The Weimar Republic 1918-33

	Why did the Weimar Republic fail resulting in the rise & rule of the Nazi Party? 




The German Revolution and the Constitution  - Chapters 1 & 2
Key Terms to Define: autocracy, Constitutional/parliamentary monarchy, democratic republic, Reichstag, and coalition government. 

Collapse of Imperial Germany – From Autocracy to Parliamentary/Constitutional Monarchy 
· Why did Germany lose WWI?  
· How did the war affect the living and working conditions of the German people? 
· The October Reform - Why did Ludendorff support constitutional reform?  3 reasons 
· What reforms turned Germany from an autocracy led by a Kaiser (since 1871) into a parliamentary/constitutionally monarchy? First Chancellor, October 1918?
German Revolution – From Parliamentary Monarchy to Parliamentary Republic in 6 weeks!
· Evidence to suggest that by the beginning of November 1918 the October Reform had failed to impress the German people? What prompted the disturbances?

· Why did the newly appointed Chancellor Prince Max convince Kaiser Wilhelm to renounce the throne in favour of a Parliamentary Republic?  
· On November 9, 1918, the new German Republic was proclaimed led by Friedrich Ebert and a provisional coalition government of left-wing parties. However it was not a united revolutionary force. In what ways was the left wing movement divided? (USPD, SPD, & Spartacists) - be specific. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Main problems faced by Ebert’s coalition government?  What were his main fears? 

· What were the Ebert-Groener and Stinnes-Legien agreements? Purpose and significance for the newly formed government? 

· Why did the left wing movement split? (USPD, SPD, & Spartacists)
· Why did the Spartacist revolt fail?

The National Constituent Assembly

· Was the election Jan. 19, 1919 a success for democracy? Provide evidence. 
· Examine the election results on page 18 and chart of parties on page 17, what conclusions can you make? What did the winning parties (SPD, DDP & ZP) stand for?  What did the results of the DVP, NSDAP & KPD suggest about the people’s political views at this time? 

· How fundamental were the changes brought about by the German revolution? Explain. 

The Weimar Constitution & Treaty of Versailles
· Significant terms of the Weimar constitution: Proportional representation, federal structure, definition, president, and parliament, Bill of Rights.
· Arguments for and against the terms of the constitution? Fully explain the 3 main arguments. 
· Was the Weimar constitution fatally flawed? 
· Why did Germany see the Treaty as a Diktat? Main complaint?

· Did the Treaty of Versailles fundamentally weaken Germany? Make specific reference to key terms in the treaty. 
