The Doukhobors  Assignement : Submit in class : Friday, Sept.4 
http://www.mysteryquests.ca/quests/08/indexen.html#evidence
1. In this MysteryQuest, you will take on the role of a member of the Doukhobor community that was persecuted in Canada in the early twentieth century. You will explore various historical documents to support the claim that the Doukhobors were good Canadian citizens. You will present your findings in a persuasive letter to the Minister of Immigration, arguing that in spite of what some people say, the Doukhobors are commendable citizens. 

You will begin by considering the criteria for a good Canadian citizen. After reading about the Doukhobors and the many conflicts involving their community, you will take on the persona of a Doukhobor community member. Before writing your letter, you will explore selected historical documents to find the evidence to support their credentials as good Canadian citizens. As well, you will look at potential challenges to this position and develop arguments to counter these objections.

Return to top of page
STEP 1: Decide on criteria for a good citizen
The first step in arguing that the Doukhobors in the 1920s were good Canadian citizens is to identify criteria for good citizenship. Take a moment to think of the kind of values and character traits that make an ideal citizen. These might include virtues such as hardworking, law-abiding, peaceful (rejecting violence as a solution to problems), and exhibiting integrity (living by your principles). Make a list of seven or eight criteria and select from this list five key criteria of a good Canadian citizen. Enter these criteria in the left-hand column of the chart Evidence of Citizenship Qualities.

1. Evidence of Citizenship Qualities

Name of the document 

	Criteria for good citizenship
	Evidence suggesting that Doukhobors were good citizens
	Evidence suggesting that Doukhobors were NOT good citizens

	Law-abiding
	Doukhobors wanted to follow the rules set by their leader
	Some Doukhobors did not follow Canadian laws

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Procedures

STEP 2: Read about the historical context
Before examining documents from the time of the killing of Peter Verigin, it will be useful to learn more about the Doukhobors. Read the three documents in the “Introduction” section of Evidence in the Case. These selections, written by historians, offer background information explaining the conflicts Doukhobors encountered and the sequence of events from the early history of the Doukhobors to the present day. 

STEP 3: Look for evidence
You are now ready to look for evidence to support the position that Doukhobors made good Canadian citizens in the early twentieth century. In the “Primary documents” section of Evidence in the Case are ten documents about the Doukhobors during the early part of the twentieth century. Select three of these documents to use as the basis for developing reasons why the Doukhobors were good citizens.

As you read each document, look for evidence that relates to the five criteria for good citizenship you selected. You are to look for evidence that suggests the Doukhobors met each criterion and also for any evidence that suggests they may not have met the criteria. For example, if being law-abiding was selected as a criterion for good citizenship, you might notice in the documents that the Doukhobors were very obedient to their leaders. You might also note in relation to being law-abiding that some Doukhobors disobeyed Canadian law.

For each document you read, use a copy of the chart Evidence of Citizenship Qualities to record the evidence for good citizenship (in column two) and against good citizenship (in column three). You will not necessarily find evidence in each document for and against every one of the criteria, and in some cases you will find several pieces of evidence for or against some criteria.

STEP 4: Prepare counter-arguments
There are two strategies for convincing others of the merits of a position. One strategy is to present all the reasons why your position is a good idea. In the case of arguing that the Doukhobors are good citizens, it means showing how their actions are consistent with the qualities of a good citizen. This is the evidence you assembled in column two of the chart Evidence of Citizenship Qualities. 

A second strategy for convincing others is to consider the reasons that those who oppose your view might offer, and try to challenge these objections. To do this is to develop a counter-argument. In the case of the Doukhobors, it means looking at the evidence assembled in column three of Evidence of Citizenship Qualities and thinking of reasons why this evidence is damaging to your position. For example, it was suggested earlier that potential evidence against looking upon the Doukhobors as law-abiding citizens is that some of them disobeyed Canadian law. Developing counter-arguments involves thinking of reasons why this is not an important concern. You might, for example, note that not all Doukhobors broke the law, and that they did so as a last resort because of their deep commitment to religious and political principles. You could also remind your audience that the Constitution of Canada protects these kinds of basic freedoms.

Select three or four of the most importance pieces of evidence against regarding the Doukhobors as good citizens, and record these on the chart Developing Counter-Arguments. For each of these potential objections to your position, think of one or two counter-arguments to minimize the damage they present to your position.

Developing Counter-Arguments   

Evidence suggesting that Doukhobors were NOT good citizens 

	Counter-arguments in defense of the Doukhobors
	Some Doukhobors did not follow Canadian laws
	They did not follow laws that were in conflict with their deeply-held religious beliefs, which is a basic freedom protected by the Canadian constitution




STEP 5: Write a persuasive letter
When you have examined the documents and developed a number of counter-arguments, you are now ready to write a persuasive letter to the Minister of Immigration arguing that, despite what some may think, the Doukhobors are good Canadian citizens. In preparing your letter, be sure to clearly explain your arguments (including counter-arguments) and provide evidence from the documents to support each argument. Remember to write your letter as though you are a member of the Doukhobor community writing to a government official.

