60 Heavy US Bombers Take Off For England, Berlin Crisis Grows Officials Silent on Program

Washington, July 16 —(U.R)—The United Slates today sent two groups of B-29 bombers to England, tripling Its heavy bomber strength In Europe in the face of deepening crisis in Berlin. The airforce announced that the two groups of 30 Superforts each are now enroute to British bases. It said that they will remain a ‘‘short time” and that the operation is part of a long-range flight program the air force has been conducting for some time with the giant bombers. But despite the terse announcement, the flight of the B-29‘s was regarded here as another move to strengthen allied powers In their efforts to break the Russian’s Berlin blockade. And the announcement came as western powers were studying the possibility that Russia may soon extend the starvation blockade of Berlin to Vienna, Austria. AUSTRIA THREATENED The Austrian capital, like Berlin, i.s buried deep in the Russian occupied zone. Andti, like Berlin, it is under full four-power control. The two groups of 30 B-29‘s each were made up from the 28rti Air Group at Raid City, S. D., and the 307th at McDill Air Base, Tampa, Fla. Tite 28th is flying from Rapid City to Crampton, England via Goose Bay, Labrador. The 307th group is flying from McDill ,to Marham and Waddington, England, via Kindley Air Force base, Bermuda. Each group consists of three squadrons of 10 Superforts each. It was announced in Europe that the B-29's will be known provisionally as the Third Air division. OFFICIALS SILENT Officials remained silent on whether any of the B-29's will be used on the Berlin air supply run. None of the present force, based at Furstenfcldruch, Germany, have yet been used to fly supplies to the beleaguered western - power zone of the former German capital. It was believed here that the presence of as many as 90 of the huge bombers might serve to discourage new Soviet moves in the Berlin crisis. The Russians have hinted at increased Soviet fighter plane activity on the air corridor to Berlin. The presence of the B-29’s may persuade them to slow up on that project. It was pointed out here, also, that no European country, including Russia, saw the B-29's in action in World War 11. They fought only in the Pacific. PLANES ARMED The B-29‘s are armed with heavy machine guns, but are not carrying bombs on the flight to Europe. Some western diplomats believe Moscow's rejection of three-power demands for lifting of the Berlin blockade carried the threat that similar measures might be under consideration for Vienna. It was pointed out that the Russian notes to the western nations capital of Germany, and Vienna, emphasized that "both Berlin, the the capital of Austria . . . were captured only by troops of the Soviet army.” The Russians now insist that the Berlin rights have been abrogated by measures taken by the western powers to set up a separate western German government, and by currency reform in their occupied areas. Though no similar measures have been taken in Vienna, diploj mats do not discount the possii bility that the Russians may come i up with' other complaints as an ext cuse for blocking access to that j city. State department and British spokesmen said temporary basing of the B-29's in Britain is part of ; a "friendly and informal” under- ; standing between the two counI tries. A British spokesman adled that six British Vampire jet fighters and accompanying York transport | planes are scheduled to arrive in the United States shortly. They will Ibe based temporarily in North Carolina. Similarly, a group of U S. jet fighters will stop over briefly in Britain during a current flight to Germany.
