Reading Questions: Adam Smith, the Wealth of Nations and the Division of Labour
1. For Smith, what is "wealth"? Why does he devote his book to the subject?

2. How does Smith account for the origin and existence of the division of labour and for its tendency to increase over time? What makes an advanced division of labour so productive?

3. When Smith speaks of the "invisible hand," what does he mean to convey? 
4. According to Smith, how does welfare one individual contribute to the Nation’s domestic value?
5. Consider the manner in which Smith erects his argument in favor of laissez-faire. Is it consistently argued?

6. Smith asserts that a sovereign has three major duties? How are these political responsibilities important for the notion of capitalism?

7. How would you describe Adam Smith's "politics?" What positive role does Smith see for the state?

8. The Wealth of Nations is sometimes interpreted as an attempt to legitimize the activities of capitalists. How far do you think this reading of Smith is justified by the text?

