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The Origins of the Cold War, 1917-1945   

Please read pages 3- 27 (Pearson Text) and Atomic Bomb reading below. 
1. What Was the Cold War? 

Conflicting Ideologies – Communism vs Capitalism 

· What was the Cold War? 

· Explain the ideologies of Capitalism and Communism.  

· How did the mutual suspicion between the USSR and US manifest itself between 1917 and 1939?

· Both the USSR and the US believed their ideology was the “right “one. Explain what these opposing ideologies looked like in practice (see chart). 
· Were the foreign policies of US and USSR motivated by idealism or self-interest? Hmm…

The Significance of Stalinism 
· By 1945, what did Stalinism mean? 

· Why was Stalin’s role in WWII significant? 
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Review the map on page 6. What were the costs of WWII for the US, Britain, Germany and SU?  How do you think Soviet losses shaped Stalin’s post war foreign policy? 

2. The Breakdown of the Grand Alliance 

The Grand Alliance 

· By the second half of 1941, the global, political, and military situation of the Second World War had completely changed.  Who made up the Grand Alliance? Leaders of each of these three nations? 
· Why do you think Stalin was willing to overlook ideological differences with the US and Britain in 1941? 
· Despite working together, what evidence was there that mistrust still existed between the SU and the West? Consider Churchill’s quote, and the second front. 
Steps to the Political, Economic, and Military Breakdown of the Grand Alliance 
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Step1: Wartime Conferences 
· For each conference include detailed notes with respect to leaders in attendance, and the key issues of: the state of the war, the status of Germany, Poland, Eastern Europe, and Japan, the United Nations, and the key conclusions. 
· Tehran Conference in November 1943
· Yalta Conference, February 1945 
· Read President Roosevelt’s letter to Stalin (page 18) and answer #1-4 
· Crucial developments between Yalta and Potsdam Conferences
· Potsdam Conference, July 1945 (also include notes from the article below) 
·  Explain the key developments that occurred between 1946-47. Consider “Salami Tactics”, Poland Case Study, Soviet pressure on Iran, instability in Greece and Turkey and Communist parties in Britain and France 
· Consider the events that occurred after the conferences, when and how could the Soviets be seen to break the wartime agreements? How did Potsdam give birth to the Cold War? 
Voices from the Yalta Conference 

“I just have a hunch, that Stalin doesn’t want anything but security for his country, and I think that if I give him everything I possibly can and ask nothing from him in return, ... he wouldn’t try to annex anything and will work with for a world of democracy and peace.”   President Roosevelt, speaking just before the Yalta Conference. 
“On behalf of HM Government I send you grateful thanks for all the hospitality and friendship extended to British delegation at Crimea Conference...  No previous meeting has shown so clearly the results which can be achieved when the three heads of government meet with the full intention to face difficulties and solve them.  You yourself said that co-operation would be less easy when the unifying bond of fight against a common enemy had been removed.  I am resolved, as I am sure the President and you are resolved that the friendship and co-operation so firmly established shall not fade when victory has been won.”    Winston Churchill, in a telegram dated 17 February 1945, thanking Stalin for his ‘hospitality and friendship’ at the Yalta Conference.

____________________________________________________________
The Atomic Bomb and The Origins of the Cold War   By: Historian John Clare (http://www.johndclare.net)
By May 1945, the Japanese were clearly losing the war in the Pacific. Stalin told Truman at Potsdam of a 'telegram from the Japanese Emperor asking for peace’ In fact, the Japanese offered to surrender on 3 August, but their offer was rejected because it wasn’t an ‘unconditional’ surrender. Instead, on 6 August 1945, the B29 bomber Enola Gay dropped the first atomic bomb (nicknamed ‘Little Boy’) on Hiroshima.  The temperature in the centre of the bomb was 50 times hotter than the surface of the sun.  Winds swept out from the centre at 500 mph; everything in a two-mile radius was flattened.  The mushroom cloud rose to 50,000 feet.  The Americans estimated at 117,000 people were killed – the Japanese put the figure at a quarter of a million. Three days later, on 9 August, the Americans dropped another bomb, on Nagasaki, and the Japanese surrendered.

