OPCVL Thinking Strategy
	ORIGIN: 
Author Name & characteristics:
 Date:
Location:
Type of document:

	PURPOSE:(Identify what the document’s author hopes to accomplish/the intent. Sometimes the purpose is covert or not directly stated.  You may need to consider the audience.  Requires a specific verb)


	CONTENT: (identify  what content is revealed in the document- no outside info or knowledge)


	
	VALUES…(What I can learn/what’s valuable to a historian on this topic)

	LIMITATIONS…(What I cannot learn/what’s missing that a historian needs on this topic)

	Because of Origin:


	Because _________________________, I 

              (origin: author, date, location)

can learn__________________.


	Because _________________________, I 

                (origin: author, date, location)

can’t learn__________________.



	Because of Purpose:


	Because _________________________, I 

                 (insert purpose)

can learn__________________.


	Because _________________________, I 

                       (insert purpose)

can’t learn__________________.


	Because of Content:


	The document is valuable to a historian studying ______________ ___because it 

     (insert topic)
reveals  ________________
                     (insert content learned).

	


