitism and urges readers to boycott Jewish businesses.
Courtesy of Don Stewar!
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