Mussolini and the Economy 1922-40 - Chapter 6
Aims 

1. What were Mussolini’s aims with respect to the Italian economy in the 1920s? How did they change in the 1930s? 
Industry 

2. What economic actions did Mussolini take to gain the support of the industrialists?  Why was their support important?
3. What was Mussolini’s “Battle for the Lira”? Consequences? 

4. Explain the theory of the Corporate State. (Goals, methods, results?)

5. Explain the reality of the Corporate State.  How can you account for the difference between the theory and reality? 
6. How effectively did the Fascist state deal with the Great Depression of the 1930s? 

7. How well prepared for war was Italian industry?  What were the limits of autarky? 

8. What was the impact of the fascist economy on the living standards of the workers and middle class? 
Agriculture 

9. What were Mussolini’s goals with respect to transforming agriculture? What underlying problems did he ignore? 

10. Explain Mussolini’s policies: “The Battle for Grain” and Land Reclamation. Successful?
11. How did agricultural workers fare under Fascism?  Why was this the case? 

Key Debate & Your Views 

12. How far did Fascism modernize and transform the Italian economy? 

13. To what extent were Mussolini’s economic policies a success? Consider the goal of increasing his power, achieving autarky, and how the policies impacted the Italian people. 
Life in Fascist Italy (Social Policies) – Chapter 7

Vision and Aims 

1. Explain Mussolini’s vision and aims for Italian society.

The Catholic Church 

2.  Why did Mussolini want to improve relations with the Catholic Church? What initial steps did he take to accomplish this goal up to 1929?

3. What were the Lateran Agreements? Why were they significant for both Mussolini and the Church? 

4. Why did the Lateran Agreements not end all conflict between Fascism and the Church? 

Anti-Semitism 

5. Initially what were Mussolini’s views of Jewish Italians? How and why did he change his views in 1938? 

6. How extensive was the persecution of Jewish Italians?  Provide examples. 

Women

7. What was Fascist policy with respect to the role of women? 

8. What was the “Battle for Births” and how successful was it? 

Youth

9. How did Mussolini attempt to ensure the young adopted Fascist ideas? Provide specific evidence with respect to schools and the ONB. 

10. Read the excerpt from a child’s textbook on page 104 and the creed of the Fascist youth organization on page 105, what are your impressions?  Do you think these methods would have been effective? Explain. 

Social Life 

11. What was the purpose of the Dopolavoro?  Evidence of its popularity? 

12. What other measures were taken that interfered in the social lives of Italians? 

Domestic Policy 

13. To what extent did Mussolini achieve his aims in domestic policy? 

