Transform old stuffed animals into puppets!
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You can see most stuffing was removed, other than some at the ends of the feet and arms for shape.credit: Alicia Bayer
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The easiest way:
1.  Cut a horizontal slit in the back of an unwanted stuffed animal, wide enough for kids to insert their hands.

2.  Remove the fluff (save it for another use if you like, like making handmade pillows or pincushions for gifts).  Generally, the heads will be sewn separately and some parts like hands and feet may also be separately stuffed.  Leave these stuffed if you like. 

3.  That's it!  Show kids how to put their hands in and use them as puppets.  They can usually slip one finger in each arm to wave them around too.

The almost as easy version:
Do the above steps but finish the raw edges so they don't unravel (which has never really been a problem for us).

The nearly almost as easy version:
1.  Cut straight across the stuffed animal at the "belly" area. 

2.  Take out all of the stuffing.

3.  Hem on the sewing machine.  This makes your classic hand puppet.

No matter how you make them, these are easy frugal fun.  Another advantage is that they take up less room this way.  Best of all, they make for all sorts of creative play!

