What was the international response to the start of war?
 

Fall of Poland
· 1st September 1939 - German troops invade Poland

· 3rd September - Britain and France declare war on Germany

· In line with the security gaurentee they had given Poland

· Hitler believed that Britain and France wouldn't go to war over Poland

· He was wrong

· Conquered Poland by September

· Blitzkreig

· Fast moving Panzer tanks, a mobile infantry and precise Luftwaffe support

Fall of Denmark and Norway
· 17th September - USSR invaded Poland from the east

· Stalin also invaded the Baltic states and Finland

· Britain and France did nothing immediatley 

· "Phoney War"

· Plans to occupy Norway to prevent German imports were discussed by the Allies

· March 1940 - Small British, French and Polish force was sent to secure Norways ports

· April 9th - Hitler launched a full scale invasion of Denmark and Norway 

· Invasion of Denmark lasted 6 hours

· Norway held out until the 10th of June

· The hurried withdrawal from Norway led to Neville Chamberlain's resignation

· Replaced by Winston Churchill

The Fall of France, Belgium and Holland
· 10th May 1940 - Germany attacks France and the Low lands

· Same day as Churchill becomes PM

· By pressing through the Ardennes Hitler bypassed the Maginot Line

· Outflanked the British-French forces

· Entire BEF (Expeditionary Force) fled to Dunkirk (100,000)

Operation Dynamo
· Appeared that the entire British Army would be destroyed

· British Navy and civilian support attempted a rescue

· 26th of May - 300,000 troops were evacuated 

· 8 day operation

· 'Miracle of Deliverance' 

Fall of France
· 22nd of June 1940 - France surrenders to Germany

· Germany directly controlled the North

· A puppet government ran the south (led by Marshal Petain)

· Vichy Republic was formed

· De Gaulles 'Free French' Forces encouraged the resistance

US Response
· US declared neutrality

· In line with a series of Neutrality Acts between 1935-9

· November 1939 - New Neutrality Act was passed allowing the British and French to buy arms

· US feared that banning arms trade would benefit Germany

Response of Italy
· Declared neutarality

· Wasn't prepared for war

· 10th June 1940 - Mussolini declared war

· Wanted to keep pace with Hitler / honour his alliance with Germany

· September 1940 - Attacked Egypt and Greece

· Failed both

· Forced Germany to divert troops to the Middle East when it was preparing for war with the USSR

Battle of Britain
· June 1940 - All of mainland Europe was under German control

· Operation Sealion to invade the British Isles

· Luftwaffe tried to destroy the RAF

· 3 month attack on RAF airfields failed

· Forced a delayed invasion and was seen as the first loss of the war

· Churchill made the "Finest Hour Speech" which is hailed as one of the greatest speeches and pieces of propaganda in human history

WW2 by 1940
· September 1940 - Tripartite Pact between Germany, Italy and Japan

· Axis controlled mainland Europe and China

· Hitler reigned supreme
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November 1937 - The Hossbach Meeting 
· Germany was a rapidly rearming economic powerhouse

· Managed to isolate France and encircle the USSR

· Helped by British and French appeasement policies

· Weakness of the League of Nations

· Support of Italy

· Hitler met his top Generals on the 5th of November 1937

· Colonel Hossbach recorded the meeting

· "Hossbach Memorandum"

· Argued for the need to quickly conquer Austria and Czechoslovakia

· Needed to strike before France and Britain rearmed

1938 - Anschluss
· 1936 Austro-German Agreement to respect Austrian independence

· After Abyssinia, Mussolini gave consent that he wouldn't oppose Anchluss

· Remilitarisation of the Rhineland proved British and French wouldn't do anything

· Austrians veiwed Anschluss as a way of solving their econonomic problems

· Hitler planned for Austrian Nazi's to stir up trouble

· Austrian government would react

· Hitler would have an excuse to invade

· 12th February 1938 - Von Papen invited Schuschnigg (Austrian Chancellor) to meet Hitler

· Hitler gave a 2 hour speech before forcing him to sign an agreement

· Made an Austrian Nazi Interior Minister

· 9th March Schuschnigg called for a vote on Austrian independence

· Hitler flew into a rage

· Stated Germany would invade if the plebiscite wasn't cancelled

· President forced Schuschnigg to resign and was replaced by Austrian Nazi interior minister

