Aboriginal Peoples of Canada Quiz
Answer Key:  Value = 45pts
1. Aboriginal = A collective name for the original peoples of Canada and their descendants.  (First Nations, Metis, and Inuit)

2. Nomadic  means they moved from place to place while hunting and gathering food. 
3.  Pre-contact = Before the arrival of Europeans
4. First Nations = A group of Aboriginal peoples that constitute a cultural community.

5. Sedentary = Staying in one place; permanent settlements; the start of agriculture

6. Long House = Permanent settlements of the Haudenosaunee/Iroquois.
7. Corn, beans and squash were known as The Three Sisters to the Haudenosunee (Iroquois).
8.  Cedar bark and needles were used to cure (A)Scurvey, which led to the discovery of (B) Vitamins.
9.  Wampum = Shells strung together that were used as currency by First Nations people.

10. Potlatch = A celebration of important events involving sharing food and giving gifts that is common among First Nations peoples of the West Coast.

11. Sagamore is another name for a Mi’kmaq chief.

12. Mi’kmaw territory was divided into 7 geographical districts.

13.  Iroquois Confederacy = The Mohawk, the Oneida, the Onondaga, the Cayuga, and the Seneca. They were later joined by the Tuscaroras and the Confederacy became known as the Six Nations.
14.  Clan Mother = The oldest woman in a Iroquois Tribe.

15.  Village Council = Looked after village matters.  Council members were all men, headed by the village chief.  All village council members represented various clans in a village and were appointed by their clan matrons.  (Haudenosunee)
16. Council of a Nation = Dealt with affairs of the nation.  Members were head chiefs from all the villages in a nation.  (Haudenosunee)
17. Grand Council = Looked after issues affecting all the nations in the confederacy.  Members were a delegation of chiefs from each of the nations (50 chiefs in all).  All were men, but were chosen by women.  All members were equal – there was no council chief.  They practiced a form of representative democracy in which votes were given to delegates from all Nations in annual meetings.  Decisions required a consensus.  (Haudenosunee)
18.  Title = a legitimate claim to land.
19. Treaties = Aboriginals used these with one another to determine who would use the land and how it would be used.  They honoured and respected them.
20.   In 1999, the Supreme Court ruled that the Mi’kmaq had the right to:

Catch enough fish to earn a moderate livelihood.
21.  The Indian Act of 1876 stated that decisions affecting Aboriginal peoples in Canada were made by the federal government.
22.  Self-Government = Aboriginal communities to have the right to be able to govern matters affecting their culture, languages, traditions, and institutions.

23.   A landmark agreement was reached in 1999.  The Nisga’a achieved self-government, $253 million in compensation, and rights to forest and mineral resources and hunting and fishing rights.  They had to give up their claims to 80% of their traditional land.

24.   Two main First Nations groups lived in the eastern woodlands; (A)Iroquois, who were famers, and the (B)Algonquins, who were hunters. 
25.   Migratory = means they moved from place to place according to the seasons.  

26.   The Algonquian shelters were called wigwams.

27.   Glooscap, the first human, was created out of a bolt of lightening in the sand and remains a figure that appears in many of the Mi’kmaq legends.

28.   List the three levels of the Mi’kmaq government:

A.  Local Council Chief
B. District Council Chief
C. Grand Council Chief
29.  The name Canada comes from the Huron-Iroquois word Kanata, which means village or community.

30.  Matrilineal Family = combination of all the individual families descended from the oldest living woman.
31. Plains Tribes = The culture of these peoples had everything to do with the bison. They were used for food, tipis, clothing, containers and tools. Their traditions were also closely tied to these animals and to their natural surroundings.
32.   The Travois was made from 2 long poles lashed together and contained netting to carry goods.

33.   Medicine Bundle = A rawhide bag that contained medicine pipe, feathers from an eagle or owl, sweet grass, chokecherry wood, pieces of tobacco, stones etc…

34.   Sun Dance = People who suffered from bad luck during the past year, or hoped for special help in the year ahead, took part.  The shaman would make pairs of cuts in each person’s chest or back.  Under the skin he looped leather strips, which were connected to the center pole.  Each person then danced, gazing into the sun and seeking power there.  He pulled on the ropes, until the flesh gave away and he was free.

35.   Shaman = Medicine Man.

36.   Plateau Tribes depended on depended on two very important rivers, the Fraser and the Thomson, to support their life. These rivers were full of prized salmon which they ate and traded, as well as trout and whitefish.  They lived in pit-houses.

37. The Northwest Coast people were known as the Salmon people.

38.   The Totem Poles are examples of artwork. Each part reveals something about an important person, spirit or event in a family’s past history.  They were carved out of cedar trees with stones.

39.   The Northwest Coast community was divided into two groups:
A. Nobles 

& B. Commoners
40.  Name one technology of the Inuit. Sun goggles, kayaks, dog sled, igloos, harpoon, oil lamps
Bonus:

Most Aboriginal societies practiced a lifestyle of Sustainable Development in which they took from the environment only what they needed in order to survive.

