Ancient Greece Document Analysis 

Please read the attached document, Thucydides Description of the Plague and complete a document analysis. Remember to answer the questions in complete sentences and/or well-written paragraphs. Use the headings to organize your responses and make specific references to the document. 

Evaluation 

Origin of the Document 

	2 marks
	1mark 
	0 marks 

	In one or two sentences the origin of the document is clearly stated and in doing so answers the following questions:

· What type of document is it?

· When and where was it produced?

· Who produced it? 


	In one or two sentences the origin of the document is stated; however not all of the following questions are clearly and/or accurately addressed:

· What type of document is it?

· When and where was it produced?

· Who produced it? 
	The origin of the document is unclear/incorrect or not included


Purpose of the Document 

	2 marks
	1 mark
	0 marks

	In one or two sentences the purpose of the document is clearly stated and in doing so answers the following questions:

· Who was the intended audience?

· For what purposes was the document written? 
	In one or two sentences the purpose of the document is stated; however not all of the following questions are clearly and/or accurately addressed:

· Who was the intended audience?

· For what purposes was the document written? 
	The purpose of the document is unclear/incorrect/not included 


Value of the Document 

	5-4
	3-2.5
	2-0

	The value of the document for historians is relevant, insightful and clearly explained in a well-written paragraph. 

Specific evidence from the document is provided and explained in support of your conclusions.

Evidence of insight and understanding as more than one value is convincingly proven. 
	The value of the document for historians is relevant and somewhat explained in a well-written paragraph.

Some improvement needed with respect to providing and/or explaining specific evidence from the document to support your conclusions.

Delve deeper – another well proven value for historians? 


	The value of the document for historians was unclear/inaccurate.

Paragraph structure needs improvement.  

The value was not included. 


Limitations of the Document 

	5-4
	3-2.5
	2-0

	The limitations of the document for historians are relevant and clearly explained in a well-written paragraph. 

Specific reference to the document is provided and explained in support of your conclusions.

Evidence of insight and understanding as more than one limitation is convincingly proven.  
	The limitations of the document for historians are relevant and somewhat explained in a clearly written paragraph.

Some improvement needed with respect to providing and/or explaining specific references to the document. 

Delve deeper – another limitation for historians? 
	The limitations of the document for historians were attempted, but unclear and/or inaccurate.  

Paragraph structure needs improvement.  

Limitations were not included.   


	Thucydides on the Athenian Plague of 430 B.C.

	The following description of the Athenian Plague is from The History of the Peloponnesian War of Thucydides, trans. David Grene, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989), pp.115-118. 

      In the very beginning of summer the Peloponnesians and their confederates, with two-thirds of their forces as before, invaded Attica under the conduct of Archidamus the son of Zeuxidamas, king of Lacedaemon, and after they had encamped themselves, wasted the country about them. They had not been many days in Attica when the plague first began amongst the Athenians, said also to have seized formerly on divers other parts, as about Lemnos and elsewhere; but so great a plague and mortality of men was never remembered to have happened in any place before. For at first neither were the physicians able to cure it through ignorance of what it was but died fastest themselves, as being the men that most approached the sick, nor any other art of man availed whatsoever. All supplications to the gods and enquiries of oracles and whatsoever other means they used of that kind proved all unprofitable; insomuch as subdued with the greatness of the evil, they gave them all over.

     48. It began, by report, first in that part of Ethiopia that lieth upon Egypt, and thence fell down into Egypt and Africa and into the greatest part of the territories of the king. It invaded Athens on a sudden and touched first upon those that dwelt in Piraeus, insomuch as they reported that the Peloponnesians had cast poison into their wells (for springs there were not any in that place). But afterwards it came up into the high city, and then they died a great deal faster. Now let every man, physician or other, concerning the ground of this sickness, whence it sprung, and what causes he thinks able to produce so great an alteration, speak according to his own knowledge. For my own part, I will deliver but the manner of it and lay open only such things as one may take his mark by to discover the same if it come again, having been both sick of it myself and seen others sick of the same.

     49. This year, by confession of all men, was of all other, for other diseases, most free and healthful. If any man were sick before, his disease turned to this; if not, yet suddenly, without any apparent cause preceding and being in perfect health, they were taken first with an extreme ache in their heads, redness and inflammation of the eyes; and then inwardly, their throats and tongues grew presently bloody and their breath noisome and unsavoury. Upon this followed a sneezing and hoarseness, and not long after the pain, together with a mighty cough, came down into the breast. And when once it was settled in the stomach, it caused vomit; and with great torment came up all manner of bilious purgation that physicians ever named. Most of them had also the hickyexe which brought with it a strong convulsion, and in some ceased quickly but in others was long before it gave over. Their bodies outwardly to the touch were neither very hot nor pale but reddish, livid, and beflowered with little pimples and whelks, but so burned inwardly as not to endure any the lightest clothes or linen garment to be upon them nor anything but mere nakedness, but rather most willingly to have cast themselves into the cold water. And many of them that were not looked to, possessed with insatiate thirst, ran unto the wells, and to drink much or little was indifferent, being still from ease and power to sleep as far as ever. As long as the disease was at its height, their bodies wasted not but resisted the torment beyond all expectation; insomuch as the most of them either died of their inward burning in nine or seven days whilst they had yet strength, or, if they escaped that, then the disease falling down into their bellies and causing there great exulcerations and immoderate looseness, they died many of them afterwards through weakness. For the disease, which took first the head, began above and came down and passed through the whole body; and he that overcame the worst of it was yet marked with the loss of his extreme parts; for breaking out both at their privy members and at their fingers and toes, many with the loss of these escaped; there were also some that lost their eyes. And many that presently upon their recovery were taken with such an oblivion of all things whatsoever, as they neither knew themselves nor their acquaintance.

	


Origin – In one or two sentences state the origins of the source.





What type of document is it?


When and where was it produced?


Who produced it? 





Purpose – In one or two sentences state the purpose of the source.  The purpose of Source A…





Who was the intended audience?


For what purposes was it written? 





Value – In a short paragraph explain the value of the document. Provide specific evidence from the document to support your answers. 





Why is the source valuable to historians?





Limitations – In a short paragraph explain the limitations of the document. Make specific reference to the document in your response. 





What are the limitations of this source for historians? 











