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Demosthenes’ Oration "On the Crown"
Demosthenes

1

 OVERVIEW 
Considered the greatest Greek orator, Demosthenes here defends himself against an accuser,
Aeschines, leader of a rival faction. Aeschines wanted to prevent Demosthenes from being
presented with a golden crown for his efforts to preserve Greek independence. In his own
defense, Demosthenes mercilessly attacked his accuser, at one point even asking: "What in
the world are you good for?" As a result of this speech, Demosthenes cleared his name and
won the crown.

 GUIDED READING   As you read, consider the following: Demosthenes describes
himself as a freeman. He describes his rival, Aeschines, as a lowly laborer.
• What are the differences between a freeman and a lowly laborer in Athens?
• Why do you think Demosthenes discusses these differences?

ccursed scribbler! you, to deprive me of the approbation and affection of
my countrymen, speak of trophies and battles and ancient deeds, with

none of which had this present trial the least concern; but I—O you third-rate
actor!—I that rose to counsel the state how to maintain her preeminence! in
what spirit was I to mount the hustings? In the spirit of one having unworthy
counsel to offer?—I should have deserved to perish! …

Of what a statesman may be responsible for, I allow the utmost scrutiny; I
deprecate it not. What are his functions? To observe things in the beginning,
to foresee and foretell them to others—this I have done: again, wherever he
finds delays, backwardness, ignorance, jealousies, vices inherent and
unavoidable in all communities, to contract them into the narrowest compass,
and on the other hand, to promote unanimity and friendship and zeal in the
discharge of duty. All this, too, I have performed; and no one can discover the
least neglect on my part. Ask any man, by what means Philip achieved most of
his successes, and you will be told, by his army, and by his bribing and
corrupting men in power. Well, your forces were not under my command or
control, so that I cannot be questioned for anything done in that department.
But by refusing the price of corruption I have overcome Philip; for as the offer
of a bribe, if it be accepted, as vanquished the taker, so the person who refuses
it and is not corrupted has vanquished the person offering. Therefore is the
commonwealth undefeated as far as I am concerned.

For my part, I regard anyone who reproaches his fellowman with fortune
as devoid of sense. He that is best satisfied with his condition, he that deems
his fortune excellent, cannot be sure that it will remain so until the evening:
how then can it be right to bring it forward, or upbraid another man with it?

A
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As Aeschines, however, has on this subject (besides many others) expressed
himself with insolence, look, men of Athens, and observe how much more
truth and humanity there shall be in my discourse upon fortune than in his.

I hold the fortune of our commonwealth to be good, and so I find the
oracles of Dodonaean Jupiter and Pythian Apollo declaring to us. The fortune
of all mankind, which now prevails, I consider cruel and dreadful: for what
Greek, what barbarian, has not in these times experienced a multitude of evils?
That Athens chose the noblest policy, that she fares better than those very
Greeks who thought, if they abandoned us, they should abide in prosperity, I
reckon as part of her good fortune; if she suffered reverses, if all happened not
to us as we desired, I conceive she has had that share of the general fortune
which fell to our lot. As to my fortune (personally speaking) or that of any
individual among us, it should, as I conceive, be judged of in connection with
personal matters. Such is my opinion upon the subject of fortune, a right and
just one, as it appears to me, and I think you will agree with it. Aeschines says
that my individual fortune is paramount to that of the commonwealth, the
small and mean to the good and great. How can this possibly be?

However, if you are determined, Aeschines, to scrutinize my fortune,
compare it with your own, and, if you find my fortune better than yours, cease
to revile it. Look, then, from the very beginning. And I pray and entreat that I
may not be condemned for bad taste. I don’t think any person wise, who
insults poverty or who prides himself on having been bred in affluence: but by
the slander and malice of this cruel man I am forced into such a discussion,
which I will conduct with all the moderation which circumstances allow.

I had the advantage, Aeschines, in my boyhood of going to proper schools,
and having such allowance as a boy should have who is to do nothing mean
from indigence. Arrived at man’s estate, I lived suitably to my breeding; was
choirmaster, ship commander, ratepayer; backward in no acts of liberality
public or private, but making myself useful to the commonwealth and to my
friends. When I entered upon state affairs, I chose such a line of politics that
both by my country and by many people of Greece I have been crowned many
times, and not even you, my enemies, venture to say that the line I chose was
not honorable. Such, then, has been the fortune of my life: I could enlarge
upon it, but I forbear, lest what I pride myself in should give offense.

