Topic 10: Authoritarian states (20th century)

19. “Successful foreign policy was essential for the maintenance of power by authoritarian leaders.”

With reference to one authoritarian leader, to what extent do you agree with this statement?

Candidates must demonstrate a clear understanding of the requirements of the question; in this

case, candidates will need to discuss the extent to which they agree with the statement that

successful foreign policy was essential for the maintenance of power for one authoritarian leader

they have studied.

Points discussed may include:

• Candidates should make explicit reference to one example of an authoritarian leader.

Examples may be drawn from a wide variety of leaders, such as Nyerere, Perón, Pinochet,

Mao, Pol Pot, Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini;

• Candidates should examine the extent to which a successful foreign policy was essential for the

maintenance of power by the authoritarian leader being discussed. For example, in the case of

Nasser, “Nasserism” was built on Egypt’s opposition to “imperialist influence” in the Arab world

and a belief in the benefits of pan-Arab unity. Nationalism required the building of a strong state

with a powerful military and a mission to defend the Arab world against imperialism and

Zionism. Nasser’s charismatic leadership and nationalistic foreign policy legitimized the regime

and helped him to maintain power;

• Candidates may also weigh successful foreign policy against other factors that could be seen as

essential for the maintenance of power. For example, domestic policies could be seen to play

an essential role in the maintenance of power either as much as, or in fact more than, foreign

policy. For example, in the case of Hitler policies such as reducing unemployment through

government infrastructure projects, or expanding the armaments industries, providing

employment, income, and a rising standard of living, which increased Hitler’s popularity and

reduced opposition;

• In addition to domestic economic policies, other factors aside from foreign policy that may be

considered essential to maintaining power could include factors such as the removal of political

opponents; censorship; propaganda; coercion; personal qualities and charisma; and support

from key groups such as the armed forces;

• Responses achieving marks in the top bands will include a clear judgment on the extent to

which they agree with the statement that a successful foreign policy was essential for the

maintenance of power for their chosen example.

The above material is an indication of what candidates may elect to write about in their responses;

however, it is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive and no set answer is required. Examiners are

reminded of the need to apply the markbands that provide the “best fit” to the responses given by

candidates and to award credit wherever it is possible to do so.

20. Compare and contrast the impact on women of the policies of two authoritarian states, each

chosen from a different region.

Candidates must demonstrate a clear understanding of the requirements of the question.

Candidates must discuss both the similarities and differences in the impact on women of the

policies of two authoritarian states, from two different regions.

Points discussed may include:

• Candidates must discuss two specific examples of authoritarian states, from two different

regions. Examples may be drawn from a wide variety of states, such as Egypt under Nasser,

Iraq under Saddam Hussein, Cuba under Castro, Haiti under Duvalier, Indonesia under

Sukarno, Pakistan under Zia ul Haq, Spain under Franco, or Poland under Pilsudski;

• The focus should be explicitly on similarities and differences in the impact on women of the

policies of the two authoritarian states selected. Discussion may focus on areas such as

whether women received improved treatment in terms of employment, education,

marriage/divorce legislation and inheritance laws; whether their social, political and economic

status deteriorated under the new authoritarian state due to the withdrawal of rights previously

held; the extent to which ideology, as opposed to pragmatism, was present in the treatment of

women, for example, in the field of employment, in the interests of literally “building” the state or

during time of conflict; legal rights, etc;

• Candidates must give an account of the similarities and differences in the impact on women of

the policies of two authoritarian states, not simply describe the policies. A thematic approach is

therefore likely to be more successful for this question.

The above material is an indication of what candidates may elect to write about in their responses;

however, it is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive and no set answer is required. Examiners are

reminded of the need to apply the markbands that provide the “best fit” to the responses given by

candidates and to award credit wherever it is possible to do so.

Topic 12: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century)

23. Examine the impact of the US policy of containment on superpower relations between 1947 and

1964.

Candidates must demonstrate a clear understanding of the requirements of the question. In this

case, candidates must examine the impact of containment on superpower relations, rather than

simply describe a narrative of key events from the period.

Points discussed may include:

• Candidates are expected to refer to Cold War events that demonstrate the use and impact of

the US policy of containment within the timeframe of 1947–1964. The starting point of 1947

may be linked to the Truman Doctrine. The end point of 1964 would allow candidates to

consider the success or failure of the application of US policy to events up to the end of the

Khrushchev era;

• 1947 – The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan. The aim of both was to prevent the spread

of Communism in the immediate aftermath of the war in Europe and can be seen as having

been directed against the expansion of communism in Europe. The USSR response was to

revive COMINTERN renamed as COMINFORM (1947) and to criticize the Marshall Plan as

“dollar imperialism”. This episode worsened superpower relations and may be seen as having

provoked the Czech coup of 1948;

• 1948 – The Berlin blockade. This may be interpreted as the use of containment to prevent

Soviet efforts to achieve the removal of the US, Britain and France from Berlin. The blockade

and the Allied response demonstrated that relations were hampered by suspicion and rivalry but

the blockade also indicated that US containment worked as it was called off in May 1949.

Furthermore, it hastened the establishment of NATO (containment) and the division of Germany

into two states;

• 1950–1953 – The Korean War. Via the UN, the US made efforts to push back the forces of

North Korea from the South and so to contain the spread of communism. How far this affected

superpower relations could be interpreted in a number of different ways and candidates may

include a reference to China. What became clear was that both superpowers were reluctant to

escalate or to come into direct conflict;

• 1958–1961 – Renewed efforts by Khrushchev (urged on by Ulbricht) to remove the Allies from

Berlin failed and resulted in the building of the Berlin Wall, which may be viewed as an

acknowledgement that containment has worked in Berlin;

• 1962 – The Cuban Missile Crisis. Containment becomes brinkmanship with near dire

consequences for superpower relations that are, ultimately, strengthened as a result of this

near-miss of nuclear war;

• Other possible examples of containment may include: the removal of President Arbenz in

Guatemala in 1954; the 1953 coup in Iran; the Chinese Off-Shore Island Crises (Taiwan);

• Responses achieving marks in the top bands will provide a clear judgment on the impact of the

US policy of containment on superpower relations between 1947 and 1964.

The above material is an indication of what candidates may elect to write about in their responses;

however, it is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive and no set answer is required. Examiners are

reminded of the need to apply the markbands that provide the “best fit” to the responses given by

candidates and to award credit wherever it is possible to do so.

