Stalin’s Terror State - Chapter 9 pages 224-243
I. Early Purges (‘Chistki’ - Cleansings) 

1. What form did the early purges take? Identify the Trial of Ryutin 1932 and Nikolai Yezhov.  

2. What was the significance of the party card with respect to early purges?

3. Why was 1934 an important year for Stalin’s consolidation of absolute authority?

4. How do historians try to explain the purges & terror?

5. In 1933-34 what did Stalin do to ensure he had full political & social control?  Identify key mechanisms of control & the NKVD. 

II. Post-Kirov Purges 1934-1936

6. Why was the murder of Kirov significant for Stalin’s rule?  How did Stalin exploit the murder?  What was the impact of the 

Decree Against Terrorist Acts? Be specific

7. How did the post-Kirov purges tighten Stalin’s control over the CPSU?

8. What was the relationship between the growth of party membership & the purges? 

9. Comment on the status of those killed in the purges. Provide key statistics & examples to prove the purges decimated the CPSU.  The purges were Stalin’s “victory over the Party” – why was this significant? 

III. The Great Purge 1936-1939

10. Was there any logic to the Great Purge? Explain. 

 Explain the purge of:

 The Party:

 Purge of the Left 

 Purge of the Right 

 Anti-Soviet Trotskyist Centre 

 Why little resistance from the Party members being purged? 

Armed Forces 1937-39

 Why were leaders of armed forces seen as a threat to Stalin?

 Tukhachevsky

 Impact – be specific 

The People

 Why did the purges continue? 

 Impact on the average people

 Identify “Yezhovschina” 1937-38

 Quota system 

11. How did the purges go full circle? 

12. Explain the Stalin Constitution of 1936.  Your thoughts?

The Purges & Stalin’s Use of Power 

13. Why did Stalin introduce and maintain such a destructive policy? 

14. Significant figures that capture the reality of the Purges? 

15. How far beyond Stalin did the responsibility for the purges & terror spread? 

16. Was Soviet communism intrinsically violent? Identify the nomenklatura, what was their responsibility? Role of ideology & idealism?

17. To what extent was fear & terror the main reason for Stalin’s consolidation & hold on power between 1929 and 1941?
