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Why did Germany get involved in the Spanish Civil War?

Overview
When Franco began his upl'Qing in Mo y'Wrote a letter to Hitler
asking for assistance. Germany immedTERANE ansport planes to get
Franco's forces to Spain. qu the ne t fel e Nazis continued to
support the Nationalists. What dig hieve?

ake a list of all the
ifvelved in the Spanish Civil

a. Research Read throug
reasons given in the source "
War. Brainstorm these as a glass.
b. Summarise: Look at the liSf§again. Regé .’;-' ™e list to FIVE factors by (a)
Grouping together similar factors under adm@r® deneral heading and / or (b)
Removing factors from the |i§t which 'y ‘g hink are very important.

c. Categorise: Now that the list i duce (E factors, decide upon a
keyword for each factor (e.d. '‘Resources’ \VWeapons" and so on). Then, take
the first letter of each of these ailhem to spell out an overall
memory word (you may have
get this to work!). When you
headed "Why did Germany @
similar table answering the
of Versailles?" which you cz

yeur findings up in a table
ish Civil War?". Here is a
main terms of the Treaty

What were the main terms of the Treaty of Versailles?
T | erritory a inettd FrahceNPolish Corridor to Poland
R | eparations ¢ adflater settled as £6,600 million
A | rmaments 0 me Y_E'_j jﬂh“ o airforce or conscription
W | ar Guilt
L | eague of Nations Thea™

3 I-

Consolidation Task
Outline what Hitler hoped the
to the following countries:

ent would be with regard

Stalin's USSR Mussolini's Italy

Germany

Britain and Franc& .

4
-

[CN—_—

Task 2: Linkage and Prioritisation

gireasons you have identified
e chain, a circle, a tree or
'thing is to explain your

Produce a flow diagram whichillustra
are connected. This could be i for
whatever makes most sense ou. Th
links clearly. ‘ A

TIP: An interactive diamond 9 diagram based on this topic can be found here
from www.activehistory.co.uk.




Worksheet to accompany the scheme of work at www.activehistory.co.uk / Page 2 of 3

| Sources

A. German Ambassador in Italy,writing to % [er 1936)

Germany has in my opinion every soﬂgr ol "[l{ Italy continues to interest herself
deeply in the Spanish Civil War...the strugdle or gower in flkain highlights the natural
opposition between Italy and Franc®; at the sapalsi h=sasition of Italy as a power in the
Mediterranean comes into competitiog JM All the re clearly will Italy recognise the
advisability of confronting the Wg S S . oulder with Germany...

B. Hermann Goering, stateme
When the civil war broke out in Sf elp to Germany and asked for
support, particularly in the air. Franco Wi ationed in Africa and he could not
get his troops across ... The Flhregthought the masgr gwer. | urged him to give support under
all circumstances: firstly to preve&e further sprgfad ommunism; secondly, to test my

‘ . we set a number of experimental
gay | had an opportunity to
yas equal to the task.

s Trial (October 1946)

fighter units, bombers, and anti- a‘raft guns;
ascertain, under combat conditio wﬁethevt

b
C. William L. Shirer, The Rise an
German aid to Franco ... gave Fra

all of the T
2 a third unfriggd

1959)
5t power on its borders ... and

thus weakened Germany's principe al in the W¢ Bl it prevented the rebuilding of
the Stresa Pact of Britain and Fran ith | al) andeg Missolini into the arms of Hitler.
Hitler wanted to prolong the Spa ﬁ iviI 0 BecPthey\\lestern democracies and Italy at

loggerheads and draw Mussolini | yould gy@ke Hitler's task of taking over
Austria without Italian opposition  ea ‘ = ¢

D. Patricia Knight, The Spanis
At the Nuremberg Trials, Goering
as a testing ground for the Germas
reason. Hitler's thinking had muc
in Western Europe and using a
Germany to expand unopposed i
emergence of a Spanish-French

e of Germany was to use Spain
D have been a very minor

J a favourable balance of power
O Weaken France, thereby allowing
)ain aim was to prevent the

'i against Germany.

E. Andrew Forrest, the Spanis
Spain provided a combat environ
tested. For example, two advance were tried out. The Heinkel 112
was sent for experimental missions *qrschmitt 109 that proved the more
impressive. In the Spanish arena ves of Meeeerse ittt were put through their paces,
and "Blitzkrieg" tactics in aerial combatwer \ d aQd.established.

tactics could be refined and

D. Frances Mohan, Germany ant
Hitler considered the Popular Frg
"Soviet Spain" — to be a threat to pe, so he along ideological reasons when
he chose to intervene. Hitler was y anti-c ) although other factors certainly
played a prominent part in Hitler's decision t0yco ._L:J”'f ening in Spain, these only

became obvious to him later. Hitlegéxplained @ tervention was "an attack upon
Bolshevism...a world peril for whi ) there must DC g 0]

2006)
ment of Spain — a potential

F. George Esenwein, the Span 095)

The principal financial reward the Ge ans y jring greater access to Spain's
mineral resources — Hitler was parti sfed q',, pbfaining the rich deposits of iron-ores
and copper under Nationalist contr (o] o gt€armament industry. In June

1937, Hitler bluntly stated that "Germany needs t " el That is why we want a

Nationalist government in Spain, so we may e able t buy Spanish ore". The Montana
IQfZSJ) of § p n® Mineral resources.

Project of 1938 gave Germany c
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| Sourcework Questions

1. Study Source A. &
Why was this source produced in o Explaln your answer by
comparing details in the sourges to jround knowledge.

Template (first row is done

Extra detail from
background
knowledge

Point made by the
source

1 | ltaly is involved in the
Spanish Civil War

Italy had sent planes to help
Franco get his troops from
Morocco to Spain

2. Study Source B.
Was Goering lying in this sg
sides, using the content ang

1swer by considering both
source to help you.

Content (wha d (why was he
Is it backed ing it? To inform or to
know?) suade?)

Reliable

Unreliable

You are now halfway throug this unit of study! o test your knowledge and
understanding, you should now attempt some of the interactive quizzes at
activehistory.co.uk which can be found here.