 WHY?  For many years, (‘traditional’) historians were prepared to take Churchill and Truman’s words at face value, and accepted without question the official explanation that the bomb was dropped to end the war in Japan quickly, saving millions of American casualties (see Sources A and B).  In 1965, however, revisionist historian Gar Alperovitz wrote Atomic Diplomacy: Hiroshima and Potsdam.  Alperovitz turned the whole question on its head, claiming:  the Japanese were on the verge of surrender in August 1945, Truman dropped the atomic bombs because he wanted to end the war before the USSR could enter in the Pacific and claim the lands promised them at Yalta, and he wanted to impress the Soviets to persuade them to relax their grip on eastern Europe. Thus, for Alperovitz, Truman caused the Cold War when he dropped the Bomb. 

Source A: To bring the war to an end, to give peace to the world … at the cost of a few explosions, seemed, after all our toils and perils, a miracle. The end of the Japanese war no longer depended upon the pouring in of [the Russian] armies. Winston Churchill, describing a conversation with Truman in 1945. 

Source B: Having found the bomb we have used it. We have used it in order to shorten the agony of war, in order to save the lives of thousands and thousands of young Americans. Speech by President Truman, 9 August 1945. 

How did the Bomb help to cause the Cold War? Historians have offered two suggestions: 
Possibility ONE: The atomic bomb changed STALIN'S attitude. Historians have suggested several ways in which the atomic bomb might have alienated Stalin:
1. The traditional argument was that Stalin was angry because Truman did not tell him about the Atomic Bomb.  Truman, the story goes, was deliberately vague when he mentioned the Bomb to Stalin on 24 July – he just quickly mentioned in passing that the USA had ‘a new weapon of unusual destructive force.’  Truman didn't specifically call it an atomic bomb, and he certainly didn’t say he was going to use it against Japan.  Stalin merely nodded, and witnesses were convinced he hadn’t realised the implication of what he had just been told.  When the Americans dropped the bomb, the argument goes, Stalin was furious that he had been duped, and this was how the Bomb caused the Cold War (see Source C).

Source C: After the bomb was dropped, Stalin was furious. The place Russia had earned as a world power by its victory in the war had been snatched away. "Hiroshima has shaken the whole world," he is said to have told Kurchatov. "The balance has been destroyed. Priscilla McMillan, Science and Secrecy (2004).

2. It is almost certain, however, that this thesis is not true in such a simplistic way - all the evidence shows that Stalin knew the Americans were working on the atomic bomb. Soviet sources DO suggest, however, that straight after Truman told him about the ‘new weapon’, Stalin gave orders for Soviet scientists to develop their own nuclear weapon – so news of the atomic bomb DID provoke a nuclear arms race (see Source D).  

3. There is no doubt that Stalin saw the dropping of the Bomb as directed more at Russia than Japan: ‘They are killing the Japanese and intimidating us’ he told Molotov.  (To be fair, western politicians were hopeful it would have this effect.)   Stalin’s reaction, argues historian David Holloway, was to play 'hard ball', and he instructed his diplomats to take a tougher position against the west.  Then in February 1946, he gave the famous ‘Bolshoi speech’ accusing America of using its atomic advantage for imperialism.  In this way, it is claimed, the atomic bomb directly caused the entrenched positions of the Cold War. 

Source D: Truman informed Stalin that the United States now possessed a bomb of exceptional power, without, however, naming it the atomic bomb… Stalin did not betray his feelings and pretended that he saw nothing special in what Truman had imparted to him.  Both Churchill and many other Anglo-American authors subsequently assumed that Stalin had really failed to fathom the significance of what he had heard.  In actual fact, on returning to his quarters after this meeting Stalin, in my presence, told Molotov about his conversation with Truman.  The latter reacted almost immediately.  ‘Let them. We'll have to speed things up.’  I realized that they were talking about research on the atomic bomb. It was clear already then that the US Government intended to use the atomic weapon for the purpose of achieving its Imperialist goals from a position of strength in ‘the cold war’.
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Georgii Konstantinovich Zhukov, The Memoirs of Marshal Zhukov (1971). Zhukov was remembering the day (24 July 1945) when Truman told Stalin that he had ‘a new weapon of unusual destructive force’. Zhukov suggests that, not only did Stalin realise that this was the atomic bomb, but that he also realised it was directed at the Soviet Union. If Zhukov is right, the Cold War started on 24 July 1945.
Possibility TWO:
The atomic bomb changed TRUMAN'S attitude. There are historians who think that the atomic bomb caused the Cold War, not because it provoked Stalin to seek confrontation, but because it encouraged Truman seek confrontation. When Truman knew that he had the bomb: his attitude at the Conference became more aggressive, he switched from pro-Soviet advisors (such as Davies) to anti-communist advisors such as Stimson and Byrnes, he dropped the bomb on Hiroshima to get the Japanese to surrender quickly, before Stalin had a chance to enter the war in the Pacific, and he developed an attitude of confrontation - 'I'm sick of babying the Soviets'.

