Cold War Essay to1980 Essay Questions
Origins of the Cold War 

1 Evaluate the role of the policies of the United States in the origins of the Cold War between 1945 and 1949. 

2. To what extent was Stalin responsible for causing the Cold War? 

3. For what reasons, and to what extent, did the Yalta Conference of February 1945 contribute to the origins of the Cold War?

4. “The Potsdam Conference marked the end of the wartime alliance and laid the foundations for post-war hostility.” With reference to the period up to 1949, to what extent do you agree with this statement?

5. “Post war enmity was the product of longer term ideological differences.” To what extent do you agree with this statement on the origins of the Cold War up to 1949?

6. “The conferences of 1945 at Yalta and Potsdam marked both the high point and the breaking point of the wartime alliance of East and West.” To what extent do you agree with this statement?

7. Discuss the reasons for the breakdown of the Grand Alliance by 1949.

8. Assess the impact of the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan on the emergence of the superpower rivalry up to 1949.

9. Examine the role of economic interests in causing the breakdown of the Grand Alliance. 

10. To what extent was the collapse of the wartime alliances between the USA and the USSR inevitable after they had defeated their common enemies in World War Two? 

11. “The sovietization of Eastern and Central Europe after the Second World War was undertaken as a defensive measure by the Soviet Union.” To what extent do you agree with this statement?
Role of Germany 

1. In what ways, and with what results, was Germany the key focus of the early stages of the Cold War?

2. Discuss the factors that prevented an agreement on Germany taking place between the USSR and US. 

3. For what reasons, and with what results, was Germany a centre of Cold War tension between 1945-61?

Global Cold War 

1. "Although it began in Europe the spread of the Cold War to other regions was a much more dangerous development." To what extent do you agree with this judgment?

2. For what reason, and with what success did the Soviet Union adopt a policy of peaceful coexistence between 1956 and 1962? 
3. To what extent was the US policy of containment successful in Asia? 
4. For what reasons, and with what success, did the United States adopt a policy of containment between 1947 and 1962?
5. In what ways, and with what success, did the US attempt to prevent the global spread of Soviet influence between 1945 and 1962?

6. Discuss the impact of events in Asia on the development of the Cold War. 

7. To what extent was there a thaw in the Cold War between 1953 and 1962?
8. To what extent did Khrushchev’s policy of peaceful coexistence bring about a change in superpower relations between 1956 and 1962.
Role of Leaders 

1. Compare and contrast the roles of Truman and Stalin in the breakdown of the Grand Alliance.
2. Compare and contrast the roles of Truman and Stalin on the development of the Cold War up to 1951.
Cold War Crises 

1. Analyze the causes and the significance of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
2. Evaluate the causes and impact of the Berlin Crisis (Berlin Blockade).
3. Compare and contrast the causes and significance of the Berlin Crisis (1948-49) and the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962). 
Other Bullets 

Impact of Cold War Tensions on Nations: Germany and Cuba 

Détente: Was it a Success or a Failure 

Assess the changing nature of relations between the PRC and both USSR and US up to 1979 

Compare and contrast the successes and failures of US and USSR policies of containment 

