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Mr. Blackmon

Source Based Analysis:  Prescribed subject 3: The move to global war
Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor
[This Source Based Analysis is adapted from the 2001   Paper 01 IB History Examination]

Texts in this examination paper have been edited: word additions or explanations are shown in square brackets [ ]; substantive deletions of text are indicated by ellipses (three points ... ); minor changes are not indicated. Candidates should answer the questions in order.
Document A
A statement by Vice-Chief of Staff Tsukada Isao to a meeting of the Imperial Cabinet, 1 November 1941.
There is a strong probability that our advance to the South will enable Germany and Italy to defeat England. It will also greatly increase the probability that we can force China to surrender and then eventually the Soviet Union. By seizing the South, we can also strike a heavy blow at America's source of strategic materials. We should be able to ring off Asia, conquer those countries hostile to us one by one, and defeat America and England. If England falls, America should reconsider her position

Document B
Dispatch from the Japanese Government to its negotiators Nomura and Kurusu in Washington, 28 November 1941

Well, you two Ambassadors have exerted superhuman efforts but, in spite of this, the United States has gone ahead and presented this humiliating proposal. This was quite unexpected and extremely regrettable. The Imperial Government can by no means use it as a basis for negotiations. Therefore, with a report of the views of the Imperial Government on this American proposal which I will send you in two or three days, the negotiations will be ended. This is inevitable. However, I do not wish you to give the impression that the negotiations are broken off. Merely say to them that you are awaiting instructions and that, although the opinions of your Government are not yet clear to you, to your own way of thinking the Imperial Government has always made just claims and has endured great sacrifices for the sake of peace in the Pacific. Say that we have always demonstrated a long-suffering and conciliatory [peaceful] attitude, but that, on the other hand, the United States has been unbending, making it impossible for Japan to establish negotiations

 Document C
Statement by Prime Minister Hideki Tojo to Emperor Hirohito at an Imperial Conference 1 December 1941

At this moment our Empire stands at the threshold of glory or oblivion [destruction]. We tremble with fear in the Presence of His Majesty. We subjects are keenly aware of the great responsibilities we must assume from this point on. Now that His Majesty has reached a decision to commence hostilities, we must all strive [try hard] to repay our obligations to him, bring the Government and the military ever closer together, resolve that the nation united will go on to victory, make an all-out effort to achieve our war aims, and set His Majesty's mind at ease.

Document D
Extract from President Roosevelt’s Address to the Nation, 8 December 1941

Yesterday, December 7 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at the solicitation [request] of Japan, was still in conversation with its Government and its Emperor, looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his colleague delivered to the Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American message. While this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or armed attack.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace [...].

I ask that Congress declare that since [...] Sunday December 7, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese Empire.

Questions
1
Briefly explain what is meant by the following:


(A)
“ I do not wish you to give the impression that the negotiations are broken off.”   Document B  (3 marks)  


(B)
What does Document C suggest Japan should do as a result of the Emperor’s decision to attack Pearl Harbor?  (2 marks)
2
With reference to their origin and purpose, assess the value and limitations of Document B  for historians studying    (4 marks)
3
How consistent are documents B  and D in their portrayal of the relationship between Japan and the United States in November and December 1941?    (6 marks)
4
Using the sources and your own knowledge, assess the state of diplomatic relations between the United States and Japan in 1941.


(9 marks)
DOCUMENT B
Cartoon by David Low (a British cartoonist) November 10 1941.
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