Examination answer
This section gives a high-level sample answer with examination advice and comments. You can apply this guidance when answering different questions on this topic.
With reference to two leaders of single-party states, each from a different region, compare and contrast how they maintained their authority. 
Outlining
First you will need to decide which two leaders you wish to address, making sure they are from two different regions. The various regions are found on the front cover of your examination paper. For example, you might decide to focus on Hitler in the Europe and the Middle East region and Mao from the Asia and Oceania region.
At the end of the five-minute reading time you should outline your essay. An example is given opposite.
Paragraph 1: 
Defining Hitler and Mao: dates, states. Hypothesis: mostly similar, but with some notable differences
Paragraph 2: Controlling their political parties
· Hitler:
· Nazi Party
· Executed party rivals, 1934
· Mao:
· Purges, executions, imprisonment, exile
· Peng Dehuai example, Great Leap Forward
· Party control = government control, merging party and government
Paragraph 3: Propaganda
· Media
· Film, radio, public speeches, posters
· Leni Riefenstahl
· Mein Kampf
· Little Red Book
· All reinforces cult of personality which reinforces authority
Paragraph 4: Similar ways of ending opposition
· Prisons
· Concentration camps, laogai
· Millions removed/destroyed
· Prisons worked with secret police
· Culture of spying created
· Prevents opposition forming
Paragraph 5: Differences: Hitler steadily increases authority
· Maintains, builds, consolidates
· Chancellor, 1933
· Enabling Act, 1933
· Führer, 1934
· Army control, 1938
Paragraphs 6 and 7: Differences: Mao deals with challenges from within CCP
· 100 Flowers campaign
· Lushan Conference, 1959
· Peng Dehuai
· Deng Xiaoping
· Liu Shaoqi
· Cultural Revolution
Paragraph 8: Differences: size
· Of country
· Of bureaucracy
Paragraph 9: Conclusion
· Similarities:
· Party control
· Propaganda
· Police/prisons
· Differences:
· Hitler continues to consolidate authority
· Mao has to reassert himself at least twice to maintain control
Then write your answer to the question. A sample answer is given below.
	1The introduction states clearly that the argument will focus on Hitler and Mao, defines their periods of rule and their states, explains briefly that they shared similarities, yet suggests there were differences.
2Uses the phrases ‘Most importantly’ and of ‘great importance’ to help indicate that the factors regarding maintenance of authority are being evaluated in terms of their relative significance.
3Supportive evidence in the form of events and individuals is presented with dates, helping indicate chronology and therefore cause and effect.
4Links between paragraphs help construct the argument more clearly.
5Specific focus on each leader in terms of maintenance of authority provides opportunity to discuss differences in authority and any limitations.
6Appropriate, supportive use of historians’ views to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.
7Historiographical debate about different interpretations of Mao’s rule reinforces the argument by indicating understanding of different approaches to historical issues.
8Conclusion summarizes main arguments and makes a definitive statement regarding their maintenance of power.
9This essay is clearly focused on the question and indicates there is great awareness of its demands. Knowledge is detailed, accurate, used consistently. There is awareness and discussion of different approaches to the question and argument and different debates. The essay is well structured, the argument clearly expressed and balanced. 


1Hitler and Mao were two authoritarian leaders of single-party states. Adolf Hitler was the leader of Germany from 1933 to 1945, Mao was Chairman of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and therefore leader of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) from 1949 to 1976. While their methods of maintaining or reasserting their authority were similar, there were notable differences. Both Hitler and Mao were their party’s leaders and once their parties controlled the state, the rule of each was consolidated. By controlling their parties, they were necessarily their state’s rulers. Propaganda, in its various forms, reinforced this authority and built cults of personality around both men, making them less vulnerable to criticism or challenge, especially from the masses. Hitler expanded his authority over time and was never seriously challenged within or from without the Nazi Party until 1944, but Mao faced some opposition within the CCP itself, if not from the Chinese people themselves.
Most importantly, both Hitler and Mao were able to dominate their respective states because they dominated their political parties. Hitler was leader of the National Socialist, or Nazi, Party of Germany and Mao was the highest ranking leader of the CCP. They both consolidated their power over their political parties by eliminating rivals. In the Night of the Long Knives in 1934, Hitler purged the more socialist and radical elements of the Nazi Party, some of whom challenged his leadership, resulting in the execution of his party rivals. Similarly, Mao removed those in the CCP who opposed him, such as those who wanted Soviet-style urban-based revolution rather than Mao’s rural-based, peasant revolution, or those who 2questioned his authority, such as the Minister of Defence, Peng Dehuai, regarding the failure of the Great Leap Forward. Mao’s rivals were eliminated, just as Hitler’s had been, through executions, internal exile and imprisonment. Party control meant state control since both parties merged with the government, becoming practically indistinguishable.
Once control over the party was established and the party and government were successfully merged, propaganda was of great importance in maintaining and expanding authority. In both Germany and the People’s Republic of China, leaders used mass 2media to broadcast their messages and appeal to the masses. Hitler made bombastic public speeches, broadcast by radio and prominently used in pro-Nazi films, such as those by Leni Riefenstahl. Mao did much the same thing, speaking in Tiananmen Square in the PRC capital Beijing, for example, to declare the creation of the new communist state. Hitler’s book , ‘Mein Kampf ’, which explained his views on the 3world, the relationship between the people and their state, race and other issues, has some similarities with the ‘Little Red Book’, a collection of Mao’s various statements and writings that were compiled by the PRC’s Minister of Defence Lin Biao and widely distributed. Posters were used by both regimes to spread propaganda to motivate the people for a common good, against perceived enemies and to reinforce support for the leader by invoking nationalism and other concepts, including a cult of personality which elevated Hitler and Mao to god-like status.
