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Worksheet to accompany the interactive resources by RJ Tarr at www.activehistory.co.uk / 1

"Salami Tactics": The Soviet Takeover of Eastern Europe
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▪ By 1948, the Soviet Union had established communist regimes in all of the territories that they had "liberated" during World War Two.

▪ The Hungarian Communist Rakosi described this process as "Salami Tactics" because Stalin sliced away opposition bit by bit. 
▪ In this activity you will each research how this process took place in a particular country. You will then compare and contrast what you learn to produce an overall answer to the question “What methods did Stalin use to take control of states in Eastern Europe?”
	

	"Western Bloc" (name each country!)
	"Eastern Bloc" (name each country!)

	UK
	     
	GDR
	     

	FR
	     
	PL
	     

	BRD
	     
	HU
	     

	CH
	     
	YU
	     

	AT
	     
	RO
	     

	IT
	     
	AL
	     

	GR
	     
	BG
	     

	TR
	     
	USSR
	     


Task 1

▪ You are preparing a briefing for the British government at the end of 1948. Using any sources available to you, prepare a PowerPoint slide outlining how what has happened since 1945-1948 in ONE of the countries shaded in the map.

▪ Different members of the class should research different countries and feedback to the rest of the class with their findings.
	
	How did Stalin gain control of this country after 1945?

	GDR
	     

	PL
	     

	HU
	     

	YU
	     

	RO
	     

	AL
	     

	BG
	     


Excellent supporting video clip: http://goo.gl/OnD3Dd
Task 2

Using what you have now learned, produce an answer to the question “What methods did Stalin use to take control of states in Eastern Europe?” using specific examples of the most common methods used in a range of countries.
Task 3
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Source A: Stalin speaking on 9th Feb. 1945
Victory means, first of all, that our Soviet social system has won…The Soviet social system has successfully stood the test in the fire of war and it has proved its complete vitality. The Soviet social system has proved to be more capable and more stable than a non-Soviet social system. The Soviet social system is a better form of society than any non-Soviet social system.

Source B: At Yalta, in February 1945, Stalin tried to explain to Churchill and Roosevelt why Poland was so important to the Soviet Union.

Mr. Churchill has said that for Great Britain the Polish question is one of honour. But for the Russians it is a question of both honour and security. Throughout history Poland has been the corridor of attack on Russia. It is not merely a question of honour for Russia, but one of life and death.

Source C: In March 1946, Stalin replied to Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” speech.

It should not be forgotten that the Germans invaded the USSR through Finland, Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary. The Germans were able to invade because governments hostile to the Soviet Union existed in these countries. As a result the Soviet Union had a loss of life several times greater than that of Britain and the United States put together…And so what is surprising about the fact that the Soviet Union, anxious for its future safety, is trying to see that governments loyal to the Soviet Union should exist in these countries? 
a. Using these sources and notes made in your earlier worksheets, identify at least THREE reasons why Stalin wanted to take control of Eastern Europe.

	1
	     

	2
	     

	3
	     


Task 4 (Extension)
▪ To round off your study of this topic, produce an illustrated mindmap entitled "The Soviet Takeover of Eastern Europe". The first branch should be "How" (use the information from Task 2 to produce this). The second branch should be "Why" (use the information from Task 3 to produce this).
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