When you are writing about Cold War crises, here are some points that you need to consider: 
· 

●  A crisis was a clear escalation of tension or rivalry between the superpowers.  

· 

●  A crisis involved the superpowers (in some cases one of the superpowers may have  been only indirectly involved).  

· 

●  Many Cold War crises brought the superpowers to the brink of war before tension  de-escalated.  

· 

●  A ‘crisis’ will always be a relatively short period of time; this means that in a question  on a conflict that lasts for some time, such as the Korean War or the Soviet–Afghan War, then the ‘crisis’ will only be the initial period and not the ensuing war.  As you have read, there were many ‘crises’ between 1945 and 1985. These crises took many forms and created various degrees of tension between the superpowers.  It is important that you know in detail the causes, the key events, and the results of these crises and that you are able to compare them and discuss their relative effects on superpower relations. It is also important that you can compare crises from different regions.  