· 12th March 1928 - Despite this Hitler invaded

· There was no opposition

· Austrian Reichstag was dissolved

· Plebiscite was held and 99% backed the move

Czechoslovakia 
· Held 3 million Germans in the border states - Sudentenland

· Richly resourced and large military

· Alliances with France and the USSR

· Used the pretext of Sudentenland to invade

· Between March and May 1938 --> Czech Nazi's encouraged to create trouble by mistreating ethnic Germans

· 20th May - Czech's mobilised their Army

· Britain and France warned Hitler against invasion (even though he hadn't done anything)

· Made it appear that he had backed down (not good for propaganda)

· 15th September --> Neville Chamberlain flew to meet Hitler

· Czech President agreed to give Germany all land which had more than 50% German population

· 22nd September Hitler escalated his demands

· Wanted all of Sudentenland by 1st of October

· Chamberlain got Mussolini to arrange a Munich peace conference

· 29th-30th of September - Four Power Conference

· Britain, France, Italy and Germany

· Agree to appease Hitler 

· Allowed to occupy the Sudentenland between the 1st and 10th of October

· Czech's lost 41,000 sq km of land, best military defences and industries, and the President went into exile

· France lost its best ally 

· USSR now sought a deal with Germany

· Feb 1939 - Hitler met with Bela Tuka (Slovak leader) to encourage him to declare independence

· Czech President declared Martial Law to prevent this

· 14th March - Slovak government declared independence

· Hitler forced President Hacha to agree to the split

· 15th March - German troops march into Prague

Consequences of Czechoslovakia
· Britain realised appeasement wasn't working

· Emboldened Hitler to do whatever he wanted

· By taking over a non-German state it was clear that Hitler wanted more than treaty revision

· Munich conference gave Britain more time to rearm 

· 31st of March 1939 - Chamberlain announced a guarentee of Polish protection

Poland
· 800,000 Germans living in Poland

· Created resentment from Hitler

· Hitler demanded the restoration of Danzig (Polish corridor which split Germany)

· Polish leaders rejected a renewal of the 1934 Non-Aggression Pact

· Feared they would become the next Czechoslovakia

· April 1939 - Hitler prepared for invasion

· May 1939 Hitler and Mussolini sign the Pact of Steel military alliance

· Hitler also courted the USSR to prevent them aligning with France and Britain

· 22nd of August Hitler told his Generals that they had to invade now

· 23rd Von Ribbentrop was sent to Moscow

· Nazi-Soviet Pact was created which agreed to divide Poland in the event of war

· 31st of August - SS troops attacked a German border post dressed as Polish soldiers

· Pretext to invade

· 1st September 1939 - Germany invades Poland

· 3rd of September 1939 - Britain and France declare war on Germany

· 17th of September - USSR invades Poland from the East

· Italy didn't act 
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Influenced foreing policy?
· Smash Versailles

· Unite Germany

· Lebensraum

· World conquest

Hitler's Foreign Policy Aims
· Four aims

· Reverse Versailles

· Unite all Germans

· Extend living space

· Achieve world conquest as befits German power

· Necessitated Germany to strengthen its military

· Only allowed 100,000 men 

· Banned tanks, submarines, and an air force 

· Only allowed 6 battleships

· Needed to break the ToV and withdraw from the League of Nations

1930 The Geneva Disarmament Conference
· 1930-34 --> members of the League of Nations and the USA 

· Discussed world disarmament

· Committed members to disarm

· Hitler saw the disarmament proposals as unfair

· Made Germany weaker in compared to its neighbours

· Since 1922 Germany had been rearming

· Dutch and Belgian suppliers were arming them

· 1922 Treaty of Rappalo

· Allowed Germany to retrain its forces in the Soviet Union

· Hitler argued that Germany would only disarm fully if everyone else did

· Wanted Germany to rearm to the same levels as everyone else

1933 - Germany Withdraws from Conference
· October 1933

· Cited 'unequal treatment'

