Causes of Expansion Continued 

The Context: The Meiji government was initially stable, but economic problems in the 1920s made the system weak and ineffectual. The military used the Meiji Constitution, granting them direct access to the Emperor, to bypass the civilian government that was unable to manage the country’s crises. The military and their supporters believed the solution for Japan’s challenges was military control over domestic politics and a foreign policy focused on building an empire. 

Key Question: Why did Japan develop into a state controlled by the military and characterized by radical nationalism and calls for empire? 
Economic and Political Issues





Please read pages 31-36.
1. How did Japan’s economic and political issues weaken Japan’s government? 
Industrialization and foreign policy 

· Why was there an effort to industrialize Japan? 

· According to Source P what was the importance of China and Korea for Japan’s economy? 
· Why was Japan’s economy from late 19th century to the end of the First World War “remarkable”? 

· Explain the significance of the zaibatsu.
· According to Source Q, to what extent did the zaibatsu work to control the Diet? 

· Explain the social stresses and employment issues impacting the majority of Japanese in the 1920s. 
·  According to Source R, what was the effect of economic decline in Japan on the agricultural workers? 

The Great Depression 1929

· Define trade barriers and GNP.

· Explain the impact of the Great Depression on Japan. 

· What was the most significant political result of the Great Depression for Japan? 
· How did the Great Depression affect silk prices according to Source S? 

· Analyse Source T. How much did farm incomes decline between 1926 and 1931 for both farmers who owned and rented land? 

· By 1932, the Japanese government was controlled by the military. According to Source V, how much more was spent on Japan’s military in 1940 than in 1930? 
_______________________________________________________
Domestic Instability and Foreign Affairs 



Please read pages 37-45.
2. How did instability contribute to Japan’s domestic and foreign policy? 
Instability: Domestic 
· Why was Japan’s governing system weak and why did this weakness benefit the military? 

· How did the government deal with the increasing popularity of the socialists and communists? Why was communism seen as a threat? 
· What was the Showa Restoration? Why were many motivated to change emperor and join the military? 

· Explain the factions and unrest within Japan’s military. Why did this unrest lead to the military faction Toseiha taking control of the government? Impact of military control? 
Instability: Foreign Affairs 
· How did China’s internal problems affect Japan’s foreign affairs?  
· To what extent did Japan’s policies towards China change by 1931? Why was japan interested in Manchuria? 
