Building Paradise: Stalin & Industrialization

Chapter 8 pages 210-222 & Magnitogorsk handout 

“We are going full steam ahead along the road of industrialisation to socialism, leaving behind our century-old Russian backwardness…” (Stalin, November 1929)

Motives & Aims 

1. Stalin’s description of industrial plans?  Stalin’s motives & aims for industry in the 1930s? 

2. Dates of the Five-Year Plans? Role of Gosplan?First Five-Year Plan 1928-1932

3. What was the purpose of First 5 Year Plan? Key statistics? Reliable?

4. Explain how the plan was used as propaganda – message and response of Soviet citizens to Stalin’s call?  “There is no fortress that we Bolsheviks cannot storm.” 

5. Identify Magnitogorsk – why an impressive an industrial example? 

6. Why do historians Shelia Fitzpatrick & Alec Nove see this period as a “cultural revolution”? 

7. To what extent did the First 5 Year Plan achieve its objectives? Explain. 

8. Why was there little resistance to the FYP? 

9. Identify the significance of Shelia Fitzpatrick’s term “Gigantomania”, the role of the OGPU & the term “sabotage”. What was the impact of fear & recrimination in factories? 

10. Was Stalin a master planner? In other words, how far was the FFYP planned from the top? Second and Third Five Year Plans 

“By the estimates the construction [of the Moscow subway] would be completed by 1937 at the earliest. Stalin lost patience, did not study the estimates of the engineers, and ordered that the first line should start up on November 7, 1934. Naturally there could be no objections. Feverish work got under way. Moscow young Communists were mobilized to dig tunnels. They dug day and night….” (Antonov – Soviet engineer)

11. What were the main strengths and weaknesses of the Second & Third Five Year Plans? 

12. Role of scapegoats?  

13. What effect did the plans have on the Soviet workers? 

o Stakhanovite Movement 1935? “Storming”? 

o Workers rights 

o Living & working conditions 

14. How successful were Stalin’s economic reforms by 1940? What were the key weaknesses? 

Key Debate 

Did the FYPs benefit the SU and its people or introduced by Stalin p [primarily to consolidate his political power?  Historian’s views & your view?
