The Real Cuban Missile Crisis

1. What was the official theory of the October Missile Crisis delivered by US side?
2. How is story being presented through a perspective of Sheldon M. Stern ? 

Reflect on the following

a. US knowledge about the crisis (when did they find out)

b. Provocation (you think they provoked the crisis)

c. Reason why JFK’s administration delivered the well- known televised statement.

d. Military imbalance of two powers
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e. Could the imbalance alter the strategic nuclear imbalance?
f. What did JFKs vigour foreign policy mean?

g. Describe the Jupiter missiles 

h. What happened in February ,1961, eight months before the crisis?

3. What was “a key reason for Khrushchev’s decision to send nuclear missiles to Cuba?” according to Philip Nash?

4. How was US supposed to react according to Khrushchev’s point of view of “fait accompli “? Why?
5. What made Khrushchev think that US wanted to destroy Castro regime?

6. How really differently did the two administrations “understand the missile situation in Cuba? Supply the evidence.
7. According to Maxwell Taylor, what was Khrushchev’s primary goal in Cuba?
8. What role does geography play when supplying ICBMs?

9. Hypothetically, if the crisis was Not a menace, what effect would the Soviet deployment cause? Choose one of the options and elaborate

a. Deterrence between the powers?

b. Reduction of the nuclear was risk?

c. More propaganda 

10. What were the actions of the US president to “reduce the menace of the Nuclear Armageddon”? Was “the quarantine “legal?
11. Why in retrospect, the Americans needed to explain to the world their actions in Cuba?

12. According to McNamara, was the crisis a mortal military or a mortal political issue? Who was really in jeopardy? Explain

13. Elaborate what JFK means by “Last month I said we weren’t going to [permit Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba] and last month I should have said … we don’t care. But when we said we’re not going to, and [the Soviets] go ahead and do it, and then we do nothing, then … I would think that our … risks increase.”
14. What was the global attitude towards the crisis? Reflect on Charles de Gaulle’s words ““annihilation without representation.”
15. What was the UN and UK attitude?

16. How was the conflict resolved in reality? Was it disclosed to the world? What threat did the Washington administration send to USSR?

17. Who knew about the trade? Who did not?

18. What was RFK’s attitude towards the peril of the situation?
19. By successfully hiding the deal from the vice president, from a generation of foreign-policy makers and strategists, and from the American public, what did Kennedy’s administration achieve?

20. What resemblance can be traced in the actions/policies of Washington administration when it comes to the War/Interventions in Vietnam, Iraq, Yugoslavia, Kuwait, Grenada?
21. How much does US spend on its defense?

22. How did American “esoteric strategizing, misplaced obsession with credibility, this dangerously expansive concept of what constitutes security” complicate the tension between the superpowers?