· Called a public plebiscite (vote) - 95% of people voted in favour

· International response was alarmist

· Signal of Hitlers intention to rearm

· Broke the 'Four-Power Pact' between Germany, Italy, France and Britain

International Response
· Britain was very sympathetic to German demands

· Germany seemed a key ally against the USSR

· Clear that a treaty revision would be needed to keep Germany happy

· Policy of appeasement

· Poland was worried about the threat

· January 1934 - Hitler signed a 10 year non-aggression pact with Poland

· 1935 - USSR responded by signing alliances with France and Czechoslovakia 

· France feared rearmament 

· Failed to find support to deal with GErmany

· German/Polish agreement had weakened the French relationship with Poland

The Dolfuss Affair
· Hitler gambled on agitating for Anschluss

· July 1934 - Austrian Nazi's assassinated Austrian Chancellor Englebert Dolfuss 

· Wanted to unite Germany and Austria

· Mussolini feared Germany and moved his armies to the Brenner Pass

· Hitler was scared into backing down

· Isolated Germany and strengthen relations between Italy, France, and Britain

The Saarland Returns
· Coal-rich

· German territory given to France after WWI

· Administered by the League of Nations and France controlled its economy

· Treaty of Versailles stated a plebiscite would be held in 1935 to decide which country to revert to

· Germany won by a landslide

March 1935 - The Inevitable Decision - Rearmament
· 16th March 1935 

· Hitler announced to the press that Germany has the Luftwaffe 

· Contravenes the Treaty of Versailles

· Announces the re-introduction of conscription 

· Army of 750,000

· France and Britain denounced the move

· April 1935 - Signed the Stresa Front with Italy 

June 1935 - Anglo-German Naval Agreement
· Britian feared that another naval arms race was imminent

· Naval reductions of the London Naval Conference and Great Depression left the Navy in trouble

· Economic shortfall

· British admirals were content to see treaties signed with foreign  powers to limit their navies

· Germany was allowed to build a fleet 35% of the size of the Royal Navy

· Hitler saw this as the beginning of an alliance

· Britain saw it as a way to limit German rearmament

· Agreement was controversial

· Seen as a betrayal of the Stresa Pact 

· Allowed Mussolini to invade Abyssinia 

March 1936 - Remilitarisation of the Rhineland
· 7th March 1936 - Hitler marched 20,000 troops back into the Rhineland

· Another clear beach of the Treaty

· World is focussed on Abysinnia 

· Hitler gambled that Britain and France wouldn't react

· Boosted his domestic popularity

· Many in Britain and sympathetic and unwilling to consider war

· France faced domestic elections and didn't want to risk war

The Spanish Civil War
· Failure of Britain and France to unite against Hitler --> Mussolini swings to Germany

· Italy and Germany propped up General Franco 

· A victory would isolate France

The Rome-Berlin Axis
· Cooperation in the Spanish Civil War cemented the relationship of Italy and Germany

· 1st November 1936 --> Formal alliance

· Both recognised each other's sphere of influence

· 25th November Germany would create the Anti-Comintern Pact with Japan 

· Italy joined a year later

Hossbach Meeting
· 1937 Hitler has tranformed Germany 

· Rapidly rearming economic powerhouse 

· Managed to isolate France and encircle the USSR

· Colonel Hossbach recorded the meeting 

· Hossbach Memorandum details Hitler's foreign policy

· Quickly conquer Austria and Czechoslovakia

· Needed to strike before 1943 

What factors shaped German foreign policy?
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· Historical Perspectives
· ​Hitler is evil

· Hitler had a plan for war

· Intentionist

· Hitler the blunderer

· AJP Taylor - Hitler accidently caused war

· Had no plan and took advantage

· Structuralist/Determinist

· Hitler the Pragmatisit

· Allan Bullock says he was an opportunist

· Motivated by a lust for power

· Intentionist/Structuralist 


What influenced his foreign policy?
· Legacy of Versailles

· Racial Beliefs

· Domestic Problems

· Consolidating Power

· Nazi ideology

· Contemporary events

The Shock of Defeat on National Identity
· FP came from the legacy of the First World War

· Under Kaiser Wilhelm --> protect and extend its territory and continental supremacy 

