Lenin and The Bolsheviks in Power - Part One

Chapter 5 pages 117- 127

Problems Confronting the Bolsheviks 

1. Once in power what 4 difficulties did the Bolsheviks face in trying to consolidate their hold over the former tsarist empire?

2. How did Lenin explain the distribution of power after the October Revolution? Was this the reality? Evidence that Russia, under the Bolsheviks, was a one party state? 

3. What immediate problems confronted the Bolsheviks? How did Lenin veer from Marxist revolutionary theory in an attempt to solve them? 

4. Measures to Tackle Problems 

 State Capitalism

 Decree on Land

 Decree on Workers’ Control (Vesenkha)

 Principal changes made by Bolsheviks Oct. 1917-July 1918

 Creation of Cheka 

Dissolution of the Constituent Assembly Jan. 1918

5. Results of the All-Russian Constituent Assembly November 1917? Why upsetting for Bolsheviks?  What was Lenin’s response to the election in Jan. 1918?

6. Lenin’s motives for dissolving the Assembly? Reactions to the crushing of the Assembly?

7.  What does the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly reveal about Lenin’s attitude towards the exercise of power? 

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, 1918

8. Differing views of Bolsheviks (Lenin & Trotsky) towards the war? 

9. Why were the Bolsheviks willing to accept the humiliation of Russia in the treaty? 

10. What were the terms of the Treaty? How did Lenin defend the decision to accept the Treaty?

11.  What happened in August 1918 that justified Lenin’s decision to sign the Treaty?
Lenin & The Bolsheviks in Power – Part 2

Chapter 5 pages 128-142

The Russian Civil War 1918-20 

1. Why did Lenin expect and want a civil war?  Why did Lenin choose not to cooperate in a coalition of all revolutionary parties in 1918? 

2.  Who were the opposing sides in the war? Was the civil war a class war or a national struggle?  To what extent was it a war about food? 

3. Explain the challenge to the Bolsheviks from the SRs. Why significant? 
4. Explain the role and importance of the Czech Legion with respect to the civil war. 

5.  How did armed resistance to Bolshevik rule spread?  Be specific. 
 Bolshevik Victory

 6. Why were the Bolsheviks (Reds) victorious? 

 White weaknesses?
 Red strengths? 

 Trotsky’s role?

 Red brutality – Why did the peasants support the Reds? 
 Importance of morale in the Bolshevik victory? 

Effects of the Civil War on Bolsheviks 
7. What effects did the civil war have on the Bolsheviks? 

 Toughness
 Authoritarianism 

 Centralisation 
Foreign Interventions in the Civil War, 1918-20

8. What was the initial reaction of Allies after the February Russian revolution? 
9. What led foreign powers to intervene in Russia?  4 reasons.  Following the signing of Brest-Litovsk what actions were taken by the British, French and Americans? 

10.  After World War One, why did the Allies consider a major offensive against the Bolsheviks? Why did Orthodox Marxist or pragmatic realist?

Were the Bolsheviks a better alternative for the people? They fear the Comintern?

11.  Why did the French encourage the foreign interventions to spread?  What were the main features of this international campaign?  (Who and where?) 

12. Why did the foreign interventions fail? How did Lenin use the failed foreign interventions to the Bolsheviks advantage? 

13. What was Lenin’s revised attitude towards foreign affairs? 
Your Thoughts  

To what extent was Lenin’s victory in the Civil War due to the weakness of his opposition? 

Similarities between Bolshevik rule and Tsarist Russia?

