History 10 Seminar
Goal: Working on your own or with a partner, complete an in-depth seminar on an ancient historical event/individual/theme related to the course. Remember you are teaching the class about a topic they may have little or no knowledge about; therefore you want to be creative, interesting, and well informed. 

Requirements:

· 20 minutes in length (including discussion) for individuals and 40 minutes for partners  **Marks will be deducted if time limit is exceeded or not met 
· Visual aid(s) – power point, video clips, pictures, graphs, handouts, self made movie, skit, etc… 

· Minimum of 2 discussion questions & a typed quiz for every student to check their understanding 
· Works Cited – minimum of 4 sources (you may include the textbook) – to be passed in 

· Pass in evaluation form when presenting

Due Date:  Monday January 9, 2017. Students are expected to come prepared to present with necessary materials.  Do not arrive on the day of  your seminar with last minute work to complete.  

** There will be required progress “check-ins” with me over the next few weeks.  It is imperative you begin your seminar project this week!

Evaluation: Seminars are worth 15% of your final mark.  See attached rubric. 

Preparing For Your Seminar

Step 1 - Select an ancient history topic of interest to you. Clear your selection with me before you begin. 
Step 2 – Ask a question(s) about your topic that your presentation will answer.  This will guide your research and provide focus.  I will want to see your research question(s).

Step 3 – Research: you must have a minimum of four sources.  You may use the textbook. All information must be presented in your own words. Plagiarism will result in a mark of 0. 

Step 4 - Prepare your seminar. Include the following:
· Introduction stating the topic of the seminar. Try to make the opening powerful to catch the attention of the audience. Consider using a personal reference, a thoughtful question, a startling statistic, a quotation, or a visual

· Relevant and accurate information to explain your topic.  Include a map of the geographical area you will be discussing, answer the five basic questions of who, what, where, why and when, include the major personalities, and any other interesting information you discover
·  Use visuals to clarify ideas and support your points (power point, video clips, pictures, graphs, handouts, self made movie, skit, etc…) **Be sure to fully explain how your images link to and support your topic. 
· Limit text on posters or slides – use key words only 

· All sources for quotes, statistics, images, and the thoughts of others must be cited correctly on slides, posters, handouts etc…

· Clear and logical organization of ideas

· Conclusion summarizes your main points and leaves the audience with something to think about

· Effective discussion questions.

Step 5 – Bibliography

· Proper format - MLA

· Typed and passed in on the day you present 

· Includes all resources consulted to prepare the presentation and the resources cited throughout presentation 

Step 6 – Present!  

· Show enthusiasm for your topic

· Make eye contact with your audience

· Speak clearly and distinctly. Make sure everyone can hear you.  

· Have an outline or brief notes to refer to occasionally, do not read directly from your notes. 
History Seminar Rubric

Topic: __________________________________________________

Presenter(s): _____________________________________________

Evaluation 
Analytical Seminar  Rubric

	
	Excellent 18-20 
	Good 15-17 
	12-14 Fair
	8-10 Unsatisfactory

	Content Knowledge and Analysis: 


	The student demonstrates full knowledge and understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and issues’ developments by answering all class questions with explanations and elaboration. The student is able to explain abstract relationships, patterns, and trends. 


	The student demonstrates a strong, although not complete knowledge and understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and issues ‘developments by answering most class questions with explanations and elaboration. The student is able to explain abstract relationships, patterns, and trends, although he or she is not able to do so fully. 


	The student demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and issues’ developments answering class questions minimally with many factual errors and provide minimal explanations and elaboration. The student struggles to explain any abstract relationships, patterns, and trends. 


	The student demonstrates no knowledge or understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and issues’ development cannot answer class questions regarding content. He or she fails to explain abstract relationships, patterns, and trends. 



	Speaking

&

Reasoning


	Student maintains eye contact with audience, seldom returning to notes. Student uses an animated voice with correct, precise pronunciation of terms so that all audience members can hear presentation
Understands question before answering; cites evidence from text; expresses thoughts in complete sentences; move conversation forward; makes connections between ideas; resolves apparent contradictory ideas; considers others’ viewpoints, not only his/her own; avoids bad logic.
	Student maintains eye contact most of the time but frequently returns to notes. Student uses a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms so that all audience members can hear presentation.
Responds to questions voluntarily; comments show an appreciation for the text but not an appreciation for the subtler points within it; comments are logical but not connected to other speakers; ideas interesting enough that others respond to them.
	Student occasionally uses eye contact, but still reads most of report. Student's voice is low. Student incorrectly pronounces terms. Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation. 
Responds to questions but may have to be called upon by others; has read the text but not put much effort into preparing questions and ideas for the seminar; comments take details into account but may not flow logically in conversation.
	Student reads all of report with no eye contact. Student mumbles, incorrectly pronounces terms, and speaks too quietly for students in the back of class to hear. 

Extremely reluctant to participate even when called upon; comments illogical and meaningless; may mumble or express incomplete ideas; little or no account taken of previous comments or important ideas in the text.

	Coherence and 

Organisation
	Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence, which engages the audience. 

Pays attention to details; writes down questions; responses take into account all participants; demonstrates that he/she has kept up; points out faulty logic respectfully; overcomes distractions.
	Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow. 

Generally pays attention and responds thoughtfully to ideas and questions of other participants and the leader; absorption in own ideas may distract the participant from the ideas of others.
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because student jumps around. 

Appears to find some ideas unimportant while responding to others; may have to have questions or confusions repeated due to inattention; takes few notes during the seminar in response to ideas and comments.
	Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information. 

Appears uninvolved in the seminar; comments display complete misinterpretation of questions or comments of other participants.

	Proper Use of Sources 


	Student’s graphics and visual, not only explain and reinforce screen text and presentation, but also demonstrate the student’s effort. 

Thoroughly familiar with the text; has notations and questions in the margins; key words, phrases, and ideas are highlighted;  possible contradictions identified; pronounces words correctly.
	Student's graphics and visuals explain and reinforce screen text and presentation. 

Has read the text and comes with some ideas from it but these may not be written out in advance;  good understanding of the vocabulary but may mispronounce some new or foreign words.
	Student occasionally uses graphics and visual that rarely support text and presentation.

Appears to have read or skimmed the text but has not marked the text or made meaningful notes or questions; shows difficulty with vocabulary; mispronounces important words; key concepts misunderstood; little evidence of serious reflection prior to the seminar.
	Student uses superfluous graphics/visuals or no graphics /visuals

Student is unprepared for the seminar; important words, phrases, ideas in the text are unfamiliar; no notes or questions marked in the text; no attempt made to get help with difficult material.


Comments: _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

