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 Document A

The Stimson Doctrine of Non-Recognition, 7 January 1932 sent by the American Government to the Governments of China and Japan.


With the recent military operations about Chinchow, the remaining administrative authority of the Government of the Chinese Republic in South Manchuria [Manchoukuo], as it existed prior to September 18, 1931, has been destroyed. The American Government continues confident that the work of the neutral commission recently authorised by the Council of the League of Nations will make an ultimate solution of the difficulties now existing between China and Japan possible. But in view of the present situation the American Government regards it to be its duty to notify both the Government of the Chinese Republic and the Imperial Japanese Government that it does not intend to recognize any treaty or agreement entered into between those governments, or their agents, which may impair [affect] the treaty rights of the United States or its citizens in China, including those which relate to the sovereignty, the independence, or the territorial and administrative integrity [unity] of the Republic of China, or to the international policy relative to China, commonly known as the open-door policy.

Document B
Western view of Japan, early 1930's.  The figure represents a Japanese soldier.
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CAN HIS APPETITE BE SATISFIED?
Document C
An extract from a secret talk given by Jiang Jieshi (Chiang kai-shek) to military officers in Hankow in 1934


The Japanese have been doing their best to obtain domination of the Pacific Ocean.  It is not so much the problem between China and Japan, as it is the problem between Japan and the whole world. Why? Our late Party leader, Dr. Sun Yatsen (Sun Yat-sen), plainly told us: "China occupies the status of a semi-colony." What is a semi-colony? It is a country which is oppressed or protected by a group of nations, thus becoming a common colony to them all.


Japan, however, has been trying to make China her colony, and in order to attain this object, she will have to fight the world powers. If Japan cannot wage a decisive war with the world powers, she will not be able to dominate Asia, nor will she be able to solve the Pacific problem. In that case, she cannot become the dominant power in Asia, and she cannot swallow China. As long as Japan is unable to conquer the world, she cannot destroy China or dominate Asia.

Document D
An extract from Japan and the Decline of the West in Asia 1894-1942 by Richard Storry, London 1979.

It can be said that public opinion in Britain and America, although by now deeply stirred by events in the Far East, may not have been prepared for a war that was not obviously one of national self-defence.


Be that as it may, such risks had to be accepted if America and Britain hoped to preserve their interests, not to mention their prestige, in the Far East. There was lacking, however, the necessary Anglo-American unity of purpose that a bold course required. Compensation and apologies, unreservedly offered by Japan, were accepted; Washington and London made no further demands. The sense of relief in Tokyo could be felt on all sides.

Questions
1
(A)
What does Document B reveal about the attitude of the West towards Japan at the time? [3 marks]  


(B)
According to Document C, what does Jiang Jieshi (Chiang kai-shek) regard as Japan’s aims and what does he believe will prevent it? [2 marks]
2
With reference to their origin and purpose, assess the value and limitations of Document C for historians studying Sino-Japanese relations in the period 1932 to 1940. [4 marks]

2
How consistent are Documents C and D in their view of Japanese intentions in East Asia? [6 marks]
4
Using the sources and your own knowledge, assess the role of the western powers, in particular the United States and Great Britain, in the conflict between Japan and China in the period 1932 to 1940. [9 marks]
DOCUMENT AAn extract from the Summary of Fundamental National Policies made by

the second Koenoe cabinet on 1 August 1940.

1
Basic Policy
The basic aim of Japan's national policy lies in the firm establishment of world peace in accordance with the spirit of Hakko Ichiu [whole world under one rule], in which the country was founded, and in the construction, as the first step, of a new order in Greater East Asia, having for its foundation the solidarity of Japan, Manchoukuo [Manchuria] and China.

Japan will, therefore, devote the total strength of the nation to the fulfilment of the above policy by setting up swiftly a firm national structure of her own, adapted to meet the requirements of new developments both at home and abroad.

2.
National Defense and Foreign Policy

The Government will develop armaments adequate for the execution of the national policies, by taking into consideration the new developments both at home and abroad, and constructing a state structure for national defense, capable of bringing into full play the total strength of the nation.

Japan's foreign policy, which aims ultimately at the construction of a new order in Greater East Asia, will be directed, first of all, toward a complete settlement of the China Affair, and the changes in the international situation.
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