Annual Test Bank CW

Paper 2 is an essay paper based on 12 world history topics of which students at Island School study two ​topics, Authoritarian States and the Cold War. Each topic gives you a choice of two questions to answer and you have to answer two exam questions, one for the Cold War, and one for Authoritarian States. Paper 2 is 1 hour 30 minutes in duration which gives you 45 minutes per essay question. The maximum mark for this paper is 30 marks, 15 marks per essay. To practice, try these exam essay questions from past papers:
2017

1. To what extent did economic interests rather than ideology lead to the breakdown of the grand alliance between 1943 and 1949?
2.  Evaluate the impact of Cold War tensions on two countries excluding the USSR and the US 
WARNING! The questions below are from the old specification. The new specification for students starting in 2015 will only give two question choices for each topic. New style questions WILL NOT refer to specific events! Instead, the questions will be more general and will allow you to use a range of case studies and events as examples.
2016 

1. To what extent did the Sovietisation of Eastern and Central Europe contribute to the emergence of the Cold War between 1945 and 1949?
2. Evaluate the impact of the Cold War on the outbreak and development of either ​the Korean War or ​the Vietnam War.
3. "The Cold War had a significant impact on the effectiveness of the United Nations between 1945 and 1989." Discuss.
4. Examine the view that the policy of peaceful coexistence failed to promote good relations between the US and the USSR up to 1964.
5. Examine the cultural impact of the Cold War on ​two ​countries, each chosen from a different region.
6. To what extent did internal problems contribute to the break-up of the Soviet Union?
2015

1. To what extent were Soviet policies responsible for worsening relations among the wartime allies in
the period up to 1950?
2. With reference to two of the following: Korea (1950–1953); Congo (1960–1964); Cuba (1959–1963), evaluate their impact on the development of the Cold War.
3. Discuss the social and cultural impact of the global spread of the Cold War on two countries (excluding the US and the USSR), each chosen from a different region.

4. Examine the significance of the Cold War on events in the Middle East from 1956 to 1973.

5. Compare and contrast US relations with China and the USSR during détente.

6. To what extent was the break-up of the Soviet Union in 1991 due to external pressures?
2014

1. To what extent did decisions about post-war Germany contribute to the breakdown of East–West relations between 1945 and 1949?
2. Evaluate the reasons for the adoption by the Soviet Union of peaceful coexistence and examine the impact of this policy on Cold War relations between 1956 and 1964.
3. Evaluate the successes and failures of the policy of containment up to 1973 in either the Middle East or Asia.
4. To what extent did the arms race influence the development of the Cold War after 1970?

5. Compare and contrast the economic impact of the Cold War on two countries (excluding the USSR and the US), each chosen from a different region.

6. To what extent were Reagan’s policies responsible for ending the Cold War?

2013

1. “Mutual fears and the search for security were the reasons for the breakdown of East–West relations between 1945 and 1949.” With specific reference to developments in this period, to what extent do you agree with this statement?
2. Analyse the reasons for, and results of, the adoption and expansion of the doctrine of containment up to 1962.
3. For what reasons, and with what results, did Sino–Soviet relations deteriorate after 1953?
4. Assess the contribution of one of the following to the development of Cold War tensions: Mao; Kennedy; Reagan.
5. Analyse the role of the war in Afghanistan (1979–1988) in hastening the decline of the Soviet Union.
6. With reference to two states, each chosen from a different region (excluding the United States and the USSR), examine the economic impact of the Cold War.
2012 

1. Evaluate the importance of each of the following in the breakdown of East–West relations, 1945–1949: the Potsdam Conference; the sovietisation of Eastern and Central Europe; the Marshall Plan.

2. Compare and contrast the methods and extent of superpower success in maintaining control of their spheres of influence up to 1962.
3. For what reasons did the Soviet Union, after the death of Stalin (1953), begin and end the policy of peaceful coexistence?
4. Analyse the role of one of the following in the development of the Cold War: Castro; Mao; Reagan.
5. Assess the economic and social impact of the Cold War on two countries (excluding the US and USSR), each chosen from a different region.
6. "The break-up of the Soviet Union was the unintended result of changes introduced by the Soviet leadership from 1985 onwards." To what extent do you agree with this statement?
2011 

1. “The Potsdam Conference marked the end of the wartime alliance and laid the foundations for post-war hostility.” With reference to the period up to 1949, to what extent do you agree with this statement?
2. With reference to two countries, each chosen from a different region (excluding the US or the USSR), assess the social and economic impact of the Cold War.
3. In what ways, and with what success, did the US and the USSR attempt to reduce Cold War tensions between 1956 and 1979?
4. For what reasons, and with what results, did the Cold War affect the Middle East between 1956 and 1979?
5. Compare and contrast the impact of two of the following leaders on the Cold War: Mao; Castro; Kennedy.
6. To what extent did (a) ideological and (b) economic factors contribute to the ending of the Cold War?
2010 
1. To what extent were the policies of the United States responsible for the outbreak and development of the Cold War between 1945 and 1949?
2. Compare and contrast the significance of leaders in two Cold War conflicts, each chosen from a different region, between 1950 and 1963.
3. Analyse the impact of the Cold War on the Middle East between 1956 and 1973.
4. Assess the achievements and limitations of détente between 1969 and 1979.
5. “The Cold War came to an end due to the hard-line approach of Ronald Reagan’s policies in the early 1980s.” To what extent do you agree with this statement?
6. Discuss the economic impact of the Cold War in two countries, each chosen from a different region.
