Historiography-The Northern Expedition

China: A Modern History by Michael Dillon

“The general strike, which was the result of months of organisation by the CCP, had begun on 21 March and Shanghai welcomed the NRA troops. Although Chiang Kai-shek benefited from the CCP’s influence and organisational skill, he had become increasingly alarmed by their authority and by the level of support that they had in the cities and was determined to purge the Communists once and for all and abandon the United Front.

China's Republic (New Approaches to Asian History) by Diana Lary

“

In the spring of 1926 GMD forces started attacking northward; the Northern Expedition was under way, just as the northern warlords were falling out among themselves.

“

The GMD's progress was speeded by the defection of warlord armies in each province they reached, led to the revolutionary force by the sense that this was now the winning side. By the end of the first stage of the Northern Expedition the revolutionary armies had quadrupled in size, to about 250,000 soldiers, almost all of them armies of recently converted warlords.

The Penguin History of Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 - 2009 by Jonathan Fenby

“

The combination of the NRA and the promise of modernization and land reform gave the Northern Expedition an appeal of a kind that proved irresistible.

Historiography-End of the 1st United Front

Modern China: A Very Short Introduction by Rana Mitter

“

Chiang’s opportunity to observe the Soviet advisers close-up had not impressed him; he was convinced (not without reason) that their intention was to take power in alliance with the Nationalists and then thrust the latter out of the way to seize control, Bolshevik-style, on their own. Instead, Chiang struck first. Using local thugs and soldiers, Chiang organized a lightning strike that rounded up Communist party activists and union leaders in Shanghai, and killed thousands of them with immense brutality. Chiang’s actions were part of a wider tapestry of violent conflict that rocked China throughout this period: in the south, where the CCP had the upper hand, there were massacres of Nationalist supporters

