Tibet , 1950

· 1950 – PLA invaded Tibet

· Mao viewed this as a domestic concern (viewed Tibet as part of China)

· Tibetans were treated brutality

· US sayed China was using expansionism

· Dalai Lama ‘cultural genocide’

 
Korean War, 1950 – 1953


· US State Deparment believe the NK attack was under the direction of Stalin and Mao

· ‘Joint venture’

· Mao agreed to the attack but wasn’t involved

· PRC was focused on Taiwan and Tibet

· Soviets were boycotting the UN so couldn’t use veto against sending troops to Korea

· Mao condemned American action

· US said the North had been the ‘agressors’

· Zhou Enlai asserted that US troops were imperial invaders

· PRC organized mass demonstrations in China

· Warned the Americans that it would have to intervene

· PRC attacked across the Yalu river

· By the time of the truce, 1 million Chinese had died

 
Korean War Impact


· Open conflict between the two countries

· Panmunjom Armistice didn’t bring improvements

· Americans were previously relectunt to gaurentee protection to Taiwan

· But the war chagned that

· Mao was less in awe of the potentional military might of the US

· PRC were weakned by Korean War

· Loss of life and economic cost of the war

· Politically strengthened the CCP

· Emphasised that Chinese blood was spilt for ‘international Communist cause’

 
Taiwan 


· PRC hadn’t tried to take Taiwan before

· Taiwan was well defended

· PRC wasn’t confident in it’s air power or landing craft

· US Navy Seventh Fleet was there

· 1954 – Mao decided to test the US commitment

· Bombed islands of Quemoy and Matsu

· Eisenhower responded strongle

· Suggested use of nuclear weapons

· US wanted to show strength to other Allies

· Also confident that the Soviets wouldn’t support the PRC

· John Lewis Gaddis “Jiang claimed the ffects of losing them would be so severe that his own regime on Taiwan might collapse”

· 1958 – Mao shelled Quemoy and Matsu again and built-up PLA troops in the area

· US Navy vessels were fired on in the Taiwan strait

· US prepared for war

· Mao stepped back from the brink

· US thought the PRC was an expansionist state

· US policies against China

· Trade embargo with PRC

· Obstruction of PRC’s entry to UN

· Huge economic and military aid to Taiwan

· Aid programme for the region

· Regoinal containment bloc – SEATO

· Defence treaties with nations under Chinese threat

 
Sino-American Cold War in 1960’s


· McCarthyism had an impact on American policies towards China

· Policies were continued under JFK

· ‘Containment and Isolation’ of China

· US government used the failure of the Great Leap Forward

· ‘Marxist-driven economic experiment’ and PRC’s willingness to sacrifice millions of Chinese in pursuit of Communisim

· Key issues

· Taiwan

· Vietnam

· Decolonization movements

· Chinese Cultural Revolution

 
US, PRC and Taiwan 


· PRC persisted in its demands for reunification of Taiwan with the mainland

· Margaret MacMilllan “The existance of a separate government and another China was an affront to the Chinese nation and to Chinese nationalism”

· No return to the brink of war but still very important

· Any improvement to relations could only occur when Taiwan no longer existed

 
US, PRC and Vietnam


· Vietnam war heightened tension

· PRC condemned US ‘imperialism’

· Mao claimed UN was dominated by imperialist Western policies

 
PRC and decolonization


· PRC wanted to replace USSR as world leader of revolution

· Anti-colonial movement

· Bandung Conference in 1955:

· Zhou Enlai asserted that the US was the key danger to world peace

· Conference in response to US setting up SEATO

· 29 Asian and African states showed their neutrality

· In 1966 Dean Rusk outline US policy towards China

· USA doesn’t seek to overthrow the PRC

· USA objects to PRC inolvement in the affairs of othe countries

· PRC shouldn’t be underestimate

· China didn’t have the resources to make a definitive difference

· Even when it had nuclear weapons, it didn’t have the delivery systems to use them abroad

· PRC threat may have been ‘exaggerated’

 
USA and PRC’s Cultural Revolution


· Led to a collapse in the PRC’s ability to conduct foreign policy

· ‘Out-of-control’ fanatacism of the Maoist leadership

· PRC was seen as a danger to the region

· During the CR, Chinese increased ferocity of their attacks on the US

· PRC feared a US attack aimed at bringing a regime change

· PRC leadership also feared a Soviet attack

 
Sino-American détente in the 1970’s


· 1969 – US eased trade restrictions

· Patrols conducted by US 7th fleet were halted

· US changed policy towards PRC’s membership of the UN

· ‘ping-pong’ diplomacy

· US table tennis team competed in China

· 1972 – Nixon visted Beijing

 
Why did this happen?


· Vietnam situation had led US to believe that containment wouldn’t work there à wanted PRC’s assistance in its exit strategy

· US wanted to put pressure on a Sino-Soviet détente

· Nixon wanted to ‘make history’

· Public support in US for more constructive strategies

· PRC had developed ICBM capability, dangerous to not have contact

· US wanted to reduce commitments in Asia

· US realised that not all communists countries were the same, needed to adapt

· PRC wanted to focus on USSR

· China could gain key foreign policy issues (UN, Taiwan)

· PRC was worried about a resurgent Japan

· Moderation against the West would improve its standing

 
UN membership


· 1965 – Adlai Stevenson outline why the PRC shoudn’t be recognised

· Come to power through force, not democracy

· Record of aggression

· Sponsored revolutionary groups

· Taiwan had an honourable record

· 1970 – General Assembly finally voted in favour of moving the Chinese seat to Beijing

· but the 2/3rds majority wasn’t reached

· US initiated the 2 China’s policy

· This solution was rejected by both

· 1971 – Nixon announces they will no longer oppose

 
Result in Taiwan


· Zhou ‘That place is no great use for you, but a great wound for us’

· 1972 Nixon ‘The ultimate relationship between Taiwan and the mainland is not a matter for the US to decide’

· Didn’t want to ‘give up’ Taiwan

· Jimmy Carter established full relations in 1979

· Arm sales to Taiwan were also halted

· Carter was defeated by Communist hater Ronald Reagan in 1980

· Reagan committed to protecting Taiwan

· Renewed the Cold War

 
Japan


· Improved relations with PRC

· 12 August 1978 – Signed a friendship agreement

· Relationship developed economically

 
Tiananmen Square


· 1989 – violent crush of student protestors

· Flagrant abuse of human right

· Made little difference to China

· Worldwide condemnation but no isolation or sanctions
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