Communism in Crisis – The War in Afghanistan 
The following Sources relate to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 and the subsequent conflict. 
Source A 
Taken from ‘Mastering Modern World History’ by Norman Lowe, London, 2005 
In 1978, a left wing government seized power and began a modernization programme. However in a country where Islamic authority was strong, changes such as equal status for men and women and the secularization of society were seen as an affront to Islam. Opposition was fierce, and civil war soon broke out. In 1979 Soviet troops entered the country to support the government; they were afraid that if the regime was overthrown by a fundamentalist Muslim revolution, like the one in Iran, this would stir up the millions of Muslims who were Soviet citizens and destabilize those republics with substantial Muslim populations. 
Source B 
Extract from ‘Time Magazine’ June 1984 by David Halberstam 
The Soviets are learning the big Vietnam lesson. It is easier to go into the country than it is to get out. They will find out, just as the US did, how amazingly easy it is for a little country to swallow a military machine...Eventually Gorbachev, the Soviet leader realized that he was in a similar situation to the one in which the Americans had found themselves in Vietnam. He had to acknowledge that the war in Afghanistan could not be won and by February 1989 all Soviet troops had been withdrawn. 
Source C 
Taken from ‘Mastering Modern World History’ by Norman Lowe, London, 2005 
The USSR expected a short campaign, but the US government treated it as part of the Cold War and sent extensive aid to the Muslim opposition in Afghanistan...the most important of which were ground to air missiles which had a devastating effect on the Afghan and Soviet air forces. 
Source D 
‘Towards an International History of the War in Afghanistan, 1979-89’ 
29-30 April 2002 from the Cold War International History Website. 
The U.S.-backed aid program drove the Soviets out of Afghanistan and credit to the courageous decision to introduce the shoulder-held Stinger missiles as the basic turning point. Introduced in 1986, this missile was highly effective against Soviet helicopters. 
Gorbachev had decided to withdraw from Afghanistan soon after taking power in 1985. The Reagan administration's active program of aid and assistance, in coordination with its coalition partners, played a role in shaping Moscow's decision to end the war and withdraw. There was also the loss of public support within the Soviet Union—as reflected in demonstrations by the mothers of soldiers, negative press reports on the campaign, and the high number of desertions—as the paramount impetus for the Gorbachev’s decision to withdraw. 
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Source E 
Cartoon in the Daily Telegraph 3 January 1980 by Nicholas Garland. The figure with the hammer is Brezhnev 


Questions 
1 a. According to Source A, identify the reasons why the Soviet Union decided to enter Afghanistan in 1979. (3) 
b. What is the message portrayed by Source E? (2) 
2. To what extent are the reasons expressed in Source C about why the Soviet Union failed to win the war in Afghanistan supported by Sources B and D? (6 marks) 
3. With reference to their origin and purpose, discuss the value and limitation of Source A and Source D for historians studying the war in Afghanistan. (6 marks) 
4. Using the sources and your own knowledge analyze the reasons for the Soviet failure in Afghanistan. (8) 