But you, the man of dignity, who spit upon others, look what sort of
fortune is yours compared with mine. As a boy you were reared in abject
poverty, waiting with your father in his school, grinding the ink, sponging the
benches, sweeping the room, doing the duty of a menial rather than a freeborn
man. After you were grown up, you attended your mother in the initiations,
reading her books and helping in all the ceremonies, at night wrapping the
noviciates in fawn skin, swilling, purifying, and scouring them with clay and
bran.…

But passing over what may be imputed to poverty, I will come to the direct
charges against your character. You espoused such a line of politics (when at
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last you thought of taking to them) that, if your country prospered, you lived
the life of a hare, fearing and trembling and ever expecting to be scourged for
the crimes of which your conscience accused you, though all have seen how
bold you were during the misfortunes of the rest. A man who took courage at
the death of a thousand citizens—what does he deserve at the hands of the
living? A great deal more than I could say about him I shall omit; for it is not
all I can tell of his turpitude and infamy which I ought to let slip from my
tongue, but only what is not disgraceful to myself to mention.

Contrast now the circumstances of your life and mine, gently and with
temper, Aeschines; and then ask these people whose fortune they would each
of them prefer. You taught reading, I went to school; you performed
initiations, I received them; you danced in the chorus, I furnished it; you were
assembly clerk, I was a speaker; you acted third parts, I heard you; you broke
down, and I hissed; you have worked as a statesman for the enemy, I for my
country. I pass by the rest; but this very day I am on my probation for a
crown, and am acknowledged to be innocent of all offense; while you are
already judged to be a pettifogger, and the question is whether you shall
continue that trade or at once be silenced by not getting a fifth part of the
votes. A happy fortune, do you see, you have enjoyed, that you should
denounce mine as miserable!…

You undertook this cause to exhibit your eloquence and strength of lungs,
not to obtain satisfaction for any wrong. But it is not the language of an
orator, Aeschines, that has any value, nor yet the tone of his voice, but his
adopting the same views with the people, and his hating and loving the same
persons that his country does. He that is thus minded will say everything with
loyal intention; he that courts persons from whom the commonwealth
apprehends danger to herself rides not on the same anchorage with the people
and, therefore, has not the same expectation of safety. But—do you see?—I
have; for my objects are the same with those of my countrymen; I have no
interest separate or distinct. Is that so with you? How can it be—when
immediately after the battle you went as ambassador to Philip, who was at that
period the author of your country's calamities, notwithstanding that you had
before persisted in refusing that office, as all men know?

And who is it that deceives the state? Surely the man who speaks not what
he thinks. On whom does the crier pronounce a curse? Surely on such a man.
What greater crime can an orator be charged with than that his opinions and
his language are not the same? Such is found to be your character. And yet you
open your mouth and dare to look these men in the faces! Do you think they
don't know you?—or are sunk in such slumber and oblivion as not to
remember the speeches which you delivered in the assembly, cursing and
swearing that you had nothing to do with Philip, and that I brought that
charge against you out of personal enmity without foundation? No sooner
came the news of the battle than you forgot all that; you acknowledge and
avowed that between Philip and yourself there subsisted a relation of
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hospitality and friendship—new names these for your contract of hire. For
upon what plea of equality or justice could Aeschines, son of Glaucothea, the
timbrel player, be the friend or acquaintance of Philip? I cannot see. No! You
were hired to ruin the interests of your countrymen; and yet, though you have
been caught yourself in open treason, and informed against yourself after the
fact, you revile and reproach me for things which you will find any man is
chargeable with sooner than I.

Many great and glorious enterprises has the commonwealth, Aeschines,
undertaken and succeeded in through me; and she did not forget them. Here
is the proof. On the election of a person to speak the funeral oration
immediately after the event, you were proposed, but the people would not
have you, notwithstanding your fine voice, nor Demades, though he had just
made the peace, nor Hegemon, nor any other of your party—but me. And
when you and Pythocles came forward in a brutal and shameful manner (O
merciful heaven!) and urged the same accusations against me which you now
do, and abused me, they elected me all the more. The reason—you are not
ignorant of it—yet I will tell you.

The Athenians knew as well the loyalty and zeal with which I conducted
their affairs, as the dishonesty of you and your party; for what you denied
upon oath in our prosperity, you confessed in the misfortunes of the republic.
They considered, therefore, that men who got security for their politics by the
public disasters had been their enemies long before, and were then avowedly
such. They thought it right also, that the person who was to speak in honor of
the fallen and celebrate their valor should not have sat under the same roof or
at the same table with their antagonists; that he should not revel there and sing
a paean over the calamities of Greece in company with their murderers, and
then come here and receive distinction; that he should not with his voice act
the mourner of their fate, but that he should lament over them with his heart.
This they perceived in themselves and in me, but not in any of you; therefore,
they elected me and not you.…

There is indeed a retirement just and beneficial to the state, such as you,
the bulk of my countrymen, innocently enjoy; that however is not the
retirement of Aeschines; far from it. Withdrawing himself from public life
when he pleases (and that is often), he watches for the moment when you are
tired of a constant speaker, or when some reverse of fortune has befallen you,
or anything untoward has happened (and many are the casualties of human
life); at such a crisis he springs up an orator, rising from his retreat like a wind;
in full voice, with words and phrases collected, he rolls them out audibly and
breathlessly, to no advantage or good purpose whatsoever, but to the
detriment of some or other of his fellow citizens and to the general disgrace.

