
Nativist, Fascist and Nazi movements sprung up in Canada
between the first and second world wars. These groups pro-
moted the idea of a country free of Jews. They derived many
of their ideas and tactics directly from Fascist and Nazi
organizations in Germany. Organizations with anti-commu-
nist, anti-immigrant, and anti-Semitic platforms provided an
outlet for many Canadians to voice their anxieties about a
changing nation.

Nativists opposed immigration and saw newcomers as a threat to Canadian society.
Fascism, begun by Benito Mussolini in 1920 in Italy, promoted the ideas of militarism,
ultra-nationalism, anti-communism, conformity of the group and allegiance to a single
leader. Nazism was the ideology of Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist German Workers Party,
which stressed many of the same ideas as fascism, along with racism and anti-Semitism.

There were many fascist groups in Canada during the 1930s, including the Canadian
Nationalist Party of Winnipeg, the Canadian Guard based in Vancouver, the National Worker’s
Party of Canada, and the Canadian Union of Fascists, which published The Thunderbolt.

Brown Shirts in Winnipeg
September 1933, a dozen ex-soldiers led by William Whittaker
launched the brown-shirted Canadian Nationalist Party in
Winnipeg. Highly militaristic and fervently patriotic, members
wore swastika tiepins with their khaki uniforms and delivered
fiery speeches against a backdrop of the Union Jack. They pub-
lished The Canadian Nationalist, which featured anti-Semitic
propaganda similar to that being produced in Germany that
included allegations of a global Jewish conspiracy. The party
and its publications played upon the poor economic conditions
to denounce Jews violently and equate them with communists.

Western fascism drew support from German and Ukrainian immigrants who held a his-
toric animosity towards Jews. In 1935, a successful group libel suit was launched that
prevented Whittaker and his publication from further vilifying Jews. 

Ontario Swastika Clubs
As Ontario became more ethnically diverse in the 1930s, some
Toronto residents began to feel threatened and complained of  a
“foreign invasion” and of “obnoxious and undesirable elements.”
Swastika Clubs sprung up, expressed their anti-immigrant
sentiments and waged violent street campaigns against Jews.
Defiant youths sported swastikas on armbands, sweaters, bathing
suits, and bare chests, and clashed with Jewish patrons.
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On August 14, 1933, violence erupted after a predominately Jewish baseball team,
the Harbord Playground, won a game at Toronto’s, Christie Pits. A group known as the
Pit Gang lifted a swastika-emblazoned sweater into the air. That night, Pit Gang mem-
bers painted a large swastika and “Hail Hitler” on their clubhouse roof. The next day,
during a second game, the crowd yelled anti-Semitic slurs. Six hours of fighting
ensued during which both sides called in reinforcements and fought each other with
baseball bats, stones, and lead pipes. Today, the Christie Pits riot stands as the worst
race riot in Toronto’s history. 

Nazism in Quebec
Quebec nationalism, Catholicism and unfavourable
economic conditions fuelled French Canadian anti-Semitism
of the 1930s. Most disturbing were the extremist activities of
Adrien Arcand and Joseph Menard. Arcand was an admirer of
Adolf Hitler and Nazi racial policies. He drew inspiration,
propaganda and funding directly from the German Nazi
party. Determined to help roll back the Jewish “invasion”,
Arcand formed the National Socialist Christian Party in 1934.
A combination of German Nazism and Italian Fascism, the
party espoused the values of law and order, a strong leader,
and a Canada free of Jews.

In 1930, Arcand and Menard launched Le Goglu, one of many anti-Semitic publications that
featured loathsome caricatures of Jews, historic accusations of blood-libel, world conspira-
cy and economic domination. Promoted as a “journal humoristique,” the newspaper was
similar to the German Nazi publication Der Stürmer. Le Goglu received funding from the
federal Conservative Party until it ceased publication in 1933.

For a brief period between 1936 and 1938, Arcand’s politics gained public legitimacy
and were supported by Quebec’s provincial government. His party merged with other
fascist groups including the Canadian Nationalist Party of Winnipeg to form the
National Unity Party of Canada. After the outbreak of World War II and as Canada
declared war on Nazi Germany, tolerance towards homegrown Nazis wore thin and
Arcand’s headquarters were raided. The police confiscated truckloads of anti-Semitic
propaganda and arrested suspected Fascists. Arcand and other members of the
National Socialist Christian Party were interned for the duration of the war.
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Anti-Semitism and Nazism were not confined to Germany or Nazi-occupied Europe
but were in fact too close to home. Explain why you think these racist ideologies
found expression in Canada during the 1930s and 1940s and were not discredited
until the outbreak of WWII. How can this help you understand the rise of Nazism in
what was a modern, industrialized country like Germany? Explain.

In the 1920s and 1930s, many democracies ended, including those in Italy, Germany,
Spain and Russia, and were replaced by totalitarian states. There were groups and
organizations in Canada at the time, which believed that democracy was unable to
meet the challenges of the day and should be replaced. Why did democracy survive
in Canada during this period when it succumbed in so many other countries? Is
democracy in Canada secure today?

Ernst Zundel arrived in Canada from Germany in 1958. He met and became a follower
of Adrien Arcand, a right-wing author and activist known as “Canada’s Hitler.” 
In 1996, Zundel was charged by the Canadian Human Rights Commission with using
his web site to distribute hate literature and Holocaust denial material. He moved to
the United States but was deported back to Canada by U.S. immigration agents. 
As of January 2004, Zundel faced deportation from Canada to his native Germany,
where he is wanted on hate crime charges. Do you think Zundel should be deported
from Canada to face hate crimes charges in Germany? To support your position,
research the connection between Arcand and Zundel and compare their publications.
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