· Germany had a history of expansionism

· 9th of November --> abdication

The Legacy of the War
· 11th of November --> armistice was signed 

· Came as a huge suprise to many Germans

· 'November Criminals' --> people who signed the treaty

· This undermined the legitimacy of the Weimar Republic

· Lots of attempts to revolt 

· Proportional representation led to weak and indecisive coalition governments

The 'Diktat' 
· Outcome of the Paris Peace Conference worsened support

· Severity of the Treaty of Versailles spawned revisionist feeling amongst nearly all Germans

· Led to political extremisim 

· Wasn't harsh enough to destroy Germany but was harsh enough to anger them

Economic Catastrophe
· Ruhr Crisis of 1923

· Hyperinflation 

· Short-lived American funded economy in the 1920's

· 1929 Wall Street Crash --> Great Depression plunged Germany back into crisis

· 1/3 unemployed

Hitler's Foreign Policy Aims and Motives
· Promised to tear-up the Treaty of Versailles

· Restore Germany to greatness

International Context in the 1930's
· Legacy of the First World War provided fertile ground for extremism

· Shaped the worldview of NSDAP

· Hitler had unique aims and goals

What were the causes and effects of the Abyssinian War?
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Significance of the Conflict
· October 1935

· Turning point in foreign policy

· Invasion led to conflict with Britain and France

· Exposed the weakness of collective security and the League of Nations

· Italy moved closer to Nazi Germany

· The invasion itself was no surprise

· Mussolini wanted to build national prestige and domestic support by establishing a large overseas empire

General Long-term reasons
· A nationalist dream to have an Empire

· Avenge the 1896 Adowa defeat

· Consolidate Italy's position in East Africa

· Show Italy as an imperial power like Britain

· Develop the cult of the Duce

· Keep Fascism on the boil, ready to act

· Rally support at home

· Develop emigration and export markets

· Find oil

Immediate Reasons
· Divert attention from the economic failings of the Corporate State and the Depression

· Exploit the favourable international situation

· Show Hitler Italy's power --> Wanted war before Germany was too strong

· Mussolini gained the impression that the British and French would have no objection 

What happened?
· 3rd October 1935 - Italy invaded

· Invasion was proceeded by border clashes between the two in December in 1934

· Haile Selassie appealed to the League of Nations 

· League imposed an arms embargo on both sides 

· Abyssinia had no arms whereas Italy could produce their own

· Italy used chemical weapons for the first time since WWI

· 1936 - Finally captured Addis Ababa and annexed the territory

Economic Sanctions
· League declared Mussolini to be an aggressor 

· Imposed economic sanctions

· Failed massively

· Didn't include coal, oil and steel

· Took a month to implement

· Britain failed to close the Suez Canal

· Non-member countries could still trade with Italy

· USA, Japan and Germany still traded with them

Diplomatic Negotiations
· Hoare-Laval Pact - December 1935 

· Secret agreement

· Gave Mussolini 2/3 of Abyssinia in return for peace

· HOWEVER

· Details were linked --> caused ministers to resign and the deal failed

Impact on Abyssinia
· Italian East Africa

· Ethiopians launched a guerilla war

· Italians introduced concentration camps

· Racial segregation

Impact on Italy
· Invasion was the peak of his popularity

· Praised by the Church

· Consolidated his Empire

· Budget deficit rose from 2.5 billion to 16 billion

· 250,000 troops occupied 

· 2% of Italian trade was with it's Empire

· Gained a reputation for brutality

Impact on International Relations
· Destroyed the idea of collective security

· League of Nations rendered useless

· Sanctions had encouraged Italy to trade with Germany (friendship grew)

· Weakness of the League encouraged Hitler to remilitarise the Rhineland

· Britain and France couldn't trust Italy

· Became isolationist

· Closer relationship with Germany

· October 1936 - Rome-Berlin Axis was signed in Rome

· Both sides intervened in the Spanish Civil War 

· Europe was dividing into two camps

How did Italian foreign policy change between 1922 and 1933?
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1923 - The Corfu Incident
· Mussolini blamed Greece for the murder of 4 Italian diplomats 

