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Welcome to IB History! 

History is a dynamic, contested, evidence-based discipline that involves an exciting engagement with the past. It is a rigorous intellectual discipline, focused around key historical concepts such as change, causation and significance. History is an exploratory subject that fosters a sense of inquiry. It is also an interpretive discipline, allowing opportunity for engagement with multiple perspectives and a plurality of opinions. Studying history cultivates an understanding of the past, which leads to a deeper understanding of the nature of humans and of the world today. This course involves the study of political, economic, social and cultural history; while developing historical skills, factual knowledge, and critical thinking. (IBO History Guide)
Assessment

Throughout the course, you will be assessed according to IBO standards and rubrics. The focus will be on timed analytical essay writing and document analysis in preparation for the final exam. The ongoing marks you receive will reflect your proficiency with respect to the IB History standards.  
Predicted IB Mark: 

Timed Analytical Essay Tests and Document Analysis 


SL 75%

Historical Investigation 







SL 25%



Final IB Mark:

I. Internal Assessment - Historical Investigation 
SL 25% of final grade & HL 20% of final grade 

The internal assessment is a historical investigation, maximum 2200 words, on a topic of your choice in consultation with your teacher. It is based on historical inquiry and requires you to apply the skills of a historian by selecting and evaluating a significant range of sources from diverse perspectives to craft a well substantiated analysis. The historical investigation consists of three sections: Identification and Evaluation of Sources, Investigation, and Reflection. A bibliography must also be included.  
25 marks 
II. External Assessment - IBO History Exam 
SL 75% of final grade 
All students will write the externally assessed IBO history exam in May of Grade 12. 

SL - Paper1 
Paper 2 

Exam Format 

	Exam Paper
	Maximum mark 
	Percentage of Final SL Mark
	Percentage of Final HL Mark

	Paper 1: Prescribed Subject 

Documents based exam on The Move to Global War: Japanese Expansion 1931-41 and German & Italian Expansion 1933-40
Candidates will answer four questions. 
                                                                                                      1 hour 
	24 marks

	30%
	20%


	Paper 2: 20th Century World History Topics 

Candidates will answer two essay questions, each selected from a different topic from the following two topics studied in depth: Authoritarian States and The Cold War – Superpower Tensions and Rivalries 
                                                                                                1½  hours 
	30 marks

(15 marks each)
	45%
	25%


IB History Outline

**The outline may be subject to change. Students will be made aware of such changes well in advance. 

·  Rise and rule of Stalin in the USSR   

· European States in the Inter-War Years (1918-1939): WWI Overview, Weimar Germany; Hitler’s Germany; Mussolini’s Italy; Spanish Civil War; and the Soviet Union 

· Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919–1945): WWI peace settlements; League of Nations; Italian and German foreign policies; collective security; causes, development and impact of the Second World War in Europe 
· The Move to Global War – Areas on which the source-based questions will focus are:

Case Study #1: Japanese expansion in East Asia (1931-1941)
Case Study # 2: German and Italian expansion 

· Rise and rule of Mao in China 

· The Cold War:  superpower rivalry, mistrust and accord; leaders and nations; and Cold War crises. 
