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Introduction: One of the most powerful and murderous dictators in history, Stalin was the supreme ruler of the Soviet Union for a quarter of a century. Despite this, Stalin had an unexpected human side to his personality. He could sentence thousands of innocent people to death with a stroke of the pen and then go to his private cinema to enjoy an American Western yet he could also display affection and tenderness. Once, when Artyom Mikoyan, designer of the MIG aircraft, was sick and was put to bed, he was “aware of someone coming into his room and tenderly laying a blanket over him. He was amazed to see it was Stalin.'' He also displayed a passionate interest the arts and in history; at the height of World War II he spent his spare time reading about ancient Greece. 
How then to reconcile such manifestations of humanity and intellectualism with the persistent sadism, clinical paranoia and debauchery?
Directions: Read the following quotes by and about Stalin. Prepare a quote of your own. Psychoanalyze Stalin. Start your quote with, “Joseph Stalin was _________________”.
QUOTES ABOUT STALIN:
Alexander Solzhenitsyn was a Russian novelist, historian, and critic of Soviet totalitarianism. He helped to raise global awareness of the gulag and the Soviet Union's forced labor camp system. While his writings were long suppressed in the USSR, he wrote many books, most notably The Gulag Archipelago and One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. The following is an excerpt from The Gulag Archipelago.
At the conclusion of the conference, a tribute to Comrade Stalin was called for. Of course, everyone stood up (just as everyone had leaped to his feet during the conference at every mention of his name). ... For three minutes, four minutes, five minutes, the stormy applause, rising to an ovation, continued. But palms were getting sore and raised arms were already aching. And the older people were panting from exhaustion. It was becoming insufferably silly even to those who really adored Stalin.
However, who would dare to be the first to stop? … After all, NKVD (secret police) men were standing in the hall applauding and watching to see who would quit first! And in the obscure, small hall, unknown to the leader, the applause went on – six, seven, eight minutes! They were done for! Their goose was cooked! They couldn’t stop now till they collapsed with heart attacks! At the rear of the hall, which was crowded, they could of course cheat a bit, clap less frequently, less vigorously, not so eagerly – but up there with the presidium where everyone could see them?
The director of the local paper factory, an independent and strong-minded man, stood with the presidium. Aware of all the falsity and all the impossibility of the situation, he still kept on applauding! Nine minutes! Ten! In anguish he watched the secretary of the District Party Committee, but the latter dared not stop. Insanity! To the last man! With make-believe enthusiasm on their faces, looking at each other with faint hope, the district leaders were just going to go on and on applauding till they fell where they stood, till they were carried out of the hall on stretchers! And even then those who were left would not falter…
Then, after eleven minutes, the director of the paper factory assumed a businesslike expression and sat down in his seat. And, oh, a miracle took place! Where had the universal, uninhibited, indescribable enthusiasm gone? To a man, everyone else stopped dead and sat down. They had been saved!
That, however, was how they discovered who the independent people were. And that was how they went about eliminating them. That same night the factory director was arrested. They easily pasted ten years on him on the pretext of something quite different. But after he had signed Form 206, the final document of the interrogation, his interrogator reminded him:
“Don’t ever be the first to stop applauding.”
QUOTES BY STALIN:
1. Ideas are more powerful than guns. We would not let our enemies have guns, why should we let them have ideas?
2. Mankind is divided into rich and poor, into property owners and exploited.
3. When the Bolsheviks came to power they were soft and easy with their enemies . . . we had begun by making a mistake. Leniency towards such a power was a crime against the working classes.
4. One death is a tragedy; one million is a statistic.
5. I believe in one thing only, the power of human will.
6. Education is a weapon whose effects depend on who holds it in his hands and at whom it is aimed.
7. When we hang the capitalists they will sell us the rope we use.
8. If any foreign minister begins to defend to the death a 'peace conference,' you can be sure his government has already placed its orders for new battleships and airplanes.
9. I trust no one, not even myself.
10. Gratitude is a sickness suffered by dogs.
11. A sincere diplomat is like dry water or wooden iron.
12. We do not want a single foot of foreign territory; but of our territory we shall not surrender a single inch to anyone.
13. It is enough that the people know there was an election. The people who cast the votes decide nothing. The people who count the votes decide everything.
14. Choose the victim, prepare the attack meticulously, quench your pitiless revenge, and then off to bed. There is nothing as sweet in the world.
15. We are fifty or a hundred years behind the advanced countries. We must make good this distance in ten years. Either we do it, or they will crush us.
16. You know, they are fooling us, there is no God.
17. The writer is the engineer of the human soul.
18. The idea of a concentration camp is excellent. (On ideas of eradicating 'counter-revolutionaries and traitors' in Estonia)
19. Speaking about his wife Stalin wrote, “This creature softened my heart of stone. She died and with her died my last warm feelings for humanity.”
20. There are no fortresses that Bolsheviks cannot storm.
21. Fuck them! (Remark about snubbing some American generals and politicians at a cinema)
22. Speaking with his mother, “Do you remember the tsar? Well, I‘m like a tsar.”
23. Regarding his son Yakov’s suicide attempt, “He can't even shoot straight.”
24. In the Soviet Army, it takes more courage to retreat than advance.
25. It is not heroes that make history, but history that makes heroes.
26. You cannot make a revolution with silk gloves.
27. Death solves all problems - no man, no problem.