Source E: The atomic bomb did help seed the Cold War.   Let's face it, the bomb was not just meant to buckle Japan into surrender, it was also a political statement towards the Soviet Union.  A statement of power towards a nation who practiced a political ideology different from America which was unacceptable to the "free democratic" United States…  Michael Hughes
Step 2: Kennan’s Long Telegram, February 1946 
· Explain Kennan’s Telegram – what were his views on the nature of Soviet conduct and foreign policy? 
· Explain the views of Ambassador Novikov in his telegram to Stalin about American actions.
· Overall significance of the telegrams?  
George Kennan: ‘Long Telegram’ (1946)

“In summary, we have here a political force committed fanatically to the belief that with US there can be no permanent modus vivendi [way of coexisting] that it is desirable and necessary that the internal harmony of our society be disrupted, our traditional way of life be destroyed, the international authority of our state be broken, if Soviet power is to be secure… [The] problem of how to cope with this force in [is] undoubtedly greatest task our diplomacy has ever faced and probably greatest it will ever have to face…

Soviet power, unlike that of Hitlerite Germany, is neither schematic nor adventuristic. It does not work by fixed plans. It does not take unnecessary risks. Impervious to logic of reason, and it is highly sensitive to logic of force. For this reason, it can easily withdraw – and usually does when strong resistance is encountered at any point. Thus, if the adversary has sufficient force and makes clear his readiness to use it, he rarely has to do so. If situations are properly handled there need be no prestige-engaging showdowns. Gauged against Western World as a whole, Soviets are still by far the weaker force. Thus, their success will really depend on [the] degree of cohesion, firmness and vigor which [the] Western World can muster. And this is [the] factor which it is within our power to influence… Our first step must be to apprehend, and recognise for what it is, the nature of the movement with which we are dealing. We must study it with same courage, detachment, objectivity, and same determination not to be emotionally provoked or unseated by it, with which doctor studies unruly and unreasonable individual…

Much depends on [the] health and vigor of our own society. 
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World communism is like [a] malignant parasite which feeds only on diseased tissue… We must formulate and put forward for other nations a much more positive and constructive picture of sort of world we would like to see than we have put forward in [the] past. It is not enough to urge people to develop political processes similar to our own. Many foreign peoples, in Europe at least, are tired and frightened by experiences of past, and are less interested in abstract freedom than in security. They are seeking guidance rather than responsibilities. We should be better able than Russians to give them this. And unless we do, Russians certainly will.
Finally, we must have courage and self-confidence to cling to our own methods and conceptions of human society. After all, the greatest danger that can befall us in coping with this problem of Soviet communism, is that we shall allow ourselves to become like those with whom we are coping.”

Step 3: Churchill’s Iron Curtain Speech, March 1946  
· Why was Churchill’s speech, delivered on March 5, 1946 in Fulton, Missouri, one of the defining moments in the Cold War? 

· Provide key quotes from the speech that capture his views and would have increased tension with Stalin and the SU.  

· Explain the basis for the Iron Curtain speech. Why does he use the phrase “iron curtain” and in what ways does Churchill allude to “salami tactics” taking place in Eastern Europe? 

· What was the Soviet reaction to Churchill’s speech? Provide key quotes from Stalin’s March 1946 response. What were his arguments? What was the tone of the response? 
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