“WE WILL BURY YOU!” by Dr. Anthony Neal

Kuzma's mother or Kuzka's mother (Russian: Кузькина мать. Kuzka is a diminutive of Kuzma, a Russian form of the name "Cosmas") is a part of the Russian idiomatic expression "to show Kuzka's mother to someone" (Russian: Показать кузькину мать (кому-либо)), an expression of an unspecified threat or punishment, such as "to teach someone a lesson" or "to punish someone in a brutal way". It entered the history of the foreign relations of the Soviet Union as part of the image of Nikita Khrushchev, along with the shoe-banging incident and the phrase "We will bury you".
The origin of the expression is unclear.

In his memoirs, Nikita Khrushchev mentions various "interesting and peculiar situations", including an occasion of him using this expression while mentioning that it was not the first time it confused the translators. The footnote in this volume to this item says that the 1999 Russian edition gave a mistaken "scientific etymology" of the expression derived from the folk name Kuzka the bug of a pest insect Anisoplia austriaca, who winters burrowed deeply under in the soil, so it is hard to uncover it. The editors of the English version claim that it is a guesswork of the annotator.

Viktor Sukhodrev (Виктор Суходрев), a personal interpreter of Khrushchev and later Alexei Kosygin, in his interview says that Khrushchev first used this expression in public during the 1959 kitchen debate with Richard Nixon at the opening of the American National Exhibition in Sokolniki Park exposition centre, Moscow. During a discussion about communism vs. capitalism Khrushchev boasted that the Soviet Union will "catch up with and surpass" (догонит и перегонит) the United States, and "we shall show you Kuzka's mother". The interpreter was stunned and said something literal about the mother of Kuzma.

Phraseologic dictionaries from the 19th century record other versions of the saying about Kuzka's mother, such as "to let someone know Kuzka's mother's name" or "to learn Kuzka's mother's name".This resembles some sort of naming taboo.
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Soviet Premier/First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union Nikita Khrushchev proclaimed to western capitalist nations in 1956, “We will bury you!”   At the top of this hit list of course was the United States of America. Khrushchev’s bravado often caused consternation among western countries.  At the time, the Soviet Union was the world’s other superpower. Its communist system was antithetical to the West in general and the United States in particular. This rivalry spawned an entire vocabulary with such words and concepts as: containment, Cold War, arms race, proxy wars, realpolitik, superpowers, East vs. West, and mutually assured destruction (MAD).  Ironically the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991 giving the west a victory as of sorts.

Many political observers tout the military as the entity to watch as it pertains to the strength of a nation. However, the real combatants in the Cold War were the cold warriors respectively representing the CIA and KGB.  The author of this article regularly refers to an earlier quote in which I state “ideas do not die.”  Khrushchev’s “We will bury you!” quote was an idea sincerely held by more individuals than the man who uttered the words.  In 1991 a thirty nine year old Lieutenant Colonel retired from the KGB.  Essentially Vladamir Putin began his transition from the underworld of Soviet intelligence to public politics in Russia.  The west was mistaken in believing that Russia simply wanted to become another European country by capitulating to the world order envision and established by western democracies.  What the west has come to understand is that Putin is intent on undermining western democracies. Khrushchev died twenty years prior to the collapse of the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, the idea of “We will bury you!” lives on.  Based on the Brexit vote in England and alt-right challenges in France and Germany, the idea of “We will bury you!” is alive and well in Putin’s Russia.

The NATO alliance was correct in building a military deterrence to Soviet aggression and adventurism.  America’s membership in NATO helps to undergird the alliance with one the greatest militaries on the planet.  Russia still has a nuclear arsenal.  However, the west has made the mistake of interpreting “We will bury you!” as being buried with ashes from a nuclear war.  America’s borders are fortified, but America is vulnerable to collapse at its core.  Almost half of America’s reaction to President Barack Obama sent a massive signal to the world that America is suffering from racism. Lincoln stated that no nation could live half slave or half free.  Lincoln went on to argue that it would become one thing or the other.  Half slave half free is a prism through which a sizable portion of the American electorate views America. Therefore, when a charlatan carnival barker came along promising to make American great again, he provided a key to unlock the gate and provide inroads to destabilize American democracy.  Another inroad is America’s love affair with the gun. Donald Trump came to political prominence questioning whether Barack Obama was born in the United States.  Many Republican leaders, including Trump, argued that Putin was a better leader than Barack Obama.  Of course, those outside of America saw this as an opportunity to court the opposition to Barack Obama as yet another inroad to American to attack American democracy.  The gun lobby, led by the NRA, has become another avenue to destabilize American democracy. The peddling of an irrational stance on guns in America contributes to an undermining because it leaves one open to manipulation due to not being able to compromise. For example, the answer to gun violence is to inundate America with more guns. The negative reaction toward victims of the most recent mass shooting indicates that a certain part of America has died.   To arm teachers in the classroom is not indicative of a civilized society. Such a position gives evidence of a failed society. Of course, Donald Trump leads this dead society.  He is the candidate that Russia chose to assist in the burying of America.  As of this writing, they chose well. President Trump has chosen a gravesite for America and handed Vladamir Putin the shovel.         
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