Finally, both leaders dealt with non-party opposition in similar ways. Under both Hitler and Mao, extensive prison networks were established. In Germany, communists, leading Jews, homosexuals and others were sent to concentration camps, such as Dachau, before the Second World War. This camp system was later vastly expanded to deal with millions, including prisoners of war, racial enemies (such as Jews and Roma), as well as religious and political dissidents. In China, the laogai prison system functioned in a similar way. Millions of prisoners were held in the laogai during Mao’s rule. According to historian Philip Short in ‘Mao: A Life’, Mao saw the killing of his enemies as necessary politics. These prison systems operated in conjunction with various state security police, in both Germany and the PRC, who spied on their people and encouraged them to incriminate others to avoid the possibility of being imprisoned themselves. This prevented opposition within the state from being able to organize and challenge Hitler’s and Mao’s individual authority. 
4While it is clear that Hitler and Mao had similar ways of maintaining their authority, there are notable, if subtle, differences as well. Hitler did not just maintain his authority from 1933 onwards, but increased and consolidated it between that date and 1938. Hitler not only maintained his authority within the state, but perhaps more importantly, within the Nazi Party which controlled the state. When Hitler was first named Chancellor, his authority was limited in theory by the need to consult Germany’s President, von Hindenburg, and parliament, the Reichstag. The Enabling Act of 51933 allowed him to govern as Chancellor without having to consult the Reichstag. His authority was further expanded by his assumption of presidential powers upon Hindenburg’s death in 1934 whereupon he was entitled Führer. Finally, in 1938, Hitler assumed full control over the army, the last sector of the government not under his full authority. This was reinforced by the oath of loyalty to Hitler personally that the army had taken earlier.
5Mao, however, was clearly seen by the people of the People’s Republic of China as the PRC’s leader, but may have struggled within the CCP itself. He was the CCP Chairman, his ‘Little Red Book’ and various speeches were read by practically everyone and he was constantly promoted in the media, by the CCP, and the army, reinforcing the cult of personality that surrounded him. Unlike Hitler, however, he possibly faced some challenge within the CCP 6itself on at least two occasions. Historians continue to debate whether the challenge to Mao was a result of his paranoia or because there was an actual challenge by those wishing to follow a different line of communism. As the Chinese writer Jung Chang sees it, the 100 Flowers campaign was part of the movement towards a controlled society in which all expression of opinion had to meet the criteria of political correctness as defined by Mao. The way in which ‘the antirightist’ campaign purged the government and Party of his critics was of a scale and ruthlessness that anticipated the upheavals of the Cultural Revolution a decade later.
Mao was also challenged within the CCP by Minister of Defence, Peng Dehuai, at the Lushan Conference in 1959 about the Great Leap Forward, although the significance of this challenge is debated. The fact that Peng felt he was able to write about Mao and criticize his policies indicates that Mao had not suppressed all opposition to his programme as had Hitler in Germany. Some historians see as evidence of Mao’s limitations within the party the fact that Deng Xiaoping and Liu Shaoqi, two prominent CCP members, took 7control of the economy at this point. However, other historians stress that it was Mao himself who specifically asked them to take control and then only for a temporary period, which suggests, therefore, that his authority was not under threat. Having first imposed it on the Central Committee and having set up the Central Cultural Revolution Group in May 1966, Mao publicly launched the Cultural Revolution at a great rally in Tiananmen Square in August. The Cultural Revolution attacked Deng and Liu and their policies, and reinstituted Maoism as the state’s guiding philosophy.
The difficulty of dominating a country the great size of China presented Mao with difficulties that did not confront Hitler in Germany. While Germany was one of the most populated states in Europe, it still had only a few tens of millions of inhabitants. While Hitler did not overthrow the existing social and political order, this was certainly what Mao’s government did. This was in addition to the sheer scale of the bureaucracy and numbers of political Party officials that Maoism required, which meant that Mao could not personally know and supervise every major political appointment.
Hitler and Mao maintained their authority in similar ways for the most part. Both controlled their political parties and then merged them with the state. Control of their respective parties entailed the elimination of rivals. Hitler was more successful than Mao in 8this respect after executing his rivals in 1934; Mao had to reassert himself and his political agenda at least twice from within the CCP. Both authoritarian leaders used police networks to spy on their citizens and remove those who were considered threats to the state. These police networks prevented groups from organising, divided populations by fear and therefore helped maintain the leader’s authority. Propaganda broadcast both parties’ messages and reinforced the authority of the leader in various ways. Propaganda took the form of speeches, posters, films and radio broadcasts. While Hitler was able to consolidate and add to his authority after 1933, Mao was ostensibly the ultimate authority as Chairman of the CCP, yet had to reassert himself at least twice by appealing to the Chinese masses, specifically during the 100 Flowers campaign and the Cultural Revolution. In conclusion, both Hitler and Mao kept their 9political power by utilizing similar methods.
