Piltdown Hoax Answers

1. What object was initially found at the Piltdown site? a thick piece of a skull Who found it? a laborer
2. What did Charles Dawson claim he noticed about the skull? that it was extremely thick and appeared rather primitive
3. How does Charles Darwin fit in to the story of the forgery? about 50 years earlier, Darwin had published the theory of evolution; scientists and others began looking for a half-ape, half-human missing link in the evolution of humans
4. What evidence did Germany, Spain, and France have in relation to the evolution of humans that England did not have? evidence of early man through Neanderthal skeletal remains and cave paintings
5. How did the time period—WWI—affect the atmosphere surrounding the hoax? the buildup to the war intensified the rivalry between Britain and Germany; believing itself to be the "greatest empire" on Earth, Britain wanted to prove itself as the birthplace of humans
6. Who was Charles Dawson? a lawyer by trade; an amateur archeologist interested in fossil hunting
7. Why might Dawson have wanted to be associated with Sir Arthur Smith Woodward? he may have wanted to align himself with the eminent Woodward to build academic credibility
8. Who was Woodward? a noted geologist who worked at what is now London's Natural History Museum What remains did he and Dawson find at Piltdown? they found what they believed to be the remains of prehistoric animals, Stone Age tools, and an ape-like jawbone with human-like teeth
9. When was Piltdown man presented to the world? on December 18, 1912 What was he called? Eoanthropus dawsoni, or Dawson's Dawn Man; later nicknamed "the earliest Englishman"
10. What was the initial response of the science community to Piltdown man? some scientists believed the creature was genuine; others questioned whether the jawbone and the skull were from the same creature, since there was no evidence linking the two artifacts
11. What was the significance of the canine tooth that was found? the tooth helped reassure some doubters that the jawbone and skull belonged together
12. Where was the second Piltdown man found? a few miles from the first location Who discovered it? Dawson What was the significance of this second find? it convinced some scientists that Piltdown man was genuine
13. Who was Kenneth Oakley? he worked at the Natural History Museum What was his role in the Piltdown hoax? he helped reveal the forgery
14. What items were revealed to be forged? all 40 or so finds were forged and planted How were some of the items faked? the fossils had been boiled and chemically stained and teeth had been filed down; the canine tooth had been painted
15. What evidence points to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's possible involvement?he lived near Piltdown; he knew the others and belonged to the same archeological society as Dawson What might have been his motivation? the scientific community had made a fool of him for his belief in spiritualism (communicating with the dead); he may have wanted to mock the scientists who mocked himDescribe his character. he was considered a man of truth and integrity
16. What is the evidence for Dawson's involvement? he wanted to make a name for himself; many other artifacts he had found had been forged or were of questionable origin Describe his character. he treated others without respect to their feelings; he was considered a liar, cheat, and swindler
17. Why might Woodward have been considered a suspect? he was Piltdown's greatest advocate Why might Woodward not have conducted more rigorous science tests on the artifacts? his ambition may have blinded his scientific judgment
18. Who was Martin Hinton? he was a museum volunteer What is the evidence of his connection with the forgery? he was a rival of Woodward's; stained bones were found in his trunk; his letters revealed he knew about the hoax Include a description of his character. he was an enigmatic man who attracted attention; considered a bit devious and a practical joker
19. What object was planted that might have revealed the Piltdown hoax? a cricket bat What happened when it was found? Dawson and Woodward wrote it up as a curious bone instrument, a Paleolithic artifact
20. What character traits might have compelled some of the scientists to be involved with or taken in by the hoax? egotism, pride, ambition, and rivalry