Yet from this labor and diligence, Aeschines, if it proceeded from an
honest heart, solicitous for your country's welfare, the fruits should have been
rich and noble and profitable to all—alliances of states, supplies of money,
conveniences of commerce, enactment of useful laws, opposition to our
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declared enemies. All such things were looked for in former times; and many
opportunities did the past afford for a good man and true to show himself;
during which time you are nowhere to be found, neither first, second, third,
fourth, fifth, nor sixth—not in any rank at all—certainly on no service by
which your country was exalted. For what alliance has come to the state by
your procurement? What succors, what acquisition of good will or credit?
What embassy or agency is there of yours, by which the reputation of the
country has been increased? What concern domestic, Hellenic, or foreign, of
which you have had the management, has improved under it? What galleys?
What ammunition? What arsenals? What repair of walls? What cavalry? What
in the world are you good for? What assistance in money have you ever given,
either to the rich or the poor, out of public spirit or liberality? None.…

My politics and principles, if considered fairly, will be found to resemble
those of the illustrious ancients, and to have had the same objects in view,
while yours resemble those of their calumniators; for it is certain there were
persons in those times, who ran down the living, and praised people dead and
gone, with a malignant purpose like yourself.…

Two things, men of Athens, are characteristic of a well-disposed citizen—
so may I speak of myself and give the least offense: In authority, his constant
aim should be the dignity and preeminence of the commonwealth; in all times
and circumstances his spirit should be loyal. This depends upon nature; power
and might, upon other things. Such a spirit, you will find, I have ever sincerely
cherished. Only see. When my person was demanded—when they brought
Amphictyonic suits against me—when they menaced—when they promised—
when they set these miscreants like wild beasts upon me—never in any way
have I abandoned my affection for you. From the very beginning I chose an
honest and straightforward course in politics, to support the honor, the power,
the glory of my fatherland, these to exalt, in these to have been my being. I do
not walk about the marketplace gay and cheerful because the stranger has
prospered, holding out my right hand and congratulating those who I think
will report it yonder, and on any news of our own success shudder and groan
and stoop to the earth, like these impious men, who rail at Athens, as if in so
doing they did not rail at themselves; who look abroad, and if the foreigner
thrives by the distresses of Greece, are thankful for it, and say we should keep
him so thriving to all time.

Never, O ye gods, may those wishes be confirmed by you! If possible,
inspire even in these men a better sense and feeling! But if they are indeed
incurable, destroy them by themselves; exterminate them on land and sea; and
for the rest of us, grant that we may speedily be released from our present
fears, and enjoy a lasting deliverance!


	Primary Source Library
	Main Menu
	Quick Tour
	Audio Library
	Listing by Author
	Listing by Title

	Print Library
	Listing by Author
	Listing by Title

	Search
	Chronological Periods
	Early Civilizations Prehistory-1000 B.C.
	The Discovery of '1470'
	The Iceman
	An Egyptian Pharaoh Leads His Troops In Battle
	Hymn to Osiris
	The Epic of Gilgamesh
	Hammurabi's Canal
	Journey to the Land of Punt

	Kingdoms and Empires in the Middle East 2000 B.C-400 B.C.
	Conquests of Tiglath-Pilesar I
	Exodus 5-14, Old Testament
	First Temple at Jerusalem, Old Testament
	Cyrus the Great Conquers Lydia
	Darius Exposes an Impostor
	The Behistun Inscriptions of Darius

	Greek Civilization 2500 B.C.-150 B.C.
	The Odyssey
	Hesiod's Advice to a Would-Be Greek Seafarer
	Life Under the Laws of Lycurgus
	The Laws of Solon
	The Hippocratic Oath
	Plague in Athens
	Aristophanes' Comedy The Birds
	A Great Athenian Naval Victory
	Euclid's Geometry
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	The Death of Socrates
	The Republic
	Demosthenes' Oration "On the Crown"
	An Alexander Quartet: His Genius in Battle
	An Alexander Quartet: He Founds Alexandria
	An Alexander Quartet: A Leader of Men
	An Alexander Quartet: His Untimely Death

	Roman Civilization 750 B.C.-A.D. 1500
	Roman Officials' Abuse of Power
	The Gauls Sack Rome
	Cicero Denounces the Conspiracy of Catiline
	Caesar Invades Britain
	Caesar is Assassinated
	Battle of Actium
	The Sermon on the Mount, New Testament
	Nero Sings While Rome Burns
	The Eruption of Mount Vesuvius
	The Edict of Milan
	The Last Days of Carthage
	Dinner with Attila the Hun