· Greece refused to offer an apology and pay economic compensation

· Mussolini bombarded and invaded Corfu

· League of Nations failed to settle the dispute

· Mussolini threatened to leave if his demands weren't met

· Then ruled that Greece should pay reparations

· British threatened intervention if the Greeks didn't pay

· Mussolini finally withdrew

· Relations with Britain and France were damaged

Fiume
· Territory in Yugoslavia that Italy claimed was theirs

· Mussolini invaded shortly after Corfu

· King of Yugoslavia handed him the territory

· France disliked the intimidation used by Italy

· Britain continued to clash with Mussolini

Italy and Collective Security in the 1920's
· European nations determined it would be impossible to expect the post war treaties to be upheld by the use of force

· Promised international treaties of collective security

· Rejected war as a means to solve conflict

· Mussolini chose this moment to appear to be conciliatory

· Joined efforts of collective security --> diffuse British and French suspicions

· Neither the Italian economy or armed forces were ready to engage in conflict

1925 Locarno Pact
· Signed by France, Germany, Britain, Belgium and Italy

· Guaranteed frontiers between Germany, France, and Belgium (in line with the Treaty of Versailles)

· Britain and Italy acted as underwriters

· Agreed to defend the signatories

· Wasn't a success for Italy

· Feared German expansion East into Austria

· Mussolini appeared to be a good European after this treaty

· However he was secretly funding separatist forces

Impact of the Great Depression on Foreign Policy
· Economy was already in difficult due to the value of the Lira

· Additional burden was created

· Italy lost financial support from the US

· Decrease in international demand --> production fell by 25% between 1929-32

· 1932 - Unemployment at 1 million

· Increased state intervention in response

· Navy and air force recruitment

· Believed that Italy could expand due to other countries being weak

Rise of Hitler
· June 1933 - Mussolini proposed a treaty between Italy, Germany, France, and Britain 

· Four Power Pact was signed to promote collaboration and peace

· Improved the cult of Mussolini as a successful international leader

· When Hitler withdrew from the League of Nations --> relations became hard to maintain

· Concerned over Hitler's intentions in Austria

· July 1934 - Austria's chancellor was murdered by Nazi agents

· Italy threatened to intervene in defence of Austrian independence

· Germany backed down due to a lack of strength

· Mussolini proposed a conference with Britain and France to control Germany

· Stresa Front was signed 

· National interests were put ahead of collective security

· Before Stresa Mussolini had begun to mobilize troops in his African colonies

· Britain helped Germany break the Treaty of Versailles by signing the Anglo-German Naval Agreement in 1935

· France and Italy were outraged that they weren't consulted 

​ 

What factors shaped Italian foreign policy?
 

1. Imperial Design - Foreign Policy was planned and consistant with traditional Italian foreign policy, determinist view

2. Opportunist - Foreign Policy was chaotic, occasionally aggressive, sometimes concilatory 

3. Propaganda - Used Foreign Policy as a way to strengthen his how domestic power 


Causes of Expansion
· Italy was a relatively new country in WWI

· Concept of national identity was still in the making

· Italians were more loyal to their region than their country

· Pope didn't recognise the Italian state

· The majority of the population was torn between political citizenship and religion

· Poverty, illiteracy and malnutrition were high in the South

· Italy had minimal colonies after the war

· Italy started the war as a neutral country

· Joined the Allies under the London pact

· Even though Germany was stripped of its colonies, none went to Italy

· A wave of nationalism took place after the war

· Economic issues

· Italy owed large amounts to Britain and the US

· Used to finance the war effort

· Inflation and unemployment caused unrest

· Social issues

· Repeated workers strikes and riots

· Peasant attempts to take over land in the south

· Political issues

· Coalition governments after the war were inefficient

· Limited democratic experience

· Industrialists and landowners feared Bolshevism

· Offered paramilitary oragnisations financial support in exchange for protection

Impact of Mussolini's Fascism on Italy's Foreign Policy
· Italian Fascism

· From 1922 to 1945

· Mussolini thought it was an ideology that was constantly changing 

· Moved from being anti-monarchic to working with the monarchy

· Liberal to highly protectionist

· Acting from an 'honest broker' to like a 'mad dog'

Expansionist Foreign Policy
· Saw it as a right and necessity 

· Right

· Mussolini saw the need to revise the postwar treaties in order to revert to the 'mutilated peace' of 1919

