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Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels:

Karl Marx and Friedrich Ensels were German revoluﬂonar\j Ph'\loso‘o‘ners who co-

wrote "The Communist Manikesto' as well as several other pieces reﬁaro\'\nﬁ the
evis of capitalism, its inevitable destruction and the evolution of the world's
e conomic Sﬁ%d'em first to socialism then to communism. The\j blamed \oover’ra
and starvation on the evils of capitalist society,

fiedrich Engels

T H'E

COMMUNIST MANIFESTO

what is Marxism?

\n order to understand Marxism one must first understand what Capitalism is.

Capitalism is an economic sgs’er in which the means of production are
privately owned and Soods and services are eroduced for erofit in a free
market, In & free market people are £ree to use and sel their erivate
(oroPer’r3 without Sovemmen’r interference.

Marxism refers to the eolitical and economic theories of Karl Marx (1848-1883)
and TFriedrich Engels (1820-1895), Marx's theories revohed around human
h‘\s’rorﬁ. He believed that h'\erortj was  largely determined by the strugge
between the fuliing classes and the oppressed classes, which had coanc’r\nﬁ
infereste,  Marx believed that & workers could overthrow capitalism, J’heﬁ
would be able to build a socialist society, This society wil sfil contain social
classes but for the Lirst time in human h'\s’rora - the fuling class would be the
ma\')orﬁa of the peopulation.
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How does Cap‘\’ral‘\sm work?

Capitaliem relies on the volunJrarsj exchange of labour in return for Wwages or

capital. This is @ mutual beneficial aﬁreemer\t \ndividuals pursue their own

se-interest, In & sense, capitalism is based on Sreeo\ and sek-interest,

People who support the idea of capitalism are known as capitalists. The

capitalists believe that Sovemmen’rs should not interfere with the economy and
should reﬁula’re economic practices instead., The £ree market wil distribute

Sooo\s to people in the more efficient and cheap Way, Language, scientific

kr\owleo\ﬁe and law all gew out of free Qxchanﬁe and volun’rar‘j \oroo\ucﬂor\.

CAPITALISM

EQUALITY

are like

DIL - WATER

most of us have water

The beﬁ'\m\nﬁ of Capitalism beﬁan o\ur'\nﬁ the
Teudal Syster. the Feudal System, as
Lords owned the land, ﬂwet, relied on force
to guarantee that ’rh83 were perovided with
food. As ’rhe‘j were not Produc\nﬁ food to
sell on the market, there was no
competitive pressure to innovate
production.  Lords spent all their wealth on
m‘\ll’rarﬁ equipment or lavish consumetion,
Jrhe\j therefore had no incentive to invest in
o\evelop\nﬁ new productive +echnol03'\es. The
result of the TFeudal System actualy

Preverﬁeo\ capitalism from Srow'msl The Feudal Manor (v‘\llaﬁe area) was selk-
sufficient which limited the Srow’rh of a {ree-market.

There were also 3 other stages of
Capitalism, and these were:
Mercantiism (duth to 48th century),
\ndustrial Capitalism (8th to 2oth
century) and Modern Capitalism

(19th to 2oth cen’rur\j).
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CARNIVSAOLCOIELISM Marx's Solution - Socialism:

Socialism is a class of \deoI03\es
?avor'\nﬁ an economic system in which
al or most eroductive resources are
the property of the government, in
which the peroduction and distribution of
Sooo\s and services are administered
Pr‘\mar\i\j b\:) the Sovemmem‘ rather than
by private enterprises, and in which any remaining private production and
distribution is heav'\lg reﬁula’reo\ \33 the government rather than b‘j rarket

PFOCQSSQS.

There are rany forms of socialism as rany
diferent leaders didn't realy know what socialism
nl really meant, so *hetd created their own form of it
A few forms of socialism are: Maocism, Stalinism,

Leninism, Tro’rsk\j\sm, ete.

Marxist Theory of Stages:
‘SOP[AL 'S“ Marx \oel‘\eveo\:\\n the ‘xo\ﬂea of ‘eermanent revolution' or
Uninterrupted revolution' - & series of revolutionary
stages in which, after one stage had been achieved, the next class strugge
would begin '\mmeo\'ta’relﬁ. He did not believe that 'PrOSVQSS'\on' ’rhrouﬁh the
s’raﬁes of soc'\e‘rﬁ was inevitable and could ac’ruallg be turned back., He even
believed that a backward society could 3um\:>‘ a stage i€ aided by other

countries,.

Materialist Conception of History

Marx set out his +heor\j of h'\s+or3 in the book: Critique of Political Economy
(RSD. He arﬁueo\ that the economic structure, based on the relations of
production in any society (¢ which class owns the economy) is the real
foundation of any society,



on this are buit the legal political and intellectual superstructures of soc'\e’rg.
t was social existence that largely determines

people's consciousness or beliefs, not the  The Truth About Socialism
other Wway around. So btﬁ chanﬁ“\nﬁ the
ownershie of eroduction, You could chanﬁe
h‘ts’ror3.

