Body Paragraphs

Parts of a good body paragraph:
1. Topic sentence: The very first sentence that clearly states what you are going to be arguing in the paragraph.

2. Explanation sentence: provides a detailed explanation of what your topic sentence means, or the main points that your sources will focus on. This usually means providing details about a historical person, location or event.

3. Evidence from your sources: Incorporate a number of good pieces (usually 3-4) of evidence from sources that prove your point for this paragraph. A typical evidence sentence has the following structure:

[Source Creator's name] says that [direct/indirect quote], which shows that [explanation] (in-text reference).

For example:

Smith says that "Romans were cruel soldiers", which shows that Roman legionaries had a reputation for excessive violence (186).

As you incorporate your quotes, ensure you provide analysis and evaluation of your sources. 

4. Clincher: Make a clear statement about how all the evidence you provided helps prove what you had stated in your Topic Sentence. 

Example of body paragraph: 

The Australian governments of the 1970s perceived forward defence to be an impractical policy due to the withdrawal of Australia’s western allies from South East Asia. One of these departures came about when the American president, in the wake of his visit to Guam, declared that “[America] shall look to the [Asian] nation directly threatened to assume the primary responsibility of providing the manpower for its defence” (Nixon n.p.). Nixon’s predisposition towards American interests led the USA withdrawal from South East Asia, thereby undermining the Australian government’s use of forward defence and its reliance upon American armed forces. The reduced need for forward defence during the 1970s is further reinforced by the strategic situation of the time, which has been classified by White as “unusually benign” (169). This academic perspective is supported by events such as the opening of diplomacy with China, Suharto’s ascendance to the Indonesian presidency and the détente phase of the Cold War (White 165). According to White, “these developments made Australia feel safer” and caused Australian governments to “focus Australia’s defence efforts on the continent rather than on defending wider interests” (165 & 169). White’s opinion is shared by Horner, a Vietnam War veteran and Professor of Australian Defence History, who argues that “the increase in stability in the region made [forward defence] unnecessary” (81). These concerns regarding the viability and necessity of forward defence were heightened in the wake of the Vietnam War.