· Mussolini believed in Italy's imperial destiny 

· Had a right to the Mediterranean region

· Mussolini defended Italy's right to claim more territories with racial arguments

· Necessity

· Propaganda was an important characteristic of fascism, territorial expansion was used to increase Italy's prestige and to enhance the cult of the leader

· Italy needed colonies to provide arable land in order to expand the economy as weel as new territories to resettle a growing Italian population

· Mussolini's regime met increasing challange at home, a successful foreign policy was sought as an opportunity to move attention away from his domestic policies

How did Mussolini plan to achieve these aims?
· Head of a coalition government --> obtained dictatorial powers very quickly

· Used coercion and intimidation of the opposition

· Founded a secret police, implemented cenorship and reformed the opposition

· 1925 - formal opposition to Fascism was banned and Mussolini ruled by decree

· Centre of a personality cult

Impact of Domestic Economic Issues on Italy's Foreign Policy up to 1929

· Mussolini knew that to have an aggressive foreign policy, he needed to solve the economic issues


· Economy relied on imports and was small

· Burdened by huge unemployment, inequality between the South and North, and reliant on imports

· Up to 1925 --> economic policy was liberal

· Encouraged private investment and the reactivation of the economy

· Unemployment dropped from 500,000 to 122,000

· Budget surplus

· After 1925 --> protectionist economy

· Wanted Italy to be self-sufficient

· Aimed on increasing national production

· Import duty on goods

· Battle for Grain --> increase production of cereals

· Battle for the Lira --> revalued to provide Italian prestige

· Export of traditional products (olives and win) dropped

· Exports suffered with the new value of the Lira

What were the final stages of the move to global war?
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June 1941 - Operation Barbarossa 
· German invasion of the Soviet Union changed everything

· Brought them to an alliance with Britain and the US

· Gave Japan the opportunity to implement the strike north strategy

· PM Konoe was cautious and looked for improved relations with the US

· New that the Army would be angry

· US warned Japan not to invade the Soviets

· 'Endanger peace in the Pacific'

· US broke Japanese codes to know their diplomatic plans

Emergence of the ABCD Bloc
· Japanese Foreign Minister spent much of 1941 trying to end border disputes with Thailand and Indochina

· Japan was establishing itself as the dominant power in Asia

· Response came from the ABCD Bloc

· US, Britain, China and the Dutch 

· Apply economic pressure to Japan 

· Presence of the US fleet in the Pacific

· It established the basis for future cooperation

· Akire Iriye claims Japan viewed it as an ultimatu, either accept the anglo-american domination or fight
· Japan did not think US would attack with Japan allied to Germany and Italy who were on the verge of victory

· Japanese Navy planned for war

· Believed victory was possible with a surprise attack

· Planned to strike Pearl Harbour

Indochina and US oil embargo
· Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam was a french colony

· Occupation due to Germany attacking Soviets

· Meant the Soviets wouldn't attack Manchuria

· France had no option but to let the Japanese take over - 1941

· Gave access to tin, rubber and raw material

· US freezed all Japanese assets

· Embargo on the sale of oil 

· Japanese army viewed this as a sign of war

· Feared they would run out of oil by the end of the year 

· Japan wanted to negotiate but their demands were unreasonable

The Failure of Diplomacy
· Negotiations between the two took place in late 1941

· US Ambassador made it clear that the British and French must agree to any terms 

· Konoe resigned as PM due to the failure of talks

· Tojo became PM 

· 30 Novemeber was the final deadline for negotiations

· Washington thought Japan were desperate for an agreement

· US wanted them to leave the Tripartite Act

· 20 Novemeber - Pearl Harbour task force was ready to sail

· US insisted Japan withdraw from China and Indochina

The Hull Note
· Hull note presented to Ambassador Nomura 

· Outlined that Japan should withdraw from China and Indochina

· Tojo interpreted it as a declaration of war

The Descent into War
· 29 November 1941 - Emperor Showa was told that war was inevitable

· US knew that an attack was imminent but didn't know when or where

· Roosevelt sent one last message on December 6 calling for the withdrawal from Indochina

· Attack took place on December 7th

· Britain declared war on the 8th after the invasion of Singapore, Malaya and Hong Kong

How did relations with Western nations influence Japanese Foreign Policy?
 