	African Civilizations 1500 B.C.-A.D. 1500
	Hanno's Voyage

	Asian Civilizations 1500 B.C.-A.D. 1400
	The Hindu Upanishads
	Revolt in the Kingdom of Wei, from The Tso chuan
	India's Caste System
	Buddha's Sermons
	Patna, Capital of the Gupta Empire
	The Analects
	Meng Jiangnü and the Great Wall
	Buddhism Arrives in China
	Shih chi (Records of the Historian)
	Finding a Wife for the River God, Folktale from Shr Ji
	Meng Ch'iu
	Genghis Khan Lays Waste to Samarkand
	Kublai Khan's Fabulous Palace
	The Tale of the Genji

	Islamic Civilization A.D. 600-1300
	The Quran
	Rubaíyát

	Medieval Europe and Byzantine Empire A.D. 500-1500
	Belisarius, Justinian's Virtuous General
	The Epic of the Kings
	The Fall of Constantinople
	Charlemagne Described
	Battle of Hastings, 1066
	The Song of Roland
	The Magna Carta
	Summa Theologica
	The Black Plague, from The Decameron
	The Trial of Joan of Arc
	Foreign Visitors Describe Sixteenth Century England
	Plan for a Crusade

	The Americas 1500 B.C.-A.D. 1500
	Machu Picchu Is Discovered
	Popol Vuh: The Mayan Book of the Dawn of Life 

	Renaissance and Reformation 1400-1750
	Da Vinci on Painting
	Erasmus Describes Thomas More
	Martin Luther's 95 Theses
	The Prince
	Copernicus's Observations of Planetary Movements
	Anne Boleyn's Coronation
	Henry VIII Takes Control of the Church of England
	Catechism of the Council of Trent
	Columbus Reaches the Americas
	South America and Its People
	Magellan's Voyage
	Sir Francis Drake, Privateer

	Asian Empires and European Nation-States 1350-1850 
	Jahangir, India's Mogul Emperor
	Constantinople under the Turks
	The Silk Industry in China
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	British Control of Bengal
	Queen Elizabeth I Opens Parliament
	The English Attack the Spanish Armada
	The English Discover Tobacco
	The Palace of Versailles
	The Great Fire of London
	The Man Who Inspired Robinson Crusoe
	Napoleon at Moscow
	Victory at Waterloo
	Congress of Vienna

	Scientific and Cultural Revolution 1600-1914
	A Friend Describes William Harvey
	Falling Bodies
	Studies of Motion
	Second Treatise of Government
	The Social Contract
	The Rights of Women
	Call for an End to the Slave Trade
	The First High-Speed Railroad Opens in Britain
	Life at the Mill: Memoirs of a Child Laborer
	Defense of the Weavers
	The Wealth of Nations
	Vaccination against Smallpox
	The Germ Theory
	Edison's Lightbulb
	The Rigors and the Benefits of Science
	Marie Curie Discovers Radium
	The First Transatlantic Radio Broadcast
	The First Airplane Flies
	Abolition of Slavery Act
	Essay on Liberty
	Emancipation Proclamation
	Women's Right to Vote
	The Communist Manifesto
	The Titanic

	English, American, and French Revolutions 1600-1830
	The English Civil War Begins
	Oliver Cromwell, Hero of the English Civil Wars
	The English Bill of Rights
	William Pitt Defends Himself
	The Declaration of Independence
	The Treaty of Paris, 1783
	The Constitution of the United States
	Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
	The Execution of Louis XVI
	The End of Robespierre's Reign of Terror

	Age of Nationalism and Imperialism 1800-1939
	Thomas Macaulay Speaks on Leadership and Government
	Child Labor Law Defeated
	Emancipation of Russian Serfs
	Garibaldi Liberates Palermo
	Disraeli Outlines Conservative Party Principles
	Bismarck Starts the Franco-Prussian War
	Stanley Searches for Livingstone in Africa
	The Myth of Kintu, a Folktale of Buganda
	The British North America Act
	The Berlin Conference, 1885
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part I
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part II
	Boxer Protocol, 1901
	Russia's Bloody Sunday
	Sun Yat-sen and the Revolution of China
	The Secret Lenin-a Brutal Dictator
	Creation of the British Commonwealth
	Stalin's Bloody Purge Begins
	Gandhi on Nonviolent Protest
	Protest in India, 1930
	Revolution and the Peasants

	World War I 1914-1920
	Life in the Trenches
	Tanks in Battle
	Bird Life and the Battlefield
	Bolsheviks Seize Power in Russia
	President Wilson's Fourteen Points Speech
	Versailles Treaty Signing
	Versailles Treaty, 1919
	Defense of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
	Covenant of the League of Nations, 1919

