
















CHAPTER 0NB 

CHAIRMAN MAO'S LIFE, MIND AND WORK 

Family Background 
The Early Years 1893-1908 
The New Youth 1909-1917 
A Man Searching the Road 1918-1920 
A Marxist Revolutionary 1921-1927 
The Guerilla Leader and the Kiangsi Soviet 

1928-193 3 : the actual, the indigenous and 
innovations in education 

The Long March and the Chairman in 
Yenan Caves 1934-19-36: the march, the 
establishment and ideology and education 

En Route to Peking 1937-1949: events and 
policies, developments and doctrines, the 
new era and strategy, the resumed war and 
the ideal, and educational policies and im
plementations 

The Making of New China 1949-1976: 
solidification 1949-1952, transformation 
19 5 3-19 57, formulation of the socialist 
state 1958-1960, two-fold "supremacy" 
1960-1965, cultural revolution 1966-1968 
and permanent revolution and the farmward 
movement 1969-1976 

This is a song, written by the Chinese Red pioneers and 
sung by millions of people in China: "Beautiful is our 
motherland. Happy is our life today. Thanks to you, dear 
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44 CHAIRMAN MAo's LIFE, MIND AND WORK 

the sunshine and the nursing. We need Chairman Mao's 
thoughts. "119 

By July 1, 1961, the Party's fortieth anniversary, the 
membership zoomed to 17,000,000 as compared to 13 at the 
Party's birth in 1921. The members implemented and prop
agandized, especially the texts from the newly published 
Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Vol. IV. They proclaimed 
Maoist and anti-revisionist theses "true Marxism-Leninism." 
At this time, the studious Mao, enforcing his "supremacy 
concept," published his reading notes containing the evalu
ation of Soviet politics and economics and the directions 
given to the Chinese. 120 

Mao's writing and speeches in 1962 were profuse, contain
ing approximately 76,000 words.121 He reaffirmed, with 
profound explanations, his ideas such as "Class struggle," 
"proletariat dictatorship," "Democratic Centralism," "anti
imperialism" and "anti-capitalism." He particularly called 
for "anti-revisionism" meaning "anti-rightism" and "anti
opportunism." Mao purged some high-ranking officials due 
to their leaning toward "revisionism" and opposing his pro
grams-particularly the people's commune, the "Great Leap 
Forward," and the rigid control of the army. When Khrush
chev withdrew missiles from Cuba that year, Mao ridiculed 
him for his "adventurism" and "capitulationism." Further
more, as Mao was striving for both ideological supremacy 
and the "supremacy" of China, the Sino-Indian border inci
dents flared up and were climaxed by a Chinese assault in 
1962. The Indians were driven from 35,000 square miles of 
territory. Then the Chinese troops withdrew unilaterally, 
created a "demilitarized zone," and called for peaceful nego
tiations. 

Foilowing the economic chaos and deterioration caused by 
the dislocations during the "Great Leap Forward" and by 
natural calamities, China slowly recovered from near-famine 
conditions, beginning in 1963. In this year, to vitalize China 
to be a powerful socialist state, Mao enforced the "Social 
Education Movement." The major purpose was to wipe out 
all types of corruption. He wrote: " ... If we are dirty, we 
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have no strength; after cleaning ourselves we face the enemies 
together. Some cadres got and possess more, some are in
volved with the girls of the landlords and rich peasants. Cor
rect these mistakes, then fight the enemies and build our great 
nation."122 Among Mao's instructions for this movement, 
we find "Humility is the beneficial way of doing; this is 
true especially for working with the proletariat; . . .  Boastful
ness, derived from individualism, is the trait of the exploiting 
and bourgeois class."123 

In the same year, as before Mao demanded an interna
tional "united front" against American "imperialism," Mos
cow signed a nuclear test-ban treaty with the United States. 
Mao also bade for the revolutionary leadership in the under
developed nations and for ideological hegemony over the world 
Communist movement. Consequently, the Sino-Soviet split 
became deeper; the Soviet Government newspaper Izvestia 

compared Mao with the outrageous aggressor and villain, 
Genghis Khan. 124 

In 1964, fifteen years of Chinese achievements through 
revolution were epitomized by the exploding of their first 
"nuclear device." China became a world power. The Chinese 
felt elated for the first time since the Opium War (1840). 
Mao emerged as the Asian political leader to attract signifi
cant world attention. His prestige became higher in China. 
The intensive study of his books was initiated in the People's 
Liberation Army under Lin Piao's leadership. Mao momen
tously continued his criticism of capitalist imperialism and 
"social-imperialism," especially of the revisionism in China 
and the Communist world. He made as many as twenty-four 
ideological speeches containing approximately 118,400 words, 
as officially printed in 148 pages in 1964. Among the essen
tial ideas expressed were those relating to "class struggle," 
"production struggle," and "scientific experiment." Specifi
cally, he demanded each Chinese to work selflessly without 
any form of corruption in order to build a great China and 
assume world leadership. How? Mao said, "Endless reform 
through productive laboring," "persuading others, not de
pressing them" and "learning from the people. "125 