A New Order in East Asia
· New stage of policy decided at an Imperial Conference meeting

· Moderates hoped for a negotiated end to the China incident

· New Order demonstrated a significant shift to destroy China

· Japan would cease to recognise Jiang Jieshi's government unless certain demands were met

· Formal recognition of Manchukuo

· Establishment of neutral zones in northern China and inner Mongolia

· Payment of reparations to Japan

· Sino-Japanese cooperation in the ares of central China occupied by Japan

·  Japan was being drawn into a war which would drain its resources and economy

· Novemeber 1938 - New Order for East Asia was announced officially

· Puppet government was announced by the Japanese

· Japan would also become China's main trading partner

· Violated Washington System of 1922 which guaranteed sovreignty of China

· Japan and the Axis Powers
· ​1936 - Hitler and mussolini meet to agree a pact of mutual understanding

· 1938 - Hitler withdrew all German advisors from China and recognized Manchukuo 

· 1939 - Pact of Steel was signed between Germany and Italy 

· 1940 - Japan joined

· Hitler noted Japn's potential as an ally

· He knew thta it would distract the British and the Soviets

Nazi-Soviet Pact
· 23 August 1939 - Nazi-Soviet Pact was confusing to politicians outside Berlin and the Kremlin

· Secretly divided Poland and gave Stalin the Baltic States

· Japan was hoping that the Nazi's would support them against the Soviets 

· Isolated Japan even further 

· Shook the foundations of Japan's anti-Soviet, anti-Communist pact with Germany

· Army supported military alliance with Germany

· Navy was concerned that it would alienate the US and Britain 

Outbreak of the War in Europe
· Phoney War after the invasion of Polan

· Japan was buyoed by the fall of France and the isolation of Britain

· Japan was able to apply pressure on Britain to close its supply route through Burma to China

· France also had to give up control of Indochina

· Japan also wanted the Dutch East Indies 

· German conquest opened up Japanese opportunity 

· Konoe returned as PM in 1940 

· Tojo Hideki became war minister

· Key Foreign Policy decisions

· Strengthen ties with Germany and Italy

· To create a New Order in Asia

· To sign a non-aggression pact with the Soviet Union

· To bring the British, French, and Dutch colonies in East Asia under Japanese control

· To reach an agreement with Jiang Jieshi and bring China into the New Order

The Tianjin Incident
· Significant event in the Anglo-Japanese relations in 1939 

· Fuelled British fears it would have to fight against Japan and Germany at the same time

· Tianjin was important center for Chinese trade

· Home to 3,000 British nationals 

· April 1939 - Chinese national working as a Japanese bank manager was murdered 

· Japan then demanded four suspects to be released from the British concession

· British ambassador to China claimed they shouldn't give in to Japanese demands

· Japan responded by imposing a blockade and humiliating British recidents

· War could have broken out if Britain had retaliated

· Britain agreed not to undermine Japanese authority but wouldn't let the police into the conecession

· They handed over the four suspects who were then executed

· Tainjin incident made it clear that the UK would need US support in China

· Roosevelt didn't send military aid but did show support by removing the Japanese trade agreement

· It encouraged Britain to respond more firmly to Japanese aggression

· It bolstered Chinese morale

· It met with widespread approval in the US, affirming the tough stance against Japan

· Japan's decision to signi the Tripartite ACt and to occupy Indochina prompted the US

· Move its fleet to Pearl Harbour

· Sign a lend-lease deal with Britain

· End the sale of aviation fuel and scrap metal to Japan

Signing of the Tripartite Pact
· 27 September 1940 - Japan signed the Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy

· Germany and Italy recognized the leadership of Japan in Asia

· Japan recognized the leadership of Germany and Italy in Europe

· All agreed to support each other if attacked by a power 'not involved in the European or in the Sino-Japanese conflicts'

· Unnamed power was the United States

· Japan agreement would have alleviated concerns that Britain would move towards an accomadation with the US

· For Germany the pact was supposed to dissuade the US from aiding Britain

Border Conflict between Japan and the Soviets
· Second United Front led to a flow of aid from the Soviets to China

· Relations worsened in December 1939 when the League of Nations condemned the Soviet invasion of Finland and expelled them