	World War II 1920-1945
	Inflation Ruins Germany's Economy
	Lindbergh and the First Transatlantic Flight 
	In Praise of Einstein
	The Great Depression
	The Descent of the Bathysphere
	Mussolini Justifies His Invasion of Ethiopia
	Ethiopia's Plea for Help
	First Conquest
	Churchill Rallies the British
	Edward R. Murrow Describes the London Blitz
	Japanese Attack Pearl Harbor
	Surviving the Nazi Concentration Camps
	Battle of Midway
	Stalingrad: The Tide Turns Against the Nazis
	D-Day Landings at Normandy
	German Surrender Document, 1945
	A Kamikaze Attack
	Dropping the Bomb on Nagasaki

	Postwar Period 1945-1979
	Peace Treaty with Japan
	Winston Churchill's Warning
	The Truman Doctrine
	The United Nations Charter, 1945
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights
	The Founding of the Communist Chinese Government
	The Korean Armistice
	Discovery of the Double Helix
	The Secret Speech Denouncing Stalin
	The Treaty that Formed the European Economic Community
	A Day in Space
	"I Have a Dream"
	The Cuban Missile Crisis
	The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
	The First Moon Landing
	Conquest of Mount Everest
	The Geneva Accord
	Firefight in Vietnam
	Paris Peace Treaty Ends U.S. Involvement in Vietnam
	China's Cultural Revolution
	France Recognizes Algerian Independence
	Israel is Established as a State
	Abba Eban on the Six-Day War
	Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat Speaks in Israel
	Camp David Accords
	Castro Takes Over Cuba

	Modern Nations 1980-Present
	President Ronald Reagan Predicts the Soviet Collapse
	The Chernobyl Disaster
	The Opening of the Berlin Wall
	The Poor and Suffering
	Tiananmen Square Massacre
	The End of Apartheid 
	Mandela's Farewell Speech at the United Nations
	Famine and Disease in Ethiopia
	The Persian Gulf War
	Palestinian Self-Government in Israel
	Britain's Margaret Thatcher on the Falklands War
	Guerrilla War in El Salvador
	The Life of a Maquiladora Worker
	America's Commitment to Freedom
	Yeltsin Remembers Those Who Died in the Soviet Coup Attempt
	Maastricht Treaty Establishes the European Union
	Dayton Peace Accords End Fighting in Bosnia
	Declaration of Principles
	The Wye River Memorandum
	Eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin
	Addressing the Nation of Jordan
	Sustainable Development in Africa


	Concepts
	Civilization Develops 
	An Egyptian Pharaoh Leads His Troops In Battle
	Hymn to Osiris
	Hammurabi's Canal

	Economics and Trade 
	Life Under the Laws of Lycurgus
	The Laws of Solon
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	Journey to the Land of Punt
	India's Caste System
	Call for an End to the Slave Trade
	William Pitt Defends Himself
	Congress of Vienna
	The First High-Speed Railroad Opens in Britain
	Life at the Mill: Memoirs of a Child Laborer
	Defense of the Weavers
	The Wealth of Nations
	The Berlin Conference, 1885
	Boxer Protocol, 1901
	Inflation Ruins Germany's Economy
	The Great Depression
	The Treaty that Formed the European Economic Community
	President Ronald Reagan Predicts the Soviet Collapse
	The Life of a Maquiladora Worker
	Maastricht Treaty Establishes the European Union

	Empire Building 
	A Great Athenian Naval Victory
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	An Alexander Quartet: His Genius in Battle
	An Alexander Quartet: He Founds Alexandria
	An Alexander Quartet: A Leader of Men
	An Alexander Quartet: His Untimely Death
	The Gauls Sack Rome
	Nero Sings While Rome Burns
	The Edict of Milan
	The Epic of the Kings
	The Fall of Constantinople
	The Song of Roland
	Jahangir, India's Mogul Emperor
	Constantinople under the Turks
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	British Control of Bengal
	Queen Elizabeth I Opens Parliament
	The English Attack the Spanish Armada
	The English Discover Tobacco
	The Palace of Versailles
	Napoleon at Moscow
	Victory at Waterloo

	Exploration and Migration 
	Exodus 5-14, Old Testament
	The Odyssey
	Journey to the Land of Punt
	Hanno's Voyage
	Buddhism Arrives in China
	Kublai Khan's Fabulous Palace
	Machu Picchu Is Discovered
	Columbus Reaches the Americas
	South America and Its People
	Magellan's Voyage
	Sir Francis Drake, Privateer
	The English Discover Tobacco
	Stanley Searches for Livingstone in Africa
	The First Moon Landing
	Conquest of Mount Everest
	Israel is Established as a State

