 Mussolini Historians and Perspectives 
	Historian 
	School of Thought (if known)
	Topic discussed 
	Summary of PoV 

	Luigi Villari
	
	Abyssinian Crisis
	Pro-Mussolini. Ethiopia reached a higher level of civilization and prosperity and Italy’s population problem was relieved. Mussolini gained enhanced prestige and public opinion.

	John Pollard 

	Intentionalist
	Acerbo Law
	While the Acerbo law did not affect the results of the 1924 election much Mussolini gained support from other parties because of his support of the law.

	
	
	Mussolini and the Church
	The church supported Mussolini mainly because of the money given to papacy officials.

	
	
	Propaganda

	The illiteracy of some Italians made radios Mussolini’s most important weapon for spreading Fascist propaganda

	
	
	Foreign Policy
	Through international gatherings Mussolini defined his reputation as a moderate and wise statesman, which ultimately armed his authority with a sense of international legitimacy

	Richard Overy 
	Intentionalist
	Abyssinian Invasion
	The invasion of Abyssinia was largely supported by the people of Italy. Women would give up their gold rings in order to support the regime and citizens backed Il Duce in his endeavors, egging them onwards.

	Dennis Mack Smith 
	Hegelian
	Propaganda
Censorship
	Mussolini’s propaganda tactics gained him support and allowed him to consolidate power, although they led to his downfall as they caused economic and social issues in Italy. Examples include the Battle of Grain and peasant strikes. Propaganda and acting were Mussolini’s main talents.

	Patricia Knight 
	
	Propaganda 
	Mussolini’s fundamental skills in journalism allowed him insight into effectively using and exploiting propaganda enabled him to know how to influence the public. Also with use of local and national publications, Mussolini was able to mold his public image and that of fascism’s into a powerful and strong one.

	Martin Blinkhorn 
	
	OND Successful
	Blinkhorn said the OND was essential to Mussolini’s consolidation of power

	Adrian Lyttleton 
	Structuralist
	OND on population 
	OND was an attempt to portray the regime as beneficial and promoting the wellbeing and prosperity of Italy

	Roger D. Griffin 
	Determinist
	
	Mussolini’s aggressive approach to convert Italy into Fascism led to his downfall, as his approach resulted in opposition

	Philip Morgan 
	
	Violence and Terror
	Mussolini’s usage of Violence and Terror tactics (e.g., developing OVRA) allowed him to consolidate his power

	Geoffrey Wheatcroft 
	Marxist
	Spanish civil war
	

	John F. Coveradale
	expansionist 
	spanish civil war
	Mussolini's involvement in the war was seen as a chance for him to spread fascism even though it was relatively unsuccessful

	David CattellSpan
	Expansionist 
	Spanish Civil War
	Mussolini joined the war to try to acquire land for italy while stopping Britain and France from obtaining that area. 

	Stanley G. Payne
	Revisionist
	Deterioration of Mussolini’s Power
	The defeat of fascism comes with “a new, non-economic concept of a free and equal society.” 

	Brian Sullivan 
	
	Spanish Civil War
	“The high level of Italian assistance to the Nationalists was crucial in bringing the downfall of the Second Republic prior to the outbreak of the Second World War.”

	Renzo de Felice 
	Revisionism
	Spanish Civil War, etc.
	-Argues that Mussolini was hesitant to enter the Spanish Civil War and was pushed into it by the weight of the Italian public’s opinion.
-Denied that Il Duce had ever plotted to wage aggressive War against Great Britain and France

	Cary Nelson 
	
	Spanish Civil War
	“If Franco and the rebellious generals ad been denied Italy’s and Germany’s aid in the early days of the war, the rebellion might well have collapsed.”

	RJB Bosworth
	Liberal
	Acerbo Law
	Bosworth emphasizes the importance of Mussolini’s ties to influential individuals in Italy, especially key liberal and fascist leaders.  Acerbo Law helped keep the Fascist party in power despite the presence of Socialism

	AJP Taylor 
	Structuralist
	Imperialistic Expansion
	Taylor viewed expansion merely as an attempt to grab headlines and take domestic control.

	Nick Carter 
	liberal 
	Threat of Socialism
	optimistic view of Italian development that emphasized Italy’s progress towards becoming a modern parliamentary democracy. This progress was interrupted by, the disruption of war and the apparent threat of Socialist Revolution which made Fascism acceptable to people who in calmer times would not have been influenced by such an extreme

	Robert Mallett
	Marxist
	Abyssinian Crisis
	Due to LON sanctions after the crisis, Italy had to rely on Germany, break ties w/ GB/France

	Ennio Di Nolfo
	
	Propaganda 
	Agreed that Mussolini was a master of Propaganda and was a strong influencer of his consolidation of power

	Ian Kershaw
	
	Abyssinian Crisis
	The Abyssinian Crisis enabled the Axis powers to come together, ultimately leading to WWII.