· China could have prevented this meeting by using their veto power

· Jiang instructed the Chinese member to abstain

· Jiang was prepared to risk Soviet reprecussions 

· Jiang suspected Stalin was less committed to helping China win but to create a war of attrition

· Stalin thought this would delay an attack on the Soviets by Japan

· More serious border skirmishes

· Battle of Khalkhin-Gol 

· 20,000 Japanese troops died 

· Cost of the campaign convinced the Army to abandon the 'Strike North' strategy

· Conflict continued between the two countries

· April 1941

· Both had more urgent threats

· Soviet relationship with Germany was breaking down

· Japan was risking war with the British and US

· Soviets and Japan signed a neutrality pact

· Soviet aid to China ended

· With the Northern border secure, Japan attacked Indochina

· Further it came to realizing foreign policy aims, the further it moved from improving relations with the US 

US foreign policy after 1936
· Roosevelt's foreign policy was isolationism

· Response to public opinion that opposed US involvement in Europe

· Nye Committe hearings revealed profits made by arms manufacturers in WW1

· Rejected membership of the League of Nations

· Rejected membership of the Court of Justice 

· Neutrality Acts of 1935-7 reflect the policy

Quarantine Speech​
· 5 October 1937 - In Chicago Roosevelt gave a speech which changed foreign policy

· Spoke of a growing anarchy and instability 

· A need to quarantine aggressor nations 

· Said America was looking for a way to preserve peace 

· Sinking of USS Panay in 1937 applied more pressure

· Public reaction was muted

· Isolationists wanted a new law meaning  a referendum had to be held to declare a war

· Amendment failed by a narrow margin

·  US remained tied to isolation 

· $1 billion to be spent on a huge navy

End of American Isolationism
· At the outbreak of war --> US declared neutrality

· Did allow Britain and France to buy arms from them

· 1941 - Roosevelt gave Britain surplus planes, guns and ammunition

What was the impact of the 'China Incident' on International Relations?
 

Popular Response to Nanjing

· February 1938 - International Peace Campaign in London

· Protesting against a Japanese invasion of China 

· Called for the boycott of Japanese goods

· Private boycott as government would never support it

· Washington Commonwealth Federation boycotted goods as well

A New Order in East Asia

· New stage of policy decided at an Imperial Conference meeting

· Moderates hoped for a negotiated end to the China incident

· New Order demonstrated a significant shift to destroy China

· Japan would cease to recognise Jiang Jieshi's government unless certain demands were met


· Formal recognition of Manchukuo

· Establishment of neutral zones in northern China and inner Mongolia

· Payment of reparations to Japan

· Sino-Japanese cooperation in the ares of central China occupied by Japan

·  Japan was being drawn into a war which would drain its resources and economy

· Novemeber 1938 - New Order for East Asia was announced officially

· Puppet government was announced by the Japanese

· Japan would also become China's main trading partner

· Violated Washington System of 1922 which guaranteed sovreignty of China

· Japan and the Axis Powers


· ​1936 - Hitler and mussolini meet to agree a pact of mutual understanding

· 1938 - Hitler withdrew all German advisors from China and recognized Manchukuo 

· 1939 - Pact of Steel was signed between Germany and Italy 

· 1940 - Japan joined

· Hitler noted Japn's potential as an ally

· He knew thta it would distract the British and the Soviets


Nazi-Soviet Pact


· 23 August 1939 - Nazi-Soviet Pact was confusing to politicians outside Berlin and the Kremlin

· Secretly divided Poland and gave Stalin the Baltic States

· Japan was hoping that the Nazi's would support them against the Soviets 

· Isolated Japan even further 

· Shook the foundations of Japan's anti-Soviet, anti-Communist pact with Germany

· Army supported military alliance with Germany

· Navy was concerned that it would alienate the US and Britain 


Outbreak of the War in Europe


· Phoney War after the invasion of Polan

· Japan was buyoed by the fall of France and the isolation of Britain

· Japan was able to apply pressure on Britain to close its supply route through Burma to China

· France also had to give up control of Indochina

· Japan also wanted the Dutch EAst Indies 

· German conquest opened up Japanese opportunity 