	Geography and History
	The Discovery of '1470'
	The Iceman
	Conquests of Tiglath-Pilesar I
	Hanno's Voyage
	Buddhism Arrives in China
	Machu Picchu Is Discovered
	Constantinople under the Turks
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	First Conquest
	Stalingrad: The Tide Turns Against the Nazis
	D-Day Landings at Normandy
	Conquest of Mount Everest
	Israel is Established as a State
	Declaration of Principles
	The Wye River Memorandum
	Eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin

	Global Interaction 
	The Berlin Conference, 1885
	President Wilson's Fourteen Points Speech
	Versailles Treaty, 1919
	Covenant of the League of Nations, 1919
	Creation of the British Commonwealth
	First Conquest
	Churchill Rallies the British
	Winston Churchill's Warning
	The Truman Doctrine
	The United Nations Charter, 1945
	The Treaty that Formed the European Economic Community
	The Cuban Missile Crisis
	The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
	President Ronald Reagan Predicts the Soviet Collapse
	The Geneva Accord
	Famine and Disease in Ethiopia
	Abba Eban on the Six-Day War
	America's Commitment to Freedom
	Maastricht Treaty Establishes the European Union
	Dayton Peace Accords End Fighting in Bosnia
	Sustainable Development in Africa

	Government and Politics
	Life Under the Laws of Lycurgus
	The Laws of Solon
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	The Death of Socrates
	The Republic
	Demosthenes' Oration "On the Crown"
	Roman Officials' Abuse of Power
	Cicero Denounces the Conspiracy of Catiline
	Caesar is Assassinated
	Battle of Actium
	India's Caste System
	The Analects
	Shih chi (Records of the Historian)
	Finding a Wife for the River God, Folktale from Shr Ji
	The Magna Carta
	The Prince
	Anne Boleyn's Coronation
	Henry VIII Takes Control of the Church of England
	British Control of Bengal
	Queen Elizabeth I Opens Parliament
	The English Attack the Spanish Armada
	The Palace of Versailles
	Second Treatise of Government
	The Social Contract
	The English Bill of Rights
	William Pitt Defends Himself
	The Declaration of Independence
	The Treaty of Paris, 1783
	The Constitution of the United States
	Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
	Thomas Macaulay Speaks on Leadership and Government
	Child Labor Law Defeated
	Emancipation of Russian Serfs
	The Communist Manifesto
	Disraeli Outlines Conservative Party Principles
	The British North America Act
	Sun Yat-sen and the Revolution of China
	Versailles Treaty Signing
	Defense of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
	The Secret Lenin-a Brutal Dictator
	The Great Depression
	Creation of the British Commonwealth
	Stalin's Bloody Purge Begins
	Revolution and the Peasants
	Winston Churchill's Warning
	The Founding of the Communist Chinese Government
	The Secret Speech Denouncing Stalin
	The Cuban Missile Crisis
	The Opening of the Berlin Wall
	The Geneva Accord
	China's Cultural Revolution
	Tiananmen Square Massacre
	The End of Apartheid
	Mandela's Farewell Speech at the United Nations
	Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat Speaks in Israel
	The Persian Gulf War
	Palestinian Self-Government in Israel
	America's Commitment to Freedom
	Yeltsin Remembers Those Who Died in the Soviet Coup Attempt
	Maastricht Treaty Establishes the European Union
	Dayton Peace Accords End Fighting in Bosnia
	Declaration of Principles
	The Wye River Memorandum
	Eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin
	Addressing the Nation of Jordan
	Sustainable Development in Africa

	Human Rights 
	The Death of Socrates
	Roman Officials' Abuse of Power
	India's Caste System
	The Magna Carta
	Second Treatise of Government
	The Social Contract
	The Rights of Women
	Call for an End to the Slave Trade
	The English Bill of Rights
	The Declaration of Independence
	The Constitution of the United States
	Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen
	Life at the Mill: Memoirs of a Child Laborer
	Defense of the Weavers
	Child Labor Law Defeated
	Abolition of Slavery Act
	Essay on Liberty
	Emancipation of Russian Serfs
	Emancipation Proclamation
	Women's Right to Vote
	The Communist Manifesto
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part I
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part II
	The Secret Lenin-a Brutal Dictator
	Covenant of the League of Nations, 1919
	Stalin's Bloody Purge Begins
	Gandhi on Nonviolent Protest
	Protest in India, 1930
	Surviving the Nazi Concentration Camps
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights
	"I Have a Dream"
	China's Cultural Revolution
	The Poor and Suffering
	Tiananmen Square Massacre
	The End of Apartheid
	Mandela's Farewell Speech at the United Nations
	Famine and Disease in Ethiopia
	The Life of a Maquiladora Worker

