North Korea, Always Quotable: 9 Memorable Statements From Kim Jong-un’s Reign
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Kim Jong-un, the leader of North Korea, at a parade in 2015. Credit Wong Maye-E/Associated 

North Korea makes few goods that the rest of the world wants, but it does specialize in exporting bellicose pronouncements. Here are nine noteworthy quotes that have come out of the country during Kim Jong-un’s reign, which began in 2011.

1. ‘Cesspool of evils’ 

North Korea “can tip new-type intercontinental ballistic rockets with more powerful nuclear warheads and keep any cesspool of evils in the earth, including the U.S. mainland, within our striking range,” Kim Jong-un said in April after witnessing what was called the successful test of an engine for a reliable, long-range missile. The North has repeatedly threatened nuclear strikes against the United States, and it recently has claimed a series of successes in testing various technologies needed to make an intercontinental ballistic missile.

2. ‘We will not hesitate to slap them’ 

“If the American imperialists provoke us a bit, we will not hesitate to slap them with a pre-emptive nuclear strike. The United States must choose! It’s up to you whether the nation called the United States exists on this planet or not.” These were subtitles in a state-produced video released in March showing a computer-animated nuclear attack on Washington. The North had earlier threatened a nuclear strike against the United States in retaliation for new United Nations sanctions, which were imposed in March to punish the country for its most recent tests of a nuclear device and a long-range rocket.

3. ‘Single-minded unity’ 

In January, North Korea arrested Otto F. Warmbier, a student at the University of Virginia, accusing him of entering the country with the intention of “bringing down the foundation of its single-minded unity.” The crime with which he was charged? Trying to steal a poster with this slogan: “Let’s arm ourselves strongly with Kim Jong-il’s patriotism!” Kim Jong-il, the father of Kim Jong-un, was the North’s previous ruler. North Korea has a history of seizing Americans and then releasing them after a high-profile visit by an American official.

4. ‘Wicked Japanese imperialists’ 

“The wicked Japanese imperialists committed such unpardonable crimes as depriving Korea of even its standard time.” North Korea created its own time zone in August, moving 30 minutes behind South Korea and Japan, which occupied Korea from 1910 to 1945. Japan is widely resented on both sides of the Korean border, but the North enshrines its hostility in its Constitution.

5. ‘Hurting the dignity of the supreme leadership’ 

In December 2014, North Korea denied a role in a cyberattack on Sony Pictures, but a government spokesman had this to say about “The Interview,” a Sony comedy that shows the assassination of Mr. Kim: It is a film “abetting a terrorist act while hurting the dignity of the supreme leadership.” The spokesman added that North Korea did not know why Sony had been targeted, but he speculated that the attack “might be a righteous deed of the supporters and sympathizers with” North Korea in its effort to “put an end to U.S. imperialism.” These sympathizers might initiate more “righteous reaction” against the United States’ “evildoings.”

6. ‘Cannibals and homicides seeking pleasure’ 

“The massacres committed by the U.S. imperialist aggressors in Sinchon evidently showed that they are cannibals and homicides seeking pleasure in slaughter,” Kim Jong-un said on a visit in November 2014 to a museum that commemorates the mass killings of civilians around the town of Sinchon during the Korean War. Historians say anti-Communist militias did most of the killings in Sinchon.

7. ‘Dirty prostitute’ 

In April 2014, a North Korean government agency called South Korea’s president, Park Geun-hye a “dirty prostitute” in thrall to her “pimp,” President Obama. The invective came after Ms. Park and Mr. Obama warned the North of harsher sanctions if it continued pursuing nuclear weapons.

8. ‘Worse than a dog’ 

North Korea executed Jang Song-thaek, the uncle and presumed mentor of Kim Jong-un, in December 2013, accusing him of plotting a coup. Mr. Jang was called “worse than a dog,” and was said to have “lost his mind due to his greed for power” and “persistently plotted to spread his evil design into the military.” Since taking power, Mr. Kim has had scores of senior generals and party officials executed for disloyalty.

9. ‘Engulfed with happiness’ 

“Suddenly, the whole country is engulfed with happiness and the people endlessly inspired.” The largely successful launch of a long-range missile at the end of 2012 helped bolster the standing of the newly empowered Mr. Kim, and North Koreans reportedly took the news well.

All quotations are as reported in the state-run Korean Central News Agency, unless otherwise noted.
