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Populism, Fascism and Peronism
Populist

· "political ideas and activities that are intended to represent ordinary people's needs and wishes". – Cambridge Dictionary.

· Appeal to the average guy or the ordinary citizen.

· Based on being popular – appealing to the greatest number.

· Appeal to the “masses” – usually urban working class and poor.

· Promise to listen to them and address their concerns.

· Improve social programmes and working conditions.

· Health care

· Welfare

· Pensions

· Working hours

· Patronage

· In some regions, it is often used as a precursor to building a fascist state – for example Latin America.

· In Latin America it can move from left to right on the political spectrum depending on the needs of the leader or the country.

Fascism

· Organise society along corporate lines – hierarchical.
· Opposed to liberal and socialist ideas – one is too weak and the other threatens the state.

· Strong leaders – Hitler, Mussolini and Franco

· Nationalistic

· Military strength

· Single Party State

· Socially conservative

· Repressive regimes

· Loss of individual rights – speech, press etc

· Economics

· Promote the idea of corporate and worker’s interests working together.
· The state will work with the corporate entities – can be anti-labour and anti trade union.

Peronism or Justicialism

· Named after Juan Peron

· Partido Justicialista

· Difficult to define in traditional political terms.

· Some constants include:

· Strong central, authoritarian government.

· Corporativism

· Nationalism and freedom from foreign influence

· Social democracy.

· Corporate nationalism

· Nationalised key industries.

· Peron rarely resorted to violence to achieve his aims, but did subvert democracy by:
· Nationalising the media and bringing it under his control.

· Centralising trade unions under his control.

· Some argue that Peronism is a version of Italian fascism with an Argentine twist.