	Imperialism and Nationalism
	British Control of Bengal
	The English Attack the Spanish Armada
	The English Discover Tobacco
	Garibaldi Liberates Palermo
	Disraeli Outlines Conservative Party Principles
	Bismarck Starts the Franco-Prussian War
	Stanley Searches for Livingstone in Africa
	The British North America Act
	The Berlin Conference, 1885
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part I
	Émile Zola: The Dreyfus Affair, Part II
	Boxer Protocol, 1901
	Russia's Bloody Sunday
	The Secret Lenin-a Brutal Dictator
	Creation of the British Commonwealth
	Mussolini Justifies His Invasion of Ethiopia
	Ethiopia's Plea for Help
	Gandhi on Nonviolent Protest
	Protest in India, 1930
	Revolution and the Peasants
	France Recognizes Algerian Independence
	The End of Apartheid

	Literature, Art, and Music
	The Epic of Gilgamesh
	Hammurabi's Canal
	The Odyssey
	Hesiod's Advice to a Would-Be Greek Seafarer
	Aristophanes' Comedy The Birds
	Pericles Glorifies Athens
	The Death of Socrates
	The Republic
	The Analects
	Meng Jiangnü and the Great Wall
	Finding a Wife for the River God, Folktale from Shr Ji
	Rubaíyát
	Charlemagne Described
	The Song of Roland
	Meng Ch'iu
	The Tale of the Genji
	Da Vinci on Painting
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	The Man Who Inspired Robinson Crusoe
	The Myth of Kintu, a Folktale of Buganda
	Bird Life and the Battlefield

	Popular Culture/Daily Life
	Life Under the Laws of Lycurgus
	The Laws of Solon
	The Eruption of Mount Vesuvius
	India's Caste System
	Patna, Capital of the Gupta Empire
	Dinner with Attila the Hun
	Belisarius, Justinian's Virtuous General
	The Black Plague, from The Decameron
	Foreign Visitors Describe Sixteenth Century England
	Jahangir, India's Mogul Emperor
	The English Discover Tobacco
	A Friend Describes William Harvey
	The Great Fire of London
	The Man Who Inspired Robinson Crusoe
	The Titanic
	Inflation Ruins Germany's Economy
	The Opening of the Berlin Wall
	China's Cultural Revolution
	The Poor and Suffering
	The Life of a Maquiladora Worker

	Religion
	Hymn to Osiris
	The Hindu Upanishads
	Exodus 5-14, Old Testament
	First Temple at Jerusalem, Old Testament
	The Sermon on the Mount, New Testament
	The Edict of Milan
	Buddha's Sermons
	Patna, Capital of the Gupta Empire
	The Analects
	Buddhism Arrives in China
	The Quran
	Summa Theologica
	The Trial of Joan of Arc
	Plan for a Crusade
	Popol Vuh: The Mayan Book of the Dawn of Life
	Erasmus Describes Thomas More
	Martin Luther's 95 Theses
	Henry VIII Takes Control of the Church of England
	Catechism of the Council of Trent
	Elegy on the Taj Mahal
	The Poor and Suffering

	Science and Technology
	The Discovery of '1470'
	The Iceman
	The Hippocratic Oath
	Plague in Athens
	Euclid's Geometry
	The Black Plague, from The Decameron
	Copernicus's Observations of Planetary Movements
	The Silk Industry in China
	A Friend Describes William Harvey
	Falling Bodies
	Studies of Motion
	The First High-Speed Railroad Opens in Britain
	Life at the Mill: Memoirs of a Child Laborer
	Defense of the Weavers
	Vaccination against Smallpox
	The Germ Theory
	Edison's Lightbulb
	The Rigors and the Benefits of Science
	Marie Curie Discovers Radium
	The First Transatlantic Radio Broadcast
	The First Airplane Flies
	The Titanic
	Tanks in Battle
	Bird Life and the Battlefield
	Lindbergh and the First Transatlantic Flight
	In Praise of Einstein
	The Descent of the Bathysphere
	Dropping the Bomb on Nagasaki
	Discovery of the Double Helix
	A Day in Space
	The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
	The First Moon Landing
	The Chernobyl Disaster
	Famine and Disease in Ethiopia

