1. What was the state of African societies in 1860? Are there any useful generalizations to be made in response to that question? What was the relationship between African societies and larger global economic and political systems in 1860?

2. Why did the “Scramble for Africa” happen? Why were European societies able to subject African societies to formal colonial rule with such rapidity?

3. Did the activities and character of global capitalism within Africa change markedly after the Scramble for Africa, and was that a consequence of colonialism if so?

4. Did colonial authorities exercise meaningful political and social control over African societies after 1880, and if so, what kind of control? How did colonial administration actually work, and to what ends did it work? Did the purpose or function of colonial rule change over time?

5. How did the social structure of African societies change during the colonial era? How much of that change was directly attributable to colonialism itself?

6. How comparable were the experiences of different African societies during the colonial era? Did the nationality of the colonizer make a significant difference? Did the nature of colonial authority vary for other reasons? Did African societies become more alike or similar in the first half of the 20th Century?

7. Does the nature of colonial rule in Africa pose special historiographical or methodological problems for historical study?

8. How did the content and character of cultural practice and everyday life change during the colonial era, and how much was colonialism responsible for that change?

9. How did Africans think about or understand colonialism? How important was it to them? What social and political developments in African societies were primarily a response to or critique of colonial authority?

10. What are the social and political origins of African nationalism? How did it relate to other social and political movements in Africa during the “high imperial” era from 1919-1945?

11. Why did formal colonial rule in Africa come to an end after World War II?

12. What primarily shaped the evolution of the postcolonial state and postcolonial African societies in the first two decades of independence? (1960-1980)? Did the relationship between African societies and the global system change significantly during that period?

13. Why has much of postcolonial Africa suffered a series of recurrent political, economic and social catastrophes since 1980? Are all of those problems and failures in fact linked or connected?

14. Are colonial and postcolonial useful or meaningful periodization of African history?

