Collectivization, The Five Year Plans and Famine in the USSR 
Directions: Read the documents and answer each of the follow-up questions. After reading all the documents, summarize the successes and failures of these economic policies.
Document 1 
Stalin launched his first Five-Year Plan in 1928 by setting up a planned, or command, economy. In this speech, Stalin arouses Russian pride to motivate the people. 
To slow down would mean falling behind. And those who fall behind are beaten. But we do not want to be beaten! One feature of the old Russia was the continual beatings she suffered for falling behind, for her backwardness. . . . So you want our Socialist fatherland to be beaten? . . . 
If you don’t want this, you must end our backwardness. You must develop a real Bolshevik tempo [speed] in building our Socialist economy. There is no other road. We lag behind the advanced countries by fifty to a hundred years. We must make good this distance in ten years. Either we do it, or we shall be crushed.
What is Stalin trying to do in his speech? What method is he using to accomplish his goal?
Document 2  
	Source B
	1927
	1933
	1937

	Electricity (billion kw)
	5
	13
	36

	Coal (million tons)
	35
	64
	128

	Oil (million tons)
	12
	21
	47

	Steel (million tons)
	4
	6
	18


What does the chart show about Soviet industrial production?
Document 3
In this excerpt from a 1929 speech delivered by Stalin, he explains the collectivization policy and the need to eliminate the kulaks (wealthy farmers). 
The solution lies in enlarging the agricultural units . . . and in changing the agricultural base of our national economy. . . .the Socialist way, which is to set up collective farms and state farms which leads to the joining together of the small peasant farms into large collective farms, technically and scientifically equipped, and to the squeezing out of the capitalist elements from agriculture. . . . Now we are able to carry on a determined offensive against the kulaks, to break their resistance, to eliminate them as a class and substitute for their output the output of the collective farms and state farms. 
According to Stalin, why and how must agricultural production be increased?
Why must the kulaks be eliminated?
Document 4
This excerpt, from “Forced Famine in the Ukraine: A Holocaust the West Forgot” by Adrian Karatnycky, was printed in The Wall Street Journal, on July 7, 1983. 
Today, reliable academic estimates place the number of Ukrainian victims of starvation at 4.5 million to 7 million. . . 
The famine was in part the by-product of Stalin’s relentless drive to collectivize Soviet agriculture. The famine was a clear result of the fact that between 1931 and 1933, while harvests were precipitously declining, Stalin’s commissars continued to . . . confiscate grain. Peasants were shot and deported as rich, landowning “kulaks”. . . . 
While the drive to collectivize agriculture was a wide-ranging phenomenon common to the entire U.S.S.R., only in the Ukraine did it assume a genocidal character. Indeed there can be no question that Stalin used the forced famine as part of a political strategy whose aim was to crush all vestiges of Ukrainian national sentiments. 
According to this author, what were two explanations for the elimination of between 4.5 and 7 million Ukrainians between 1932 and 1933?
Document 5 
In contrast to prior documents, this excerpt from The Land of Soviets, published in the U.S.S.R., gives another perspective of the collectivization. 
The radical step forward by the majority of the peasantry towards a collective way of life was taking place against the backdrop of a bitter struggle between Soviet power and the kulaks. The [kulaks] stooped to all possible means to wreck the collectivization campaign. The murdered collective farm activists and Party and government officials sent to the villages to help the peasants; they set fire to collective farm buildings; they poisoned the cattle and destroyed farm machinery. . . . 
The Soviets had the right to banish them from their villages. . . . The exploiter class—the rural bourgeoisie—was finally abolished. . . . 
In contrast to the previous documents,, how does the Soviet author explain the actions taken against the kulaks? Why did the kulaks need to be dealt with?
Document 6
This excerpt, from The Land of the Soviets, published in the U.S.S.R, describes the results of the Five-Year Plans. 
The fulfillment of the first and second Five-Year Plans strengthened the Soviet Union’s economic position and turned it into a powerful industrial state. . . . In 1937 the industrial output of the USSR was 5.8 times larger than in 1913. The rate of industrial growth in the USSR considerably exceeded that of the capitalist countries. By 1937 the Soviet Union was the first country in Europe and the second in the world in the volume of industrial production. . . . Socialist industrialization was accompanied by the rapid growth of the working class, and made it possible to liquidate unemployment. In 1940 there were 9,971,000 industrial workers, which was nearly three times more than in 1928. The working class was also changing: its efficiency, technical and cultural levels were growing rapidly. 
According to the author, what were the results of the Five-Year Plans? Is the source reliable?
Document 7
An article from a Ukrainian writer.
"The woman offered me candy to go with her.  I was only four, and nearly to become another victim of the Great Famine in that Spring of 1933.
The woman wanted me for dinner.  No, not to share dinner, but to be her dinner.  That's the way it was during a period when six to 10 million Ukrainians, mostly peasants, starved to death.
After being offered sweets, I followed this woman.  My grandfather saw the incident, looked at the woman's swollen belly from lack of food, and pulled me away.
I remember crying because I wanted the candy.  Two days later, they found another child in that woman's house.  He had been butchered.  My father took me to the women's home.  "That could have been you," he said.
When one writes about the 1933 famine, he has to be general.  No one kept a record of the dead people. Sixty years later, demographers attempted a crude accounting. 
Actually, the famine in 1933 was the second in Soviet history.  The first was in 1922, second in 1933, and third in 1947.  All of them were provoked by revolutionary changes in the country.  In 1922-----by the civil war, in 1933-----by the land reform and compelled collectivization, in 1947----by the Second World War.
The one in 1933 was the most atrocious and outrageous.  Today it is well known that the famine in 1933 was created artificially. The Soviet power used this terrible method in order to make Ukrainian peasants join Soviet collective farms.  
Document 8
Description of a journey through the village of Sotnykivka on the Yahotyn District, Poltava region. She passed through the village on her way to work on beet-raising collective farms in spring of 1933.
"...the streets and houses were overgrown with weeds. In the streets there were no signs of any living being, human or animal, not even a cat or a dog. In some of the houses doors and windows were open, while in others they have been removed to fire, and there were only black spaces showing. Decomposing dead bodies were lying about in the weeds around the houses and evidently in the houses themselves, and an incredibly putrid odour, intensified by warm weather, permeated the village..." 
Describe the effects of the 5 year plans in documents 7 and 8.
Document 9
According to many historians of the period, the Communist Party engineered the 1932-1933 Ukrainian famine in which 5 to 10 million people died, motivated by the goal of preventing possible opposition that the relatively self-sufficient peasantry posed, combined with anti-Ukrainian measures aimed at eradication of Ukrainians and expansion of Russians. However, other academics dismiss the idea that the famine was a deliberate act. 
According to this document, what was the reason for the famine in Ukraine? What might another explanation be?
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