Hegelian and Materialist Dialectic:

Marx's Ph‘\losoPh\j of h‘\s’rorﬁ was indluenced b3

o)

German idealist Ph\'OSOPhﬁj ¢ Heﬁel, Herder, Kant), ‘;\h :‘
illion
Dead

the deas of French socidlists (Saint-Simon)
62 Mill 21 M
as wel as the wr‘\ﬂnﬁ of British economists like ea D

Adam Smith and David Ricardo.

Contradictions

Dialectical (contradiction) Materialism emerﬁeo\ from Thesis 4P Antithesis
Marx's criticiems of Hegel‘s ideas, Social relations
were made up ot opposite forces (thesis and change
anfithesis). Class strugge betuween these poles would Synthesis
even’ruallﬁ lead to & new mode of (aroo\ucﬂon and a

new s+ase n h‘\s+or~j ¢ si.jnﬂwes‘\s).

The Contribution of Lenin:

viadimic \I&j‘\ch Ulyanoy, later known as ¢ Viadimir) Lenin,

was born in Simbirsk in 1870, He was a 3‘\@reo\ student,
o\o'\nﬁ exceptionally well in exams. Lenin went to & Kazan
un'\vers'\’rﬁ where he studied law. He took interest in
revolutionary ideas and was fascinated by the idea of

Marxism,

n 1895, he moved to St Petersburg and \')o'\neo\ Marxist
discussion goupe. In 4835, Lenin was arrested for being invohved in &
ProPaﬁano\a strike movement and was exiled for 5 years,
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After returning fo the country he decided fo press for the revolutionary
movements he wanted to execute. He published his pamphiet what s To Be
Done! in 4902, The pampehiet contained his ideas about the nature of a
revolu’r\onarv Paﬁa. He wanted to put forward his ideas at the Second
Conﬁress of the Social Democratic Party which met in 4903, His actions had
caused the selit in the party into the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks, when the
revolution €ailed he was exied 3gain. - Lenin died on \)anuarv 2, 4924 at the age
of 53 £rom a stroke. Prior to his death he had suffered a few strokes,

other forms of Socialism:

Socialism is Marx's solution for the Per@ed econom3. This idea was a(opeal\nﬁ

to rnany past rul'\nﬁ lcaders and some of them had

created their own versions of socialism,

Maoism composed of the ‘\o\eolo\% and me’rhoo\olo\% for
revolution developed b& Mao %eo\ona and his associates in
the Chinese Communist Party from the 1920s unti Mao's
death in 49#6. Maocism has clearly recresented a
revolutionary method based on a distinct revolutionary

outlook not necessar\hj o\e‘aer\o\enf on & Chinese or
Marxist-Leninist context.

Staliniem refers to the method of rule, or eolicies,
created by Joseph Stalin, leader of the Soviet
Communist Party and state from 4929 until his death in
1453, Stalinism is associated with a regime of terror
and totalitarian rule, Based on Marxist-Leninist

principles, Stalinism came to represent whatever
\o\eolo&j Stalin wished it to represent.



Trotsykiem is another Marxist ‘\deol033 based on the +heor3 of
permanent revolution first expounded by Leon Trotsky
(181%-1340), one of the leao\‘\n\c) thereticians of the Russian
Bolshevik Party and a lkader in the Russian Revolution.
Tro+s\oj“\sm was to become the Pﬂméﬂj theoretical ’rarﬁe’r of
Stalinism in Russian Communist circles in the 49208 and 4930s.
Tro+s\oj's theory of ‘permanent revolution' held that, historicaly,

Leon Trotsky

an economic sgs’rem had to be seen as a world sxjs’rem
rather than a national one.

Social 'Democracuj is the idea that the 3ovemmen’r should Prov'\o\e people
secur‘\‘rtj and equal‘\’r\j. The 3ovemmer\+ should also acﬂvelg reorder soc\e’rﬁ 0
order to o\eveloP this idea,

Criticisms of Socialism / \n defence of Capitalism:

There have been some criticiems of socialism. The Marxist Doctrine has been

claimed to be a democratic one. However socialism invohves using violence in
order to g8in control which is not the erinciple of & democratic doctrine.
Marxism has also been criticised for ma\dnﬁ too rnany simplistic assumetions
about human nature, behaviour and society and sees ever\j’rh\nﬁ in terms of
class s’rruﬁﬁle. Marxism focuses ma‘\nlxj on economic %actors and Bnores
cultural, traditional and other factors. Another criticiem of Marxiem is that it
does not encourage development of new eroducts which in turn stunts
development of new Jrechnolo\%. This is an arﬁumen’f in favour of capitalism.