	War, Conquest, and Revolution
	An Egyptian Pharaoh Leads His Troops In Battle
	Revolt in the Kingdom of Wei, from The Tso chuan
	Conquests of Tiglath-Pilesar I
	Cyrus the Great Conquers Lydia
	Darius Exposes an Impostor
	The Behistun Inscriptions of Darius
	A Great Athenian Naval Victory
	An Alexander Quartet: His Genius in Battle
	An Alexander Quartet: He Founds Alexandria
	An Alexander Quartet: A Leader of Men
	An Alexander Quartet: His Untimely Death
	The Gauls Sack Rome
	Caesar Invades Britain
	Battle of Actium
	The Last Days of Carthage
	Belisarius, Justinian's Virtuous General
	The Epic of the Kings
	The Fall of Constantinople
	Battle of Hastings, 1066
	The Song of Roland
	Summa Theologica
	The Trial of Joan of Arc
	Plan for a Crusade
	Genghis Khan Lays Waste to Samarkand
	The English Civil War Begins
	Oliver Cromwell, Hero of the English Civil Wars
	The Declaration of Independence
	The Treaty of Paris, 1783
	The Execution of Louis XVI
	The End of Robespierre's Reign of Terror
	Napoleon at Moscow
	Victory at Waterloo
	Congress of Vienna
	Emancipation Proclamation
	The Communist Manifesto
	Garibaldi Liberates Palermo
	Bismarck Starts the Franco-Prussian War
	Boxer Protocol, 1901
	Russia's Bloody Sunday
	Sun Yat-sen and the Revolution of China
	Life in the Trenches
	Tanks in Battle
	Bird Life and the Battlefield
	Bolsheviks Seize Power in Russia
	President Wilson's Fourteen Points Speech
	Versailles Treaty Signing
	Versailles Treaty, 1919
	Defense of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat
	Covenant of the League of Nations, 1919
	Inflation Ruins Germany's Economy
	Mussolini Justifies His Invasion of Ethiopia
	Ethiopia's Plea for Help
	Revolution and the Peasants
	First Conquest
	Churchill Rallies the British
	Edward R. Murrow Describes the London Blitz
	Japanese Attack Pearl Harbor
	Surviving the Nazi Concentration Camps
	Battle of Midway
	Stalingrad: The Tide Turns Against the Nazis
	D-Day Landings at Normandy
	German Surrender Document, 1945
	A Kamikaze Attack
	Dropping the Bomb on Nagasaki
	Peace Treaty with Japan
	The Truman Doctrine
	The Founding of the Communist Chinese Government
	The Korean Armistice
	The Geneva Accord
	Firefight in Vietnam
	Paris Peace Treaty Ends U.S. Involvement in Vietnam
	Tiananmen Square Massacre
	Israel is Established as a State
	Abba Eban on the Six-Day War
	Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat Speaks in Israel
	Camp David Accords
	The Persian Gulf War
	Castro Takes Over Cuba
	Britain's Margaret Thatcher on the Falklands War
	Guerrilla War in El Salvador
	America's Commitment to Freedom
	Yeltsin Remembers Those Who Died in the Soviet Coup Attempt
	Dayton Peace Accords End Fighting in Bosnia
	Declaration of Principles
	The Wye River Memorandum
	Eulogy for Yitzhak Rabin


	User's Guide and Teaching Strategies
	User's Guide
	To the Teacher
	What are Primary Source Documents?
	Why use Primary Source Documents in your classroom?
	Introducing Students to Primary Source Documents
	Interpreting a Primary Source
	Using Primary Sources in Your Classroom
	Preparing Students for Standardized Testing
	Using Primary Source Documents and the Internet

	Teaching Strategies
	Strategy 1  Interpreting a Primary Source 
	Strategy 2  Organizing Information
	Strategy 3  Composing a Paragraph/Essay
	Strategy 4  Determining Cause and Effect
	Strategy 5  Identifying Central Issues
	Strategy 6  Drawing Conclusions
	Strategy 7  Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
	Strategy 8  Recognizing Bias
	Strategy 9  Making Comparisons
	Strategy 10 Expressing Problems Clearly

	Questions/Activities
	Activity 1  Interpreting a Primary Source
	Activity 2  Organizing Information
	Activity 3  Composing a Paragraph/Essay
	Activity 4  Determining Cause and Effect
	Activity 5  Identifying Central Issues
	Activity 6  Drawing Conclusions
	Activity 7  Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
	Activity 8  Recognizing Bias
	Activity 9  Making Comparisons
	Activity 10 Expressing Problems Clearly

	Blackline Masters
	Blackline Master 1  Interpreting a Primary Source
	Blackline Master 2  Organizing Information
	Blackline Master 3  Composing a Paragraph/Essay
	Blackline Master 4  Determining Cause and Effect
	Blackline Master 5  Identifying Central Issues
	Blackline Master 6  Drawing Conclusions
	Blackline Master 7  Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
	Blackline Master 8  Recognizing Bias
	Blackline Master 9  Making Comparisons
	Blackline Master 10 Expressing Problems Clearly

	Primary Source Document Correlations to Glencoe/McGraw-Hill Texts
	Human Heritage: A World History
	World History: The Human Experience
	World History: The Human Experience, The Early Ages
	World History: The Human Experience, The Modern Era




