Lenin’s Revolution  - Chapter 6 pages 144-165

The Red Terror 1918-21

1. Were Lenin’s terror tactics a temporary response to the civil war or an expression of Russian communism’s true character? Explain. Instruments of Terror

2. The Cheka 

 Power and purpose? Leader? 

 Execution of the Romanovs – why and significance?

 Cheka wages class war 

3.  The Red Army 

 Role of Trotsky?

 Political commissars

 How did he transform army discipline?

 Conscription 

 Red idealism 

War Communism 1918-21

4. What was war communism? Purpose? Why introduced? 

5. What effect did war communism have on industry,  agriculture, and the people?

 Kulaks

 Grain requisitioning and Cheka

 Famine 

6. Why did Lenin abandon war communism?  Why did some Bolsheviks want it to be a permanent economic strategy?

7. In what ways was war communism an extension of the Red Terror?

Kronstadt Rising 1921

8. What led to the Kronstadt rising? What were their key demands?  Identify the Kronstadt Manifesto.

9. Why was the rising so disturbing for Lenin and the Bolsheviks?  How did the Bolshevik respond to rising? 

Lenin’s New Economic Policy (NEP) 1921

10. Explain Lenin’s motives for the NEP.  What were the essential features of the NEP? 

11. Discuss the Bolshevik objections to the NEP. Who were the Nepmen? 

12. How did Lenin preserve party unity over NEP?  What was Bukharin’s role? 

13. How successful was the NEP in meeting Russia’s needs? Be specific. 

Your Views 

Reflecting on Lenin’s rise and rule, to what extent was he an orthodox Marxist? Provide specific evidence.

Lenin’s Revolution – Part Two

Chapter 6 pages 166-180

Shaping of Soviet Society Under Lenin 

Culture and the Arts 

1. What place did culture have in Lenin’s Russia? Explain. 

2. What was Homo sovieticus?  According to Lenin,  “Man can be made whatever we want him to be.”  Your thoughts? Why significant? 

3. Commissar of Enlightenment?  What was Proletkult and what impact did it have on Soviet culture? Be specific.

4. If culture is defined and dictated by those in charge, is it still culture? Hmm…

Religion

5. Why were the Bolsheviks so determined to destroy religious faith? 

6. Explain the Decree on Separation of the Church and State issued in January 1918. Impact on the Church?  

Women & the Family 

7. How did the status of women change in Bolshevik Russia? What was the Communist view of love & family?  In your view, are love and family bonds barriers to a more egalitarian and utopian society? 

8. Who was Alexandra Kollontai and why was she significant? 

Lenin’s Role as a Revolutionary 

9. What principles guided Lenin as a revolutionary? 

10. Explain Lenin’s Marxism. What was Lenin’s view of the Russian proletariat?

11. Examples of Lenin’s adaptability and pragmatism? 

12. As an international revolutionary, what were Lenin’s views of communist revolution? How did he explain the emergence of Russia as the only communist nation? 

13. What were the main features of Lenin’s legacy upon his death in 1924?

