Examination advice How to answer ‘compare and contrast’ questions

For compare and contrast questions, you are asked to identify both similarities and differences. Better essays or paragraphs tend to approach the question thematically; simple narrative should be avoided.
Example: Compare and contrast Minoan and Mycenaean civilizations.
1. You are being asked to describe the similarities and differences between the Minoans and Mycenaean’s. 
2. For at least five minutes before writing your paragraph create a chart to show the similarities and differences between your two topics, items, peoples etc. When you write your essay or paragraph, check off each item as you go. Below is an example of a possible chart for this question.

	EX:
	Minoans 
	Mycenaean’s 

	Differences 
	Linear A (Smith)
Agricultural practices (Smith,)

Frame of reference (way of life) (Brown)
3000 to 1680 BCE (Smith)
	Linear B (Smith,)
Military and war based peoples (Smith)
Frame of reference (way of life) (Brown)
1680 to 1025 BCE

	Similarities 
	Presence of bronze metal (99, 104)
Crete (Smith)

Linear A (Smith)
Linear B (Smith,)
	


4. Your paragraph will discuss the various points outlined in your developed chart. Your argument should focus on both similarities and differences in their lifestyle, policy and it is important that you make it clear that you understand that there are both similarities and differences present. It is fine if you suggest that the differences far outweighed the similarities (or vice versa) but explain the reasons this might have been the case and support with evidence.

Below is an example of a compare and contrast paragraph:

Both the Minoans from 3000 to 1680 BCE and the Mycenaean civilization from 1680 to 1025 BCE lived on the island of Crete (Smith conference). Minoans as a people were typically peaceful and known for their agricultural lifestyle, use of bronze and Linear A text whereas the Mycenaeans in contrast were prone to war, and recorded the legacy using Linear B (Smith conference note). Despite the differences in way of life and text there were similarities present between the populations: their culture, their religion and most certainly linguistic roots.   Whereas Minoans were matriarchal, Mycenaeans displayed the features of the patriarchal background. Minoans’ main gods demonstrated the characteristics of female oriented supremacy (Smith). Newman argues that Minoans worshiped voluptuous women as a core of the fertility, which further proves the agricultural nature of the civilization (109).  According to one theory surrounding the end of the Minoan era, The Mycenaeans invaded the Minoan territory and from this interaction maintained forms their culture (Newman 102).  The alphabet of both cultures can serve as a phenomenon for tracing both similarities and differences. Minoan Linear A and Mycenen Linear B contain only 16 syllables that differ (Smith conference note). A continued use of bronze by the Mycenaeans due to its wealth as a tool of trade and ability to be crafted for, “tools and weapons” demonstrates an additional similarity (Newman 99-104).  The key difference present would be way of life (Brown).  As denoted by Smith the Minoans were nonviolent and agricultural, which therefore impacted their daily life and overall culture (conference note). This evidence contrasts with the frame of reference related to the Mycenaeans and their involvement in war and indulgence in wealth (Newman 105).  Provided the above mentioned evidence, the two Greek ancestors demonstrated similarities in their writing style and use of bronze, yet had differing frames of reference that shaped their civilization therefore, demonstrating fundamental differences in their way of life. 
