Stalin Historiography
Isaac Deutscher: -Stalin not mentioned in Bolshevik reports much. He was a shadow.
Moshe Lewin: - Lenin wanted federation of fairly autonomous states but Stalin wanted rule from a strong centre with strict discipline.
- Genrikh Yagoda objected to execution of party leaders and then was criticsed by Stalin for starting the terror four years too late.
- 1926 = 17.4% in cities. 1939 = 32.9% in cities (Urban pop.)
Norman Lowe: -“It was probably in September 1929 that Stalin was converted to total collectivisation”
- 2.8 million returning soldiers “arrested and interrogated by NKVD”
Brian Mimmak, Daniela Senes, Eunice Price (Purple book): By 1936, 90% of all peasant households in the Soviet Union became collectivised.
Stalin: - “Dizzy with success”, Pravda, 1930.
- “No man, no problem”
- 1st 5YP: “increase the production of the means of production” as in iron, steel, electricity, railways, coal, oil.
- 2nd 5YP: transportation.
- “I trust no one. Not even myself”
Robert Service: Famine of 1932-1934 was not genocidal (towards Ukrainians). Ukrainian labour needed as much as elsewhere.
-Enthusiasm to 5YP was minority.
-“Above all, the arts had to be optimistic” (about ‘musical renaissance’ of 1930s)
- Terror = 681,692 people executed from 1936-1938.
Orlando Figes: “old ties and loyalties were broken down, morality dissolved and new (Soviet) values were imposed”
- Internal passports introduced to limit movement.
- Law passed in Dec. 1934: Children over 12 can be considered to be criminals.
- 25 million died between 1928-1953 which is 1/8th of the population.
- Constitution of 1936 was only democratic on paper. Human rights existed as long as they were in the interest of workers. But it helped with foreign image.
Geoffrey Hosking: -Centuries of religions worship could hardly be eradicated so eaisly and that in many cases people formed ‘underground’ churches.
      -As quoted in Hosking= First All-Union Congress of Soviet Workers: “unite all writers supporting the platform of Soviet power”
Stephen Lee: - Music in USSR went under something like renaissance of 1930s with Prokofiev and Shoshtakovich.
Getty & Naumov: - Stalin not fully dictator. Society’s acceptance of the conditions is to be blamed. 
Archie Brown: - Soviet Union acted as though Katyn Massacre was done by Nazis.
- Stalin scared that organising a defence would be misinterpreted by Hitler. At Battle of Kursk they suffered 860,000 casualties.
Niall Ferguson: - Operation Barbarossa: due to Stalin wanting Bessarabia & Bukovina. 
- He received 84 warnings in total which Stalin ignored (German attack).
John Fischer: - Explains how difficult it was to obtain food post-1945… poor living standards… 
