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Vietnam War

Key: to stopping the
spread off Communism
Was: Vietnam

Erance controlled
Vietnam,, LLaes, and
Cambodia in wWhat Was
called French
Inaoching




Indochina

During WWIT Japani teek control
Of thejarea

70 ClI M Whorwas a
communist suppoerter Whe

formed the V/etmyirar to; OVer
throw! Japanese forces) that took
contrel durng WAVII

Being enemies of Japan the U.S.
sent military aid te the Vietminh

When Japan lest WWIT, He Chi
Minhi declared Vietnam
independent



French troeps invade to drive out the
\Vietminh

France; appealed te U.S. for help, but U.S.
Was tormn

x Anti-colonization and Anti=' communist

Withr China falling to: communismiand the

start of the, Korean War the; ULS. decides to
give France military aid

By 1954 the U.S. Is paying fox =4 of Frances
Wal: COStS




Domine Theory

ULS. defends this by stressing| the
posSIbility off the domino theory

Soviet Union = China = Koreas = Vietham?




Geneva Accords

\/ietnam is alsordivided! in /2 at the 174
parallel

=North led by Ho Chi Minh

-Southrled by: Nger Ding Diemi (with: U.S. as protectorate)
-firee elections were to be held in 1956

Diem refused tor allow elections in 1956
pecause Minh was stre tor win

Vietnam heads for a Civil:War with the
ULS. caught ini the middle




Ngo Dinh Diem

ngodinhdiem




IHor Chi Minh
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American Involvement in Vietnam




Eisenhower and Kennedy.
Administrations

iHo Chi Minh formed ar new
guerrilla army including
some southr Vietnamese
called the: Vietcong

US sent military advisers te
train S Vietnam

BUt the' Vietcong| Were too
POWeEriitl
















Strategic Hamlets

Diem with' urging firom the US, established
strategic hamiets;

Basically, containment: camps to keep:S.
Vietnamese in andl sale; and fremi helping
the\Vietcongd










Diem(s reign of: Tierror

Corrupt ac

ministration

Very Unpo

aular

Discriminatearagainst Buddnism

s One of the most popular religions in Vietham

s O people were killedl by Diemrs police during
religious protests

\/ietnamese Generals assassinated Diem
with the suppert of the; US










Diem’s assassination

IHowever unpepular Diem hadi been he
Was alsera streng political leader

Witheut Diem Seuthr Vietnam: collapses
US must get more invelved




Joehnsoni and: Vietnam

didnftwant: ar biggerwar;, but nad torbe
strong; against Communism

GuliFoff Tienkin

s Johnsoen claims US destreyers were fired upon
Py N. Vietnamese boats unprevoked

s Johnson fails ter mention that the US, ships
had been spying on the Vietcong




Difficult Warfare

US arrogantly: believed that it weuld be an: eary,
Walr ter Win

Ambushes

BOODY. traps

Guerrilla tactics

Vietcong blended in withi civilians

“a War Where noetning Is ever guite; certain and
NOWhHErE IS ever guite, saie”
















US tactics

Searchand

destrey. missions

s Find the enemy,
pembthem,
destroy the
sUpply.lines;, ana
force them: out
Intor the epen

Napalm

Adent Orange-
purn eut jungle
COVer:






Adent Orange; Dangers

[Dangerous side; effiects on: civilians and seldiers
= Birth defiects
s Spin Bifiida

s Cancers

= Skin disorders






















% \ NDRTH VIET NAM

Ime, July 2

Nerthl Vietham sent
supplies to the

Vieteong In the
soUth througn the

Ho Chi Minh. Trall




US underestimated the Vietcong strength
and endurance

Vietcong were willing to; sufier huge
casualties

SUand China beth aided N. Vietnam

US was forced torfight:arwal off attrition

1969 US pulls out treops; South Vietham
IS taken eVver and Becomes Communist
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US Vietham War Death Totals
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