MLA In Text Citations

Using Quotations

When you quote a passage from a source you must quote it exactly as it appears and use it in such a way that it blends into your writing. You cannot misrepresent what the author is trying to say. The in-text citation includes the author’s last name and the page number. 

Stalin executed many of the original Bolsheviks because of “his paranoia and fear they would one day threaten his rule” (King 1).  

Compared to the Athenians, “the Spartans were an awe inspiring, superior fighting machine” (Smith 206). 

Paraphrasing 

When paraphrasing, putting someone else’s ideas/research in your own words, you must also cite your sources. 

In trying to explain how King Tut died, one contemporary theory argues that he was murdered by one of his closest officials (Hawas 11)
Paragraph Example

Once a child was in training to become a soldier, the commanders often manipulated their young minds to believe that violently taking the lives of others was an acceptable action. Ishmael Beah, a former child soldier, described how one leader spoke to thirty boys, aged nine to sixteen, about killing, “Some of you are here because they have killed your parents... This is your time to revenge the death of your families and make sure more children do not lose their families”(106). A number of armies even showed the young recruits’ videos of dead community members; to convince them the enemy must be destroyed (Singer 72). Those in charge also gave many children nicknames to help them see themselves as killers. According to one child soldier, “My fighting name was Blood Never Dry” (Singer 70). These are undoubtedly very efficient ways to make children think that murder is an acceptable and necessary act. 
Excerpt from Stacey Holland’s Child Soldiers essay
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