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Pyramid Theory # 2

Building the Great Pyramid-Based on The Chariots Still Crash by Clifford Wilson, 1975 

Clifford Wilson believes that the heave-ho theory of pyramid building is a more convincing argument than the one offered by Erich von Daniken. In his book, The Chariots Still Crash, Wilson uses the construction of the Great Pyramid to respond to the issues von Daniken raises and to explain his own viewpoint. 

Both granite and limestone were used in the construction. The former would have been brought down the Nile on rafts from Aswan, and hauled on wooden sleds to the building site. Troyu, across the Nile, would have been the source of the huge amount of limestone required. Although, as von Daniken points out, it would have been more practical to build closer to the quarries, practicality was not the Egyptians' main concern in choosing a site. Their choice was influenced by their religious belief that the setting sun in the west was the dwelling place of the dead. According to Wilson, this was the reason they chose the west bank of the Nile. 

As for the construction itself, Wilson disagrees with many of the points von Daniken makes. How were the huge blocks moved on wooden rollers, rafts, and sleds, when the only available trees were needed for the food and shade they provided? According to von Daniken, importing the wood would have been too difficult. In fact, counters Wilson, the Egyptians did just that. As support, he refers to Professor J. Pritchard's text that describes the importa​tion of coniferous timber from Phoenicia at the time of Senefru. 

Another source, The Pyramids of Egypt, by I.E.S. Edwards, is cited as more evidence that the Egyptians did use wood extensively for sleds, scaffold​ing, and balks in the construction process. 

While the average stones weighed 2.2t, some weighed as much as 11 t. How were such massive blocks lifted into place without machinery, unless astronaut help was available? In fact, says Wilson, the Egyptians have left their own record of how such achievements were accomplished. A picture from the tomb of Djehutihotep shows a huge statue of Djehutihotep being moved on a wooden sled by 172 men. The picture shows a liquid being poured along the route, no doubt to lessen the friction for the 53.5 t load. If it was possible to move a statue of this size with this number of workers, then, Wilson suggests, it would have been even easier to move the blocks into place. Using pulleys and ropes, workers could drag the stones up embankments. Made of earth, the height of these embankments could be increased as the height of the pyramid increased. Once the project was complete, the earth could simply be removed. 

As for von Daniken's claim that rope was nonexistent, this too is incor​rect. According to Wilson, rope was used in Egypt even before Pharaoh Zoser's step pyramid was built. This was about seventy years before construc​tion of the Great Pyramid. 

Wilson believes the accounts of the precision fit of the 2.5 million blocks that were used are exaggerated. It was only the outer limestone blocks that were so accurately fitted that the blade of a knife could scarcely be fitted between them. This fit was accomplished by trimming the blocks before they were hauled into place. In all probability, according to Wilson, the stone​masons would have cleaned and smoothed the outer limestone surfaces once the structure was complete and the earthen ramp was removed. 

Based on an average of ten blocks a day, von Daniken estimates it would have taken 664 years to complete the Great Pyramid. Wilson considers this nonsense. Herodotus, a historian who lived about two centuries after the pyramid was built, has written that one hundred thousand workers completed the Great Pyramid in twenty years. Even this, Wilson contends, is probably an exaggeration, since modern calculations indicate it could have been com​pleted in less than ten years. 

Wilson cannot accept von Daniken's argument that the pyramid stones could not have been moved using the heave-ho method. At Karnak, Wilson has seen workers, using a single rope and simple pulley, move huge stones as the foreman chants out instructions. If a method as simple as this works now, then why not in 2550 B.C.